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THE

ADVENTURES

OF

- Peregrine Pickle.

CHAP. XCIV,

Peregrine receives a letter from Hatchway, in

* confequence of twhich be yepairs to the garifin,
and performs the laf? offices 1o his aunt.  He is
vifited by Mr. Gauntlet, who invites bim to bis
marriage.

N this circle of amufements our hero’s time
was pareelled out, and few young gentlemen
of the age enjoyed life with greater relifh,
notwithftanding thofe intervening checks of

reafon, which ferved only to whet his appetite
for a repetition of the pleafures fhe fo prudently
condemned ; when he reccived the following let-
ter, by which he was determined to vifit his eftate
itr the country,

Vo, 1V, B Coufin
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THE
ADVENTURES
OF )

| Peregrine Pickle.

CHAP. XCIV,

Peregrine receives a letter from Hatchway, i

* confequence of which e repairs 1o the ga;]zfon,
and performs the laft offices 10 bis aunt.  He is
vifited by Mr. Gauntlet, who invites bim to his
marriage.

N this circle of amufements our hero’s time
was pareelled out, and few young gentlemen
of the age enjoyed life with greater relith,
notwithftanding thofe intervening checks of

reafon, which ferved only to whet his appetite
for a repetition of the pleafures fhe fo prudently
condemned ; when he reccived the following let-
ter, by which he was determined to vifit his eftate
in the country, '

Vo, IV, B Coufin



e The Ap¥ENTURESOf

. Coufin Pickle, - -~ o
JHoee Jou are in a better trim than your aunts
who hath been faft moored to her bed thefe

feven weeks, by feveral feet of under-water log-

ging in her hold and hollop, whereby I doubt her
planks are rotted, fo as fhe cannot chufe -but
fall to pieces in a fhort time. 1 have done all in
power to keep her tight and ealy, and free
from fudden fqualls that might overftrain her.
And here have been the doctors, who have
fkuttled her lower deck, and let out fix gallons
water. For my own part, I wonder how the devil
it came there ; for you know as how it was 3 li-
quor fhe never took in.  But as for thofe fellows
the doltors, they are like unfkilful carpenters,
that in mending one leak, make a.couple; and
fo fhe fills again apace. But the worft fign of all
is this here, fhe won’t let a drop of Namz go be-
twixt the combings of her teeth, and has quite
loft the rudder of her underftanding, whereby
fhe yaws woundily in her fpeech, palavering
about fome foreign: part called the New Geeren-
falem, and withing herfelf in a fafe.birth in the
river Geordun. %he parfon, I mutt fay, ftrives
to keep her fteady, concerning the navigation of
her foul, -and talks very fenfibly of charity and the
poor, whereof fhe hath left a legacy of two hun-
dred pounds in her will. And here has beenMr:
Gamaliel and your brother fy-lord, demanding
entrance at the gate, in order to fee her ;. but
I would not fuffer them to come aboard, and
pointed my patereroes, which made them .fheer
off. Your fifter Mrs. Clover keeps clofe watch
upon her kinfwoman, without ever turning in,
and a kind-hearted young woman it is. I fhould
' be



PEREGRINE PICKLE. 3

be glad to fee you at the garifon, if the wind of
your inclination fits that way; and mayhap it
may be a comfort to your aunt, to behold you
along-fide of her, when her anchor is apeak. ~ So
no more at prefent, but refts
Co Your friend ]
A:)d humble fervant to command,

. Jro HaTtcuway.

Next morning, after the receipt of this epiftle,
Peregrine, in order to manifeft his regard to his
aunt, as. well as his friendfhip for honeft Jack,
fet ‘out on horfeback for their habitation, at~
tended by Pipes, who longed to fee his old mefs-
mate ; but, before he reached the garifon, Mrs.
Hatchway had given up the ghoft, in the three-
fcote. and fifth year of her age. The widower
feemed to bear his lofs with refignation, and be-
haved - very decently upon the occafion, though
he did not undergo thofe dangerous tranfports of
forrow, which fome tender-hearted hutbands have
felt at the departure of their yoke-fellows. The
lieutenant: was ndturally a philofopher, and fo
well difpofed to acquiefce in.the difpenfations of
providence, thatin this, .as well as in every other
cmergency of his life, he firmly believed, that
every thing which bappened was for the beft.
- Peregrine’s tafk, therefore, was not fo great inr
comforting him, as in confoling his own fitter,
who with. great poignancy and fincerity of grief,
laménted .the death of .the only relation with
wham f{he had maintained any intimacy of cor-
refpandence ; for her mother was as implacable as
ever, in her enmity agxaginﬂ: her and Pcregrinéé
. . 2 . afn
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and rather more. determined in her rancour,
that which was originally a fudden tranfport of
indignation, being by. this time fettled into a
confirmed inveteracy of hate. As for Gam,
who was now dignified by the country-people
with the appellation of the young fquire, he flill
alted in the capacity of minifter to the caprice
and vengeance of his mother, taking all oppor-
tunities of difturbing Julia’s peace, flandering her
reputation, and committing outrages againft the
tenants and domeftics of her hufband, who was
a man of a quiet and timorous difpofition.

But the chief amufement of young Pickle, in
his later years, was the chace, in which he ac-
quired fome renown by his intrepidity and re-
markable figure, which improved every day in de-
formity ; infomuch, as to fuggefl a ludicrous
fcheme of revenge to a gentleman in the neigh-
bourhood, who having been affronted by the in-
folence of Crookback, cloathed a large baboon
that was in his p.fleflion, in a drefs that re-
fembled the hunting-equipage of Gam ; and or-
dering the animal to be fet aftride, and tied upon
the back of his keeneft hunter, turned them out
one day after the hounds ; and the horfe in alittle
time outftripping all the reft in the field, the
rider was miftaken for Gam by the whole com-
pany, who faluted him as he paffed with a hol-
low, obferving, that the fquire had his ufual good
luck, in being better mounted than his neigh-
bours. Pickle afterwards appearing in his own
perfon, created great aftonifhment in the fpe&ta-
tors, one of whom afked if he had fplit himfelf
in twain, and pointed out his reprefentative, who
was by this time almoft up with the hounds:
upon which, the identical Gam went in purfui:_

. o
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. "¢

of the impoftor; and when he overtook him was
fo much enraged at ‘the counterfeit, that he at-
tacked the baboon whip in hand, and, in all pro-
bability, would have facrificed him to his refents
ment, had not he been prevented by the other
foxhunters, who interpofed, in order to makeup
the difference betwixt two brothers of the fport,
and were equally furprifed and diverted, when
they diftinguifhed the quality of Crookback’s an«
tagonift, which they refcued from his rage, and
reconveyed to its mafter.

Peregrine, at the requeft of his friend Jack,
‘took charge of his aunt’s funeral, to which his
parents were invited, though thev did not think
proper to appear, or pay the leaft regard to his
follicitations, when he defired permiffion to wait
upon them in perfon. Neverthelefs, old Gama-
liel, “at the inftigation of his wife, afterwards pbe
tained an order from Do&or’s Commons, oblig-
ing Hatchway to produce the will of his wife, on
the fuppofition that fhe had bequeathed to him
fome part of the money which (the knew) was at
her own difpofal.  But from this ftep he reaped
no other fatisfa&ion than that of finding himfelf
altogether neglefted by the teftatrix, who had
Jeft all hereffe®s to her hufband, except one
thoufand pounds, with her jewels, to Julia’s
daughter, the benefaltion mentioned in the lieu~
tenant’s letter, and fome inconfiderable legacies
to her favourite domefticks.

A few days after the interment of this good
Jady, our hero was agreeably furprifed with a vi-
fit from his friend' Godfrey, who had come to
England in confequence of that promotion which
he owed to his intereft, tho’ the foldier himfelf
placed it to the credit of a certain courtier whe

' " Bs had
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#ad formerly promifed tobefriend him, and now
finding his advancement unowned; very modeft-
ly arrogated the marit of it to himfelf. - He eom-
municated his good fortune to Pickle, who: com-
plimented him upon it. 28 an: event. of which he
had no precognition; 2nd it the fame time told
him, that, in confequence of his preferment, his
coufin at Windfor had condented to his being im-
mediately united in the bands of wedlock with his
lovely Sophy ; that the wedding-day was already
fixed ; and. that nothing would be wanting to his
happinefs, if Peregrine would honour the nup-
ti.ls with his prefence. - ,

Our ' hero accepted the: invitation with great
eagernefs, when he learned that Emilia would be
there in quality of bride’s maid ; and now repeat-
ed what he had formerly written to his. friend,
nmamely, that bhe wasnot only willing, but. ex-
tremely impatient to attone for his mad behaviour
to that young lady, by laying Mimfelf and his
whole fortune at her feet. Godfrey thanked him
for his honourable intention, and promifed te ufe
his influence, and that of Sophy, in hisbehaif,
- tho’ he feemed :dubious of their fuccefs; on dgc-
count of his fifter’s delicacy, which could ot
pardon the leaft thadow of difrefpect. He owned,
indeed, he was not certain that fhe would appear
in the fame company with Pickle ;  but as the bad
made no ftipulations on that feore, he would in-
terpret her filence in the moft favourable man-
ner, and keep her in ignorance of his defign, an-
til the ihouldhﬁnd it too late to retratt with any
decency. The hope of feeing. and converfin
with Emilia, and perhaps :of being recontiled tg
ber, after having fuffered fo much and fo long
from ber difpleafure, raifed a tumuk of ideas h‘:‘s
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-his breaft, and produced a ftrange inquictude. of
jey - and :perturbation. : Gaundet having flayed
~with Hitm a few days,'and ‘fignified the time ap-
puinted for. his #poufals, tock: hiy léave, m order
‘to prepare for' the:occafion; while Peregtine,
with his friend Hatchway, made a tour among his
atquaintarice -in ‘the couatry, with a view of
founding their inclinations touching a projeét
-which he had lately conceived, of offering him-
{elf a8 w candidate for a certain borongh in the
- neighbourhood, at the enfuing ele@ion for mem-
‘bexs of parliament.

This fcheme, which was fuggefted to him by
one of his quality patrons, would have fucceeded
according to his wifh; had the election taken
place immediately ; but before that happened, his
intereft was overbalanced by fome fmall accidents
that will be recorded in the fequel. In the mean
time, he repaired to Windfor on the eve of his
friend’s marriage, and underftood from Godfrey,
that it was with the utmoft difficulty he and So-
‘phy could prevail upon his fifter to be prefent at
‘the wedding, when"the ‘was informed that her
Jover was invited, 'and that her confent had not
‘been obtxined until they had promifed, on the
part-of Peregrine, that he thould not renew the
-old :topic, nor even fpeak to her in the flile of a
formier acquaintance.
> Qur-young gentleman was nettled at this pre-
liminary, to which, however, he faid he would
:adlvere 3. -and fo well did he think himfelf fortified

-with pride and -refentment, that he refolved to
- rbehave towards her with fuch indifference, as
“~Weuld, he hoped, 'mortify her vanity, and there-
by panifh her for the implacability of her difpo-

fitian. Armed with. thefe fentiments, he was -
' B4 next
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next day introduced by Godfrey to the brides
who received him with her ufual fweetnefs of
temper and affability ; and Emilia being prefent,.
he faluted her witha diftant bow, which fhe ac-
knowledged with a cold curt’{ly, and an afpeét of
ice. Tho’ this deportment confirmed his dif-
pleafure, her beauty undermined his refolution ;
he thought her charms were infinitely improved
fince their Jaft parting, and a thoufand fond ima-
ges recurring to his imagination, he felt his whole
foul diffolving into tendernefs and love, -

In order to banifh thofe dangerous ideas, he
endeavoured to enter into a gay converfation
with Sophy, on the fubje& of the approaching
ceremony ; but his tongue performed its office
very aukwardly, his eyes were attraled towards
Emilia, as if they had been fubje& to the power
of falcination ; in fpite of all his efforts, a deep
figh efcaped from his bofom, and his whole ap-
pearance indicated anxiety and confufion.

The bridegroom perceiving his condition,

1

abridged the vifit, and having condulted his

companion to his own Jodgings, exprefled his
concern at having been the innocent occafion of
bis uneafinefs, by expofling him to the fight of
Emilia, which be perceived had given him pain.
Peregrine, who had by this time recolle&ed the
dictates of his pride, aflured him, that he was
very much miftaken in the caufe of his diforder,
which was no other than a fudden qualm, to
which he had been for fome time fubject; and to
thew him how philolophically he could bear the
difdain of Emilia, which, with all deference to
her condu&, he could not help thinking a littl

too fevere, he defired, as the bridegroom had
made preparations for a private ball in the even-

. g,
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ing, that he would provide him with an agree.
able partner ; in which cafe he would exhibit un-
doubted proofs of the tranquillity of his heart. ¢ 1
was in hopes (anfwered Godfrey) of being able,.
with the affiftance of Sophy, to make up matters
between you and my fifter, and for that reafon
kept her unengaged to any other gentleman for
the night ; but fince fhe is fo pecvithly obftinate,
I fhall take care to accommodate you with a very
handfome young lady, whofe partner will not be
forry to exchange her for Emilia. -

‘T'he thoughts of having an opportunity to co-
quet with another woman, under the eye of this
implacable miftrefs, fupported his fpirits during
" the ceremony which put Gauntlet in pofleffion of
his heart’s defire ; and, by means of this cordial,
he -found - bimfelf fo undifturbed at dinner, tho’
he fat eppofite to his fair enemy, that he was able
to pafs -fome oecafional jokes upon the new- -
married couple, with fome appearance of mirth
and good humour. Nor did Emily any other-
wife feem affeCted by his prefence, than by ex-
cepting him from the participation of thofe geni-
al regards which fhe diftributed to the reft of the
company,: This eafinefs of behaviour on her
fide, reinforced his refolution, by giving him
pretence to call her fenfibility in queftion; for he
could not conceive how any woman of acute
feclings could fit unmoved, in prefence of a man
with whom fhe had fuch recent and intimate cor~
nexion : not confidering, that the had much more
reafon-to-condemn his affe@ation of unconcern,
and that herexternal deportment might, like his
owny be an effort of pride and refentment.

This conteft, inpoint of difimulation, conti-
nued till night, when the company was pairfed

. or
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for dancing, and Peregrine began the ball- by
walkingfu;gminu'et, with the briag-.a ; then he took
out the young lady to whom he was recommend-
ed by Gauntlet, being very well pleafed to fee
* that her perfon was fuch as might have infpired
even Emily herfelf with jealoufy, though, at the
fame time, he perceived his miftrefs coupled
with a gay young officer, whom (with.all due
deference to his own qualifications) he confidered
as no defpicable rival.  However, he. himfelf firft
began hoftilities, by becoming all of a fuddeh
particular with his partner, wham he forthwith
affailed with flattering compliments, that foon
-introduced the fubje& of love, upon which he
expatiated with great art and elocution, ufing not
only the faculty of fpeech, but alfo the language
of the eyes, in which he was a perfe& con-
noifleur. . : :
This behaviour foon manifefted itfelf to- the
whole aflembly, the greateft part of whom be-
lieved that he was in good earneft captivated by
the heart of his partner, while Emilia, penetrat-
ing into his defign, turned his own artillery upon
himfelf, by feeming to liften with pleafure to the
addrefles of his rival, who was no novice in the
art of making love : fhe even affeéted uncommeon
vivacity, and giggled aloud at every whifper
which he conveyed into her ear, infomuch that
the, in her turn, afforded fpeculation to the com-
pany, whoimagined the young foldier had made
a conlueﬂ: of the bridegroom’s fifter. R
Pickle himfelf began to cherith the fame opi-
nion, which gradually invaded his good bamour,
and, at length, filled his bofom with tage. He
ftrove to fupprefs his indignation, and called
every confideration of vanity and reyenge tol:;s
i aid:
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‘aid: - he endeavoured to ‘wean his eyes from the
fatal obje@ that difturbed him; but they would
not obey his direftion and command ; he withed
‘himfelf deprived of all fenfation, when he heard
her laugh, and faw her fmile upon the officer 3
and, M the courfe of country-dancing, when he
was obliged to join hands with her, the touch
hrill’d thro’ all his nerves, and kindled a flame
within him which he could not contain. Ina
word, his endeavours to conceal the fituation of
his thoughts, ‘were fo violent, that his cenftitu-
tion could not endure the fhock ; the {fweat ran
down his forehead in a ftream, the colour va-
nifhed from his cheeks, his knees began to totter,
and his eyefight to fail: fo that he muft have
fallen at his full leagth upon the floor, had not
- he tetired very abruptly into another room, where
he threw himfelf upon a couch, and fainted.

In this condition he was found by bis friend,
‘who feeing him withdraw with fuch fymptoms of
diforder, followed him thither ; and when he re-
‘covered the ufe of his faculties, prefled him to
‘make ufe of a bed in that houfe, rather than ex-
pofe himfelf to the night air, by going home to
his ‘own lodgings : but not being able to prevail
upon him to accept the offer, he wrapped him
up in a cloik, and conduing him to the inn
where he lodged, helped him to undrefs and go
to bed, where he was immediately feized with a
‘'violent fit of the ague. Godfrey behaved with
great tendernefs, and would have a&ually bore
him company all night, notwithftanding the cir-
camftances of his own fituation, had not his
“friend infifted upon his returning to the company,
and‘meking ‘his apology to his partner for his fud--
den departure. ' h Thi

. 18
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This was a ftep abfolutely neceflary towards
maintaining the quiet of the aflembly, which he
found in great confternation, occalioned by his
abfence ; for fome of the ladies feeing the bride~
groom follow the ftranger in his retreat, the
meaning of which they did not comprehend, be-
gan to be afraid of a quarrel ; and Emilia, upon
pretence of that fuppofition, was fo much alarm-
ed, that the could not ftand, and was fain to
have recourfe to a fmelling bottle. v

The bride, who underftood the whole my-
ftery, was the only perfon that alted with deli-
beration and compofure ; the imputed Emilia’s
diforder to the right caufe, which was no other
than concern for the condition of her lover, and
aflured the ladies there was nothing extraordinaiy
in Mr. Pickle’s going off, he being fubje& to
fainting fits, by which he was often overtaksn
without any previous notice. ‘The arrival of
Gauntlet confirmed the truth of this declaratiom;
he made an apology to the company, in the name
of his friend, who, he told them, was fuddenly
taken ill ; and they returned to their diverfion of
dancing, with this variation : Emilia was fa dif-
ordered and fatigued, that fhe begged to be ex-
cufed from continuing the exercife ; and Pere-
grine’s partner being difengzged, was paired with
the young officer for whom fhe was originally
defigned.

Mean while, the bride withdrew into another
apartment, with her fifter, and expoftulated with
her upon her cruelty to Mr. Pickle, afluring her,
from Godfrey’s information, that he had under-
gone a fevere fit on her account, which, in all
likelihood, would have a dangerous effe& upon
his conftitution. Tho' Emily was inflexible in

her
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her anfwers to the kind remonfirasces of the
gentle Sophy, her héart’ was melting with the
impreflions of ' pity and love ; and finding herfelf
unmable to perform the duty of her fuh&ion, in
putting the bride to bed, fhe retired to her own
chamber, and, in fecret, fympathized with the
diftemper of her lover. .
- In the moming, as-early as decency would
permit him to leave the arms of his dear wife,
_captain Gauntlet made a vifit to Peregrine, who
bad pafled a very tedious and uneafy night, hav-
ing been fubjeét to fhort intervals of delirium,
during which Pipes had found it very difficult to
keep him faft belayed. He owned indeed to
Godfrey, that his imagination had been haunted
by the ideas of Emiliaand her officer, which tor-
mented him to an unfpeakable degree of anguifh
and diftracion ; and that he would rather fuffer
death than a repetition of fuch excruciating re-
fle&tions. He was, however, comforted by his
friend, who aflured him, that his fifter’s inclina-
tions weuld, in time, prevail over all the endea-
vours of ‘refentment and pride, illuftrating this
affeveration by an account of the manner in which
the was affeed by the knowledge of his diforder,
and advifing him to implore the mediation of So-
phy, in a letter which fhe fhould communicate
to Emilia. ' '
This was an opportunity which our hero
thooght too favourable to be neglefted ; and
therefore calling for paper, he fat up in his bed,
and, in the firft tranfports of his emotion, wrote’
the ‘following petition to Godfrey’s amiable
wife. '

Dear
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. v T I T T
Dear madam, v e

T H E afli@tion of: a. contrite heazt can: never
A appeal to your besevolence in vain; and
therefore I prefume to appreach you,; in thisfea-
fon of delight, with the language of forrow,: re-
quefting that you will efpoufe the caufe of an un-.
Bappy lover, who mourns: with: unutterableran-
guifh over his. ruined hope, and interceed for msy
pardon with that divine creiture, whom, in the
intemperance and excefs of paffion, I have fo mor-
tally offended.. Guood heaven ! is my guilt: in«
expiable? Am I excluded from all hope of re~

mifion? Am I devoted to mifery and defpair 2 -
I have offered all the atonement which the moft-

perfe@ and fincere penitence could fuggeft, and
fhe reje&ts my humility and repentance. If hec
refentment would purfue me to the grave, let hes
fignify her pleafure ; and may I be branded with
the name of villain, and remembered with in-
famy and deteftation to all pofterity, if I hefitate

one moment in facrificing a life which is odious .

to Emilia. Ah! madam, while I thus pour forth
the effufions of my grief and diftraction, I look
around the apartment in which ¥ lie, and every
well-known object that falutes my view, recals
to my remembrance that fond, that happy day,
on which the fair, the good, the tender hearted
Sophy became my advocate,  though I was a
firanger to her acquaintance, and effefted a
tranfporting reconciliation between me - and
that fame inchanting beauty; that is now fa
implacably incenfed. If fhe is not fatished
with the pangs of remorfe and difappointment,
the tranfports of madnefs 1 have undergone; let
her prefcribe what farther penance fhe thinks I

2 ought

e s et iETT
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ought to endure; and when I decline her fen-
tence, let me be the obje& of her eternal difdain.

-J. eommit myfelf,: desr madam'!.' dear Sophy |
dear pastier of my friend  to ‘your kind inter-
pofision.. I know yow will manage my caufe, as
2 .sonoern; on. which my happinefs intirely de-
pends;;. and I hope every: thing’ from your com-
paffion and benefience, while I fear every thing
from ber rigour and barbarity. Yes! I call it
barbarity, a favagenels-of delicacy altogether in-
confiftent: with the teadernefs of human nature ;
and: may the moft abjek contempt be my por-
tian, if I live under-its infli®ion! But I begin
to rave. I comjure you by your own humanity
and fweetnefs of difpofition, I conjure you by
your love for the man whom heaven hath de
creed your protegter, to employ your influence
with that angel of wrath, in behalf of

Your obliged and
. Obedient fervant,

P, PickiLE.

"Thisepiftle was immediately tranfmitted by
Godfrey to his wife, who perufed it with marks.
of the moft. humane fympathy ; and carrying it.
into her fifter’s chamber, ¢ Here is fomething
(faid fhe, prefenting the paper) which I muft re-
commend to. your ferious attention.” Emilia,
who immegdiately guefled the meaning of this ad-
drefs,,, abfolutely refufed to look upon it, or even
to hear it read, till her brother entering the apart-
ment,,, reprimanded -her fharply for her obftinacy
and pride,. accufed her of folly and difimulation,
and entered fo warmly into the interells ;>f hés

' < friend,
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friend, that fhe thought him unkind in his re-
monfrances, and burfling irito a flood of tears,
reproached him with partiality and want of af-
fetion. Godfrey, who entertained the moft
perfe& love and veneration for his fifter, afked
pardon for having given offence, and kiffing the
drops from her fair eyes, begg’'d fhe would, for
bis fake, liften to the declaration of his friend.

" Thus follicited, the could not refufe to hear
the letter, which when he had repeated, fhe la-
mented her own fate, in being the oceafion of fo
much uneafinefs, defired her brother to affure Mr.
Pickle, that {he was not a voluntary enemy to
his peace; on the contrary, fhe wifhed him all
happinefs, tho’ fhe hoped he would not blame
her for confulting her own, in avoiding any fu-
ture explanation or connexion with a perfon
whofe correfpondence fhe found herfelf under a
neceflity to renounce.

In vain did the new-married couple exhauft
their eloquence in attempting to prove, that the
reparation which our hero had offered was ade-
quate to the injury fhe had fuftained ; that in re-
conciling herfelf to a penitent lover, who fub-
fcribed to her own terms of fubmiffion, her ho-
nour would be acquitted by the moft fcrupulous
and fevere judges of decorum ; and that her in-
flexibility would be juftly afcribed to the pride
and infenfibility of her heart, She turned a deaf
ear to all their arguments, exhortations and in-
treaties, and threatened to leave the houfe im-
mediately, if they would not promife to drop that
fubje& of difcourfe.

Godfrey, very much chagrined at the bad fuc-
cefs of his endeavours, returned to his friend, and
made as favourable a report of the affair, as the

: 1 na-
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nature of his converfation with Emilia would
permit ; but as he could not avoid mentioning
her refolution in the clofe, Peregrine was obliged
to drink again the bitter draught of dilappoint-
ment, which put his paffions into fuch a ftate of
agitation, as produced a fhort extafy of defpair,
in which he a&ted a thoufand extravagancies.
This paroxyfm, however, foon fubfided into a
fettled referve of gloomy refentment, which he
in fecret indulged, detaching himfelf as foon as
poflible from the company of the foldier, on pre-
tence of retiring to reft. ,

While he lay ruminating upon the circuma
ftances of his prefent fituation, his friend Pipes,
who knew the caufe of his anxiety, and firmly
believed that Emilia loved his mafter in her heart,
howfoever fhe might attempt to difguife her fen-
timents ; I fay, Thomas was taken with a con-
ceit which he thought would fet every thing to
rights, and therefore put it in execution, without
farther delay. Laying afide bis hat, he ran di-
rely to the houfe of Sophy’s father, and affeét~
ing an air of furprize and confternation, to which
he had never before been fubje@, thundercd at
the door with fuch an alarming knock, asina
moment brought the whole family into the hall.
When he was admitted, he began to gape, ftare,
and pant at the fame time, and made no reply,
when Godfrey afked what was the matter, till
Mrs. Gauntlet exprefled her apprehenfions about
his mafter ; at whofe name being mentioned, he
feemed to make an effort to fpeak, and in a bel-
lowing tone pronounced ¢¢ Brought himfelf up,
fplit my top-fails!”*  So faying, he pointed to his
own neck, and rofe upon Kis tiptoes, by way o
exphaining the meaning of his words,

VOL. IV. C GOd‘
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- Godfrey, without ,ﬁaymg to ,afk another que-
fion;rulhed ob, srid Rew tdwards the inn, With
the utmioft hiofror 'and &dncern; while Sophys
wio 8id’ fiot ' Hightly Underffand the ‘language’ ;ﬁi
the meftenger; “addreling Herlel té6 Kim a fecond
tire, Tid “with great ft:’afndithéf&‘,‘jf“’i“hc}?if na
accident-has happened ‘to ‘M, Plckle'!”> ¢ No/
accident at all, (replied Tom) he has only hapged
hioitelf: for love.” - “Thefe wordy had fcarce pro-,
ceeded from his miouth, “when Emilis; who flood
lifteniig at the parlour-door, "fhriekéd “aloud,’
and:dropped: down Tenfelel§ upon the fidor 3 while
her fifter, who was almof} équally thocked at the
intelligence, hid recourfe to'the affiftancé of heg,
maid, by whom fhe was fupported from falling, =,
Pipes hearing - Emily’s’ voice,* congratulated_
himfelf upon  the ‘fucce(s of his ftratagem, he.
fprun%;o er affiftance, and lifting her up into an’
cafy chair, flood by her; until |hé" faw* her re-
cover from’ hér fwoon, ahd heard her ¢all upop’
his mafter’s name, with all the frenzy of defpair-'
ing love: Then hé berit his courft back to the:
inn, overjoyed at”the opportunity of: telling Pe- -
regrine ‘what a confeflion” be: had éxtorted froni..
his miftrefs, ‘and 'cxl;remély’ vain ‘of this j{q?f ﬂog
his ow“-fégaé‘ity'. e - (5‘.,’ TL‘.».t.‘ i , .“:'l.tq
In the mean: time, Godfrey dfiving ‘at the’
houfe, in which’he fuppofed this faal cat: rophe °
had happened,” ran up ftairs'to’Perégtine’s cham= .
ber, without ftaying to make any inquiry below 3
and finding_ the door locked, burlt it open” with
one froke of his foot. - ‘But, what wad Kis amaze-
ment, when,” uposi entranct, our” herd. ﬁa&ﬁgg’
up from the bed, faluted iny'y ?tﬁ,a“b'rbfffjeffﬁus:}
exclamation of * Ze——d3 +- who's thilre. ”J,ﬁe ,
was firuck dumb with altonithmelit, ‘Which alfo -
: ; e
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N
rivelted him t9 & phics where hs .ﬁfpaocu
erediting the telimony ﬁ 0w fendey, silh
P&rcgnne, with 3 ap w',ﬁo xfcqnnnyﬁ which diev
fioted . lliiﬁ) difpleaf; ed with his imtrufion,; difpelled
s appmh&nﬁm bya fecﬁndfaddreﬁ, ﬁymg, 5.k
fec.yqu confief me as o t’ 1eg » fby your uﬁpg o
ﬁ:thou;t eerefmmy
‘The folJier, thus ponvmced of dsefalfchued qs
hm;matton he had seceived, began.tp imar,
gme, ! that P'lcﬂe ‘had proje@ed the plan which:
was executed by bis fervant ; and looking ipon ik
48 g plece of wguﬁlﬁabk fineffe, which might be:

attérided wft mclancholy confequénces to-

his ﬁ&e: or vfl’c. anfwered i 4 fupercilious,

tm? th hat b muff Biame himfelf for the inter-
tion

his. répole, which wag_intirely vwmg,
mthl; ﬁ“g jeﬁhal;ad etonfoot. o
Pickle, who was. (the child of paﬂiop, :mcl1
mOre ﬂm; ’baif ma, m(h impztiencc before this -
vifity ‘hearmghmfc n'cnted in fuch a cavalier;
SrannET; advaqccd ;lpfe .yp to Godfrey’s breatt, .
and’ aﬂ'u{nmg a ﬁem, or rather frantic counte-;
nahée; ¢ ng ye,.,Siry (fard id.he) you are mi-
ghaken i you shink T jcft; 1.am.in downright .
carneft | affire you, »" "Gauntlet, who was not a
map to be, brow:hesten, fecing bimfelf thus
beax‘de%bj; 2 pqr‘t:zc af. tthfc condu@ he had,, he .
tbodght ‘rea{on. | ta cgmplmn, put on- his mifitary. -
look’ o }Icﬁancp, ‘and gre& bis_cheft, replied .
with an d. V0ick, ¢ uﬁt Pickle, whether,
you_was “1 ‘or. :ar.n;{f, you mufk give me
)e&’«‘e ‘i?\i | X° that _the feheme was, clnlch{ha .
: éf’ . npt to. givg i, an
Pcr iy ,(Ctxcd QUL ad-..
ve’n ursf) 9 “Euﬂ‘cmuﬁipyad uiet ; if there is. -
315! inéahing W four m‘l'muauon, ‘exphin )(zu{; .
cify
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'felf andthenli,hall know what anfwer it will be~
fit me to give,”, ¢ I came with very different

fentiments, (refumed the foldier). but fince you
urge me to expoftulation, and behave with fuch

anprovoked loftinefs of difpleafure, I will, with-
out circumiocution, taX you with having com-
mitted an outrage upon the peace of my family,
in fending your fellow to alarm us with fuch an
abrupt account of your having done violence upon
yourfelf.” Peregrine, confounded at this imputa-
tion, ftoad filent, with a moft favage afpe& of
{urprize, eager to know the circumftance .to
which his accufer alluded, and incenfed to find it
without the fphere of his comprehenﬁon

While thefe two isritated friends ftood fronting
gach other with mutual indignation in their eyes
and attitudes, they were Jom(d by Pipes, who
witbout taking the leaft notice of the fituation
in which he found them, told his mafter, that he
might up with the top-gallant-mafts of his heart,
and out with his rejoicing pendants ; for as to mi-

firefs Emily, he had clapt her helm a-weather,

the.veflel ware, and now. fhe was upon the other
tack, ftanding right into the harbour «of his good,
awill,

. the terms of bis lacquey, commanded him, _upon
pain of his difpleafure, to be more explicit in his
intelligence ; and by dint of divers queftions, ob-
tained a perfect knowlcdge of the ? heme which

- he.bad put in executjon foy. his fervsce . This in-
formation erplexed him not a little ;" he would

- have chaftifed his fervant upon the fpot, for his

temerity, had not he plainly perceived, ‘that the

- fellow’s inteution. was to promote hxs ‘eale and

Satisfagtion: and on the ot.her hand, he knew not

how

Peregrme, who .was not yeta. connoxﬂ'eur in
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how to acquit himfelf of ‘the fufpicion which he
faw Godfrey entertain of his being the projector
of the plan, without condefeending to an explana-
tion, which his prefent difpofition could not brook:

After fome paufe, however, turning to Pipes,witha_

fevere frown, ¢¢ Rafcal! (faid he) this is the fc-
cond time I have fuffered in the opinion of that lady
by your ignorance and prefumption ; if ever you
intermeddle in my affairs for the future, without
exprefs order and-direction,. by all that’s facred !
I will put you to death without mercy. Away,
and let my horfe be faddled this inftant.”

Pipes having withdrawn, in order to perform
this piece of duty, our young gentleman, ad-
drefling himfelf, again to the foldier, and laying
his hand upon his breaft, faid with a folemnity of
regard,” ¢¢ Captain Gauntlet, upori my honoux,
I am altogether innocent of that{hallow device
which you impute to my invention ; and I don’t
think you do juftice either to my intelle&s or ho-
nour, ‘in fuppofing ‘me capable of fuch infolent
abfurdity. As for your fifter, I have oncein m
life affronted her in the madnefs and impetuofity

- ‘of defire ; ‘but I have made fuch acknowledge-

ments, and offered fueh atonement, as few wo-.

"men of her fphere would have refufed ; and be-

fore God ! T am determined to endure every tor-
ment of difappointment and defpair, rather than
proftrate myfelf again to the cruelty of her un-
juftifiable pride.” -~ So faying, he ftalked fuddenly

. down ftairs, and took horfe immediately, his fpi-

rits being fupported by refentment, which prompt~

.ed him to vow within himfelf, that he would feek

confolation for the difdain of Emilia, in the pof-

- feflion of the firft willing wench he fhould meet

upon the road. .
C 3 While
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.o While: (‘5"’"””’ fox, the garifon-with thele fen -
timents, Gauatlet, in a fulpepge betweéen anger,
&wm&rwwmemudw :3he hoyle of his
fashesrigplaw,, where:hg found bie. fiftes, &ill vig-
kently. agiated. from the news.of Poregrine’s degth,
the myfery. of .which. he. forthwith unzavelled,
secounting at:the ame time; the particulars of the
converfation, which had happened at theiingy, and
defcribing . the demoaneys . of Pigkle -with fome
expreffians of afperityy whigh were neitheriagreer
pble te Emilia, nox: appeoyad by. the: ge,p;lp So-
phy, who te.nderly chid-him, for allowing Pere-
gnne to depart in tcm;s of Mads&andmgc, L
iL 1y h! 3 oNe
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CHAP wXOV
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Peregrmq Jets, mt {}.r xly g«m/'m, \ad R X
" @ wymply of the road,, e dabe) ide Aeping
aud rmtamorpbafu tm& ﬁyc lagye: 52 b~

VLAE) 24 ‘(‘ faadie :
'[N t.he mean mne, aur hemnmalong ina
profoynd. feverie, -which, wasi duturbed by d
beggar-woman and her daughter, gho icites| hira

$or alms,. as he pafled themon thex t,:Tbcga

was about the age of fixtern; apd mtwishRandisg
the wretched equipagy in.which fheiappeatesh ex-
hibited-to his vie Q{’n 1 agresable featusm, an-
livened. with the gomplexion of heulus pnd chear-
Julnefs, The. refolusion Lhave already meotioned
was ftill warm in his imagination 3. and hejogked
Mpon this young mendicant asia yery ‘propesnb-
Jo&t. for ;the performance of-hisvown . Hethere-
Tore entaned int a-canferancerwithhe. maedicr,

and for 3 (mall m of mpeney -gurthefedher proy
patty-inmthe. wepchy, - whbo 'did net-vequire duugh
swnﬂlw@m sntmty, tbefm dhe sanftated.do

b ac-
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accompany’ hifn " t6 an dz ﬁlzéé lhat he qmuw ap-
pombfo? het hableatd
Thiis, édﬁtra&’bemg remed tom’s‘ raktisfaafw

he brdered Pipes to i‘eaﬁ”h«s dcqmruow bl-hnmi
himi upoti #he crupper, and’ alighting at the firft
public hiolife ‘Which they found upon the Yoad,
he wrote a letter to Hatcliway, defiring Him' to
receive this hedge-inamorata, and dire@’ her to
be cleaned ‘and cloathed in ‘a decent ‘manner,
with all expedition, fo that fhe Thould be touch-
able wpon his arrival, which (on that account)
he would defer for the fpace of one day.” This
billet, togethér with the girl, he committed to
the charge .of Pipes, after having laid ftrong in-
junétions upon him to abftain from all attempts
upon her chaftity, and ordered him to make the
beft of his way to the garifon, while he' himfelf
crofied the country to'a market-town, where he
propofed to fpend the night.

om thus cautioned, proceeded with his
tharge, and being naturally taciturn, opened not
his lips, untd he had performed the beft half of

-~ his purn _"But Thomas; sotwithftanding his

mg te, “wad in reality compofed of
fieth loott ;- dnd hie defire hung titillated by
the doniead sf 3 boxome wench, Whofe right arm
embraced hfs mldﬁle ashe tode, “his thouvhts be-
tb mntmy infthis’ mafter,” and’ be fou
it almott impo: le 5] mthﬁand :he temptmon
of ‘making love."
Neverthéleﬁ, !w w:cﬁleé w‘?th thefc tebellicus
eftidhs with-all” the reafoin that God had en-
ah  Him' to exerty and’ that~bemg totally ‘ovér~
coraé, his: vi&oﬁons aflion- ruddenly broke out
in this a@drds ood |- a2 believe -mafter
mnks I have no morc"ﬂuﬁ‘ in' my body Hiin a
Cys dried
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dried haddock, to turn me adrift in the dark
with fuch a fpanker. D’ye think he don’t, my
dear?”’ To this queftion his fellow- traveller re-
plied, ¢ Swanker ! Anan!” And the lover re-
fumed his fuit, faying, * Oons! how you tickle
my timbers! Something fhoots from your arm,
through my ftowage, to the .very keel-flone.
Han’t you got quick-filver in your hand ¢ ”
¢ Quickfilver ! (faid the lady) D—n the filver
that bas croffed my hand this month. D’ye
think if Thad filver, I fhouldn’t buy me a fmock ?”’
¢« Addfooks ! ye baggage, (cried the lover) you
fhouldn’t want a fmock nor a petticoat neither,
if you could have  a kindnefs for a true-hearted
failor, as found and ftrong as a nine inch cable,
that would keep all clear above-board, and-every
thing fiug under the hatches.” ¢¢ Curfe your
gum (faid the charmer) what’s your gay-balls
and your hatchets to me}” ¢¢ but let us
bring to a little, (anfwered the woer, whofe
* ‘appetite was by this time whetted to a moft ra-
venous degree) and I’ll teach you to box the
compafs, my dear. Ah1 you. ftrapper, what 2
jolly bitch you are!” ¢ %itch I (exclaimed this
modern Dulcinea, incenfed at the opprobrious
term) fuch a bitch as your mother, you dog,
D—n ye, I’ve a good mind to box your jaws
inftead” of your comepifs. I'll let you know
as how I am meat for your mafter, you faucy
blackguard. You-are worfe than adog, youold
flinty-faced, flea-bitten fcrub: a dog wears his
own coat, but you wear your mafter’s.”’

Such a torrent of difgraceful epithets from a
perfon who had no cloaths at all, converted the
gllant’s love into choler, and he threatened to
difmount and feize her to a tree, when fhe fh}?uld‘

R . ave

-




PEREGRINE PICKLE. 25

have a tafte. of his cat and nine tails athwart her
quarters; but, inftead of being intimidated by
bis menaces, . fhe fet him at defiance, and held
forth with- fuch 2 flow of eloquence, asgwould
have intitled her to a confiderable thare of reputa-
tion, even among the nymphs of Billingfgate;
for this young lady, overand above a natural ge-
nius for .altercation, had her talents- cultivated
among the venerable focicty of weeders, podders,-
and boppers, with whom fhe had affociated from
her tender .years. No wonder then, that fhe
foon obtained a complgat victory over Pipes,
who (as the reader may liave obfag¥ed) was very
little addi@ed to the exercife of™¥peech : - indeed
he was utterly difconcerted by her volubility of
tongue ; and being altogether unfurnithed with
anfwers to. the diftin& periods of her difcourfe,
very wifely chofe to fave himfelf the expence of
breath and argument, by giving her a full fwing
of cable, fo that fhe might bring herfclf up;
while he rode onwards, in filent compofure,
without taking any farther notice of his fair fel-
low-traveller than if the had been his mafter’s
cloak-bag. .. . -
~ 1n fpite of all the difpatch he could make, it
was late before he arrived at the garifon, where
he delivered theletter and the lady to the licute-
" mant, who no fooner underftood the intention of
‘his friend, than he ordered all the tubs in the
houfe. to.be carried into the hall, and filled with
water ; and Tom baving provided himfelf with
fwabs and brufhes, divefted the fair firanger of
her variegated drapery, which was immediately
committed to the flames, and performed up n her
foft and-fleek perfon the ceremony of fcrubbing,
as it is pralifed on board of the king’s fhips of
Cys war. -
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S vm&h&@mah hoifelf - &d/mt,fgbm;t t0
thia rificrion without repining : fhe; curs’d the
-who -way wpon _the fpat, xwathny
mbhfwe allefiomy, to. his. wooden Jeg, as.for
Ripes the operater, e qmp)oyed her »p.\om fo
+ -efte@unlly upn bis-face,-that the. b!oodnn oxer
+his nofe in fandry fireams ;.and, pext. marning,
+.when thefe tivulets were: d;y, his¢ gmagnancc fe-
fcmblad the rough bark of a plumh—txee, cr-
.- ed with gum,. Nevcrthekfs, he.did du.;y thh
great perfeverance, cut oft. her, hair. ¢ }9
calp,: bandled his. brufhes , with. dex;er;;gyy, ap-
. plied his fwabs of different magmtudea texture,
as the eafe required, and lattly, rinfed her w1xp!e
=, body. with a dozen paﬂs of cold mter,, axl’cha;ged
xnpon ‘her head. - =
- Thefe ablutions bcmg executed, hc ,dn;:d ‘her
3 w:th‘ towels,, . accommodated .her . w;th .3 clean
.. 4hift, and a&ing the part of 3 valet de. dmmﬁre,
. cloathed her from head to -feot, in cll‘zm
-eent. apparel which had belonged to Mrs. Hazch-
.ioway ¢.by which: means her .appearance w&.al-
. .ntered fo much for the qute:ﬁlmwl;mfcrggnne
» arrived next day, he would fcarqe beliexa. l}ns gwn
. .eyes. -He was, -for that reafon, extremely well
+ . -pledfed with his purchafe, and.now refolved to
.. ‘sadulgea whim which fewed h;m at the ye,ry m-
ftant of his arrival,
He had (as I believe: the reade: wnlhmd’ al-
.: low) made confiderable progrefa. in the. fu
... charafter, from the higheft rank to th ipoﬁ:
v /humble ftation of life, .and found it dxvelf ed in
" ... the fame manner, thro’ every, degree of fubordi-

<
i

\"-

- (nation and precedency : nay, he morgoyer ob-
- ferved,: that the, converfation of thofe, who are

;¢ dignificd with the pppellation of polite company,
is
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is neither more edifying not ‘entértaining than

< that whicR'is'ne t: Wighi aifioiy: . lower dlaffes
“of mankind:; - atd shie theonly effenvialidifferesre
i Poimt Bf dérireatior, 1 the form oflan eduoarion,

* -‘whichthe: theane& cipacity carinogquire, swithieut

< mpel-thidy orappliemion: - Pofleffed-of this rio-

* tion;” he' determired to take the young mendieant
*“underhis ownitutorag& and inflrud@ion. - In con-
“feniente of which be hoped ho fHould; in % few
““iwéeks; “be able ra produce her in tompany; asan
“- aécomplifhed young lady of uncommon wit, 'and

Tiay excelleht unterffanding. - o o o
w5 Fhig'éktravagant ‘plan he forthwith began to
<" ‘eXécite ‘with'great eagernefs and indufiry ; and
> ‘hig endeavoers ‘fucceeded ‘even beyond his ex-
~ peftation.:*Phe -obflacle; “in furmounting ' of
¥ ich he found the greateft difficulty, was an in-
-yeterate’ habit of (wesring, which had been in-
Cogpiged from Her -infancy, and- confirmed by the
<> gxample of -thofe among ‘whom fhe had lived.
" ““Howevery fhe had'the rudiments of good fenfe
- from' matare; ‘which taught her to-liften to whol-
~“~fortve advice, aitd was fo doclle-2s to comprehend
" and tetsin the leflons which Rer gevernor recom-
" “‘Yaerjded ¥3 her dtterition; infemuch, that he ven-
=7 6uredy i ‘2’ few: ddys, to’ prefent her at table,
C7 Fddopy a fet'of country fqirires, to whom fhe was
i itbduced: asa-niece of ‘the lieutenant, . In.that
. capacity fhe fat with becoming eafinefs of -mien
- (for-The'was ds void of the masvaife bonte’ as any
“ “durchiel i the ‘lend) bowed very. graciovfly to

“ithe comiplinients of the gentlemen ; 'and tho’ fhe
“ fand'litele or mothing, beeaufe: the: was previdufly
" “igaationed it that feore, fhe- more than once!gave
* 7 vriy o Hughiter, “And Her'imirthh happeried:to be
< pretty el tlmed:'i;'lniéwaordg’ fhe attiacted the
s R OF » TP O ap-
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applaufe and admiration of the guefts,” who, after
fhe was withdrawn, complimented Mr. Hatch-
way upon the beauty, breeding: and good hu-
mour of his kinfwoman.

But what contributed more thanany othcr cir-
cumftance to her fpeedy improvement, was fome
fmall infight into the primer, which fhe bad ac-
quired at a day-fchool, during the life of her fa-
-thery, who was a day-labourer in the country.
Upon this foundation did Peregrine build.a moft
clexant fuperftructure ; he culled out choice fen-
tences irom Shakefpear, Otway, and Pope, and
tzught her to repeat them ' with emphalfis and
theatrical cadence: he then inftruéted her in the
names and epithets of the moft celebrated players,
which he diretted her.to pronounce occafionally,
with an air of carclefs familiarity ; and perceiy-
ing that her voice was naturally .clear, ‘he . en-
riched it with remnants of opera. tunes, to be
hummed during a paufe in converfation, which
is generally fupplied with the circulation of a
pinch of fnuft. By means of this cultivation, fhe
became a wonderful proficient in the polite
graces of the age ; fhe, with great {acility, com-
prehended the fcheme of whitt, tho’ cribbidge
was her favourite game, with which fhe had
amufed herfelf in her vacant hours, from ber firft
entrance into the profeffion of hepying ; and brag
foon grew familiar to her pra&nce and concep—
tion.

‘Thus prepared, fhe was expofed to the com-
pany of her own fex, being firft of all vifited by
tre parfon’s daughter, who could not avoid thew-

ing that civility to Mr. Hatchway’s niece, after
fhe had made her public appearance at church.
Mrs, Clover, who had a great fharc of penetra-

tion,
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tion, could-1of help. entertaining fome doabts.
about this fame.relation, whofe name fhe Fad -

never heard the'uncle mention, during the whole -
term of her refidence at the garifon ; but as the
young lady was treated in that charatter, fhe
would Bot refufe her acquaintance, and after
haviag feen her at the caftle, aCtually invited
Mifs Hatchway to her houfe. In fhort, the made
a progrefs thro’ almoft all  the families in the
neighbourhood ;- and, by dint of her quotations;
(which, by.thebye, were not-always judicioufly
ufed). the paffed for a fprightly young lady, of
uncommon learning and tafte. :
Peregrine having, in this manner, initiated her
in the beau monde of the country, conduéted het
to London, where fhe was provided with privats
lodgings:and a female” attendant ; and put her
immediately.under - the tuition -of his valet de
chambre, who had -orders to infiruct her in danc-

ing and the French language. He attended her
to.plays and concerts, three -or four times a

week ; and when our hero thought her fufficients
ly accuftomed to the fight of great company, he
fquired her in- perfon to a public affembly, and
dangced: with her among all the gay ladies of
fathion = not but that there was ftil an evident
air-of rufticity and aukwardnefs in her demea-
nor, which was interpreted into an agreeable
wildnefs of fpirit, fuperior to the forms of com-
mon breeding. He afterwards found means to
make her acquainted . with fome diftinguifhed
patterns of her own' fex, by whom:fhe was ad-
mitted ihto their moft elegant parties, and conti-
‘nued: to make good her pretenfions to gentility,
with great circumfpetion, till one evening, being
at ca:ds with-a cestain lady, whom fhe deteéted
4 in
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in the very fack of unfair conveyance, the taxed
her roundly with, the fraud, and brought upon
herkelf fuch a torrent of farcaftic reproof, as qver-
bore,3ll her manims of. caution, and burft opén
the Hoodgates of her . own natural repartee,
twanged off with the appellations of b—- and
we—, which fhe repeated with great vehe-
mence, in an attitude of manual defiance, to the
“tesrax of her antagonift, and the altonifhment of
all prefent; pay,. te fuch ah unguarded pitch
was fhe -provoked, shat ftarting up,; fhé fnape
‘ber fingers, in teflimony of difdain, and,” as the
quitted the room, applied-her ‘hand to_that part
.which was the laft of her that difappeared, invit-
ing the company to kifs it, by ane of its coarfeft
denominations. . CNL T

. G35 g gem i gt g ot
". Peregrine was a little difcqncerted at this ovei-

‘fight in her behaviour, which, by the demion of
intelligence, was in a moment conveyed toall
the private companies jn town; fo that the was
abfolutely excluded from all polite commanica-
tion, and Peregrine, for the prefent, difgraced
among the modeft part of his female acquaint-

“ance, many of whom not anly forbad him their
houfes, on.account ¢f the impudent infult he had

committed upon their honqur as well a5 undef- -

' ,ffandiq'g,, in palming a common trull.upon, thetn,
as a young lady of birth and education, but alfo
afperfed his family, ‘by affirming that the was ac-
tually ‘his own coufin-german, whom he bad

 precipitately . raifed, fram ;the moft abje&k ftate 'of
ﬁumilit'y and contempt, . In revengé for this ca-
lumay, oyr young gentleman explained the
whole myftery of her promotion, togethet with
the motives that indiiced him to bring her ‘into t
fafhionable world ; and repeated among his com-

: I C - panions,

g Er R 3T P bk P cw— pT e e em o

4T T pr- s ek .

P S 2

> =



PEREGRINE PICKLE. 3:
panions, the; éxtha%ax;t ‘eheomiums, which ‘had
been beftowed upori fier. by the” imoft difeerning
tﬁiﬁ’én.s“offhé Aag-e. : v. J .: i ,,;:. ~‘.(. ais i“.‘_“ .
{Méan while, ‘the nfinta Berfelf being rebuked

;by Her 'beniefalor, for this inftance of misbehs-
“Viour,_ promifed faithfully to keep a firiter guard
“for the future over her condudl, and 'ﬁppiiéﬁie’_r—
-felf with great affiduity to the fludies, in which
“fhé was affiftéd‘By the Swifs,Who graduatly loft
“the freedotn of his heart,” while the was profiting

3

[N

“by i inftniction. In other words, The made a
“conquelt of her preceptor, who yieling to'the
“inftigations of the flefh, chofe a proper opportu-
“nity to declare his paflion, which was powerfully
‘yecommended by his perforial qualifications ; and
‘his intentions being honourable, fhe liftened to
“hiis " propofals “6f "efpoufing” hér“in_private. ' In
{éﬁﬁj‘éqﬁéqtie‘_ of this apgreemerit, they made an
“¢lopement together; and” being buckled at the
flee€,” confummated their nuptials in private lodg-
_ings, by the Seven' Dials, from which the hus-
‘band néxt morning Tent a letter to our hero, beg-
ging forgiveriefs for the ‘clandeftine fiep he had
: ék’gi, ‘which he foleminly protefted was not ow-
ing Yo any abatement in his inviolable regard for
his mafter,. whom he fhould always honour and
efteen to his lateft breathi, but indirely to the ir-
FelFbIE charms of the young lady, to whoth he
was flow fo happy as to be joined'in’ the" filken
bonds of mafriage, "t T v
Pefegrine; tho” at ‘firft offended at his valet’s
prefumption,  was, upor fecond thoughts, fécon-
ciled to the event by which' he was delivered
+ -from an_ incumbrance ; for by this time he had
performed his frolick, and ‘begun to be tired of
his acquifition. He refleted on the former ﬁ](_!e-
3 iy
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ity of the Swifs, which had been manifefted in a
long courfe of fervice and attachment ; and think-
ing it would be cruelly fevere to abandon him to
poverty and diftrefs for one venial trefpafs, he

.refolved to pardon what he had done, and enable
him in fome fhape to provide for the family
which he had intailed upon himfelf.

~ With thefe fentiments, he fent a favourable

-anfwer to the delinquent, defiring to fee bim as
foon as his paffion would permit him to leave the
arms of his fpoufe, for an hour or two ; and
Hedgj, in obedience to this intimation, repaired
immediately to the lodgings of his mafter, before
whom he appeared with a moft penitential afpe&t.
Peregrine, tho’ he could fcarce help laughing at
his rueful length of face, reprimanded him fharp-
ly for his difrefpet and ingratitude, in taking that
by ftealth which he might have had for afking ;
and the culprit affured him, that next to the ven-
geance of God, his difpleafure was that which,
of all evils, he dreaded to incur; but that love
had diftra&ed his brain in fuch a manner, as to
banith every other confideration but that of grati-
fying his defire ; and he owned, that he fhould

-not have been able to preferve his fidelity and
duty to his own father, had they interfered with
the intereft of his paffion. He then appealed to
“his mafter’s own heart for the remiflion of his
guilt, alluding to certain circumftances of our
hero’s conduét, which evinced the defperate cf-
fe&s of love. Infhort, he made fuch an apology
as extorted a fmile from his offended judge, who
not only forgave his tranfgreflion, but alfo pro-
mifed to put him in fome fair way of earning a
comfortable fubfiftence, '

: The
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* The Swifs was fo much affe@ed with this in-
ftance of generofity, that he fell upen his knees,
and kifled his hand, -praying . to heaven, with
great fervour, to make him worthy of fuch good-

.nefs and condefcenfion. His fcheme, he faid, was

toopen a coffcehoufe and tavern in fome credits
able part of the town, in hopes of being favour-
ed with the cuftom of a numerous acquaintance
he had made among upper fervants and reputable
tradefmen, not doubting that his wife would be
an ornament to his bar, and a-careful manager of
his affairs.  Peregrine approved. of the plan, to-
wards the execution of which he made him and
his wife: a prefent of five hundred pounds, toge-
ther with a promife of ere@ing a weekly club
among his friends, for the reputation and-advans’
tage of thehoufe.. .. _

Hadgi was fo tranfposted with his good fortune,
that he ran to Pipes,  wha was in the room, and
baving. hugged him with great cordiality, and
made his obeifance to his mafter, hied him home
10 his yokefellow, to communicate his happinefs,
cutting capers, .and. talking to himfelf all the
way., S . i

. CHAP. XCVL

He is vifited by Pallet 5. contracts an intimacy with
a New-market nobleman; and is by the knowing-
omes- taker in. R '

BIS affair being fettled, and our adventus

rer, forthe prefent, free of all female con-
nexions, he returned to his former courfe of faft
living; among the bucks of the town, and per-
: formed
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formed innumerable exploits among whores, but
lies, rooksy: conflables, and juftices of the peace.
In the midft.of thefe occupations, he was one
morning vifited by his old fellow-traveller Pallet;
whofe appearance gave him' equal -furprize- and
concern.  Tho’ the weather was fevere, lic: ' was
cloathed in the thin fummer-drefs which he had
wore at Paris, and was now not only threadbare,
but in fome parts a&ually patched ; his ftockings,
by a repetition of that pralice known among
ceconomifls by the term of coaxing, hung like
pudding-bags about his ankles ; his fhirt, tho’
new-wafh’d, was of the faffron hue, and in di-
vers places appeared through the crannies of his
breeches ; be had exchanged his own hair for a
fmoke-dry’d tye-periwig, which all the flour in
his drudging-box had not been able to whiten ;
his eyes were funk, bis jaws lengthened beyond
their ufual extenfion; and he feemed twenty
years alder than he looked when he and ous hero
ported at Rotterdam. : ,

. In fpite of all thefe evidences of decay, he ace
cofted him with » meagze affe@ation of content
and good humour, ftruggled piteoufly to appear
gay and unconcerned, profefled his joy at feeing
him in England, excufed himfelf for having de-
la?'ed fo long to come and prefent his refpects ;
alledging, that fince his return he -had been a
meer flave to the fatisfaltion of fome perfons of
guality and tafte, who had infifted upon his
inithing fome pieces with the utmoft expedi-
tion, o .
Peregrine reccived him with that compaffion
atd complaifance which was patural to his dif-
pofition, inquired about the healths of Mrs. P?l-
’ et
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let-and. his family, and afked:if ‘his friend. the
dofloy was in tomwn. Fhe painter feersod:to have

rofumed hig refentment: againt. that gendeman,

of whom he fpoke:in contemptuousterms: ¢ The
dodtor (faid he) is fo much overfhadowed with
prefumption- and felf: conceit, that his merit has
norelief. - It does not rife. T here is no keepin
in the pi@ure, my dear Sir. - All the fame as if
were : to ' reprefent: the moon under a cloud ;
there would: be nothing but a deep mafs of
fhade, with a little tiny fpeck of light in she
middle, which would only ferve to make, as it
were, the darknefs vifible. You underftand me.
Had: he taken my advice, it might have been
better for him; but he’s bigotted to his own
opiniorr. You muft knmow, Mr. Pickle, upon
our geturn to England, I counfelled him to com-
pofe-a little, : fmarty clever ode upon my Cleo-
patra..- As -Gad fhall judge me, 1 theught it
would have been of fome fervice, in helping him
out of obfcurity ; for you know, as Sir Richard
obferves,

Soom will that die, which adds thy fame to mine.
Let-me then live, join'd to a work of thine.:

By the. bye, there is a moft piGturefque con-
tralt in thefe lines, of thy and me, living and dy-
ing, .and -thing'and mine.:. Ah! a pize upon it!
Dicle,.-after 1all, was the man. Ecod! he
rounded jr. off. But, to return to this unhappy

‘young man, would you believe it, he toffed up

his;igefe at .my . friendly propofal, and gabbled
fme.tﬁmg iny.(oreek; - which is not worth re-
peating: " “F'hg icafe ~was this, my dear Sir;  he
-Was out of humour at the negle&t of the¢ worll_}l.

€
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Hy thought the poets of the age were jealous of
his geniusy :and ftrove ta crufh it accordingly,
while the reft of mankind wanted talle fufficient
to difcern it.. For my own partj; I profefs my-
felf one of thefe; 2nd as the clown in Billy
Shakefpear fiys of the courtier’s oathy had I
fworn by the dofor’s genius, that the pancakes
were. naught, they might have been for all that
very good, yet fhouldn’t I have been forfworn.
Let that be as it will, he retired from towa in
great. dudgeon, and fet up bis reft near a hill in
D:rby(bire, with two tops, refembling Parnaffus,
and a well at the bottom, which he had chriftened
Hyp-o-the-Green. Egad | if he ftays in that ha~
bitation, ’tis my. 6pinion he’:} foon- grow green
.with the hip indeed. - He’ll be glad-of an oppor-
tunity to return  to the fleth-pots of Egvpty and
pay his court to the flighted queen; Cleopatra.
Ha ! we!l remembered, by this light, . You fhall
know, my good Sir, that this fame Egvptian
princefs has been courted by fo many gailan's of
tafte, that as [ hope to live, I found myfelf ia
fome fort of a dilemma, becauf in parting w:th
her to one, Ifhould have difoblized all his rivals.
Now a man would not chufe to give oficnce to
his friends, at leaft I lay it down as a maxim, to
avoid the fmalleft appearance of ingratitude.
Perhaps I may be in the wrong.  But every man
has his. way. Far this reafon, I propofed to all
the candidates,. that a lottery or raffle fhould be
fet on foot, by which every individual would
have an equal chance for her good graces, and
the prize to be left to the decifion of foriune.
The fcheme was mightily relifhed, and the terms
being fuch a triflc as half a guinea, the whole
‘town. crouded into my houfe, in order to fub-

: feribe,
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fcribe. But there I was their humble fervant.
. Gentlemen, you muft have a little patience till-

my own particular friends are ferved. Among
that number, Ido myfelf the honour to confider
Mr. Pickle. Here is a copy of the propofals;
and if the lift fhould be adorned with his name,
I hope, notwithftanding his merited fuccefs’
among the young ladies, he will for -once be
fthunned by thatlittle vixen called Mifs Fortune ;
he, he, he!” - . - : '
So faying, he bowed with 2 thoufand apifh
congés, and prefented his paper to Peregrine,’
who feeing the number of {ubfcribers was li--
mited to one hundred, faid he thought him too
moderate in his expectations,” as he did not doubt’
that his piCture would be a cheap purchafe at five
hundred, inftead of fifty pounds, at which ‘the’
price was fixed. To this unexpeQed remark:
Pallet anfwered, that amoug connoiffeurs he
would not pretend to appraife bis piture; but’
that, in valuing his works, he was obliged to
bave an eye to the Gothic ignorance of the age
in which he lived. S
Our adventurer faw at once into the nature of-
this raffle, which was no other than-a begging-
fhift to difpofe of a paultry piece, that he could-
not otherwife have fold for twenty fhillings.
However, far from fhocking the poor man in’
diftrefs, by dropping the leaft hint of his con-’
jeture, be defired to be favoured with fix
chances, if the circumftances of his plan-would -
indulge him fo far ; and the painter, -after fome-
hefitation, condefcended to comply with his re-
queft, out of pure friendfhip and veneration ;*
tho’ he obferved, that in fo doing he muft ex-
clude fome of his moft intimate: companions.
Having
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Haymg::naceivod hhcthey, ‘et puve Pickle his*
add;g sefiring-besweou ‘Cofvéhience, ©
vilig the. nxanca& cwho, udmm Wokld if- ’
play bex thof wngagisr asrmdions, i’ ‘erdertd
c;pthmﬁiqn; ik s ledve; extrefney!
Y well plea{odn\mh he: famm% appliéai
w':_ T «—~'rﬂz\ ot ,,v,' N 10F
Thp‘-Bmgaﬁu was temspted ‘Widh-the eutiblity™
of(emg this partsaisy whicls He Hmtpined” ni:gc
contain fome analogy :to the ‘ridicaldus od&ky‘ of? -
the paitery. e wowldsiot 3 himflf ‘to e’
diagrecable- altermative of - the* pers-
formanee, ‘contrary ta ‘thebdifhates of tonfeiende”?
- and.commen: fenfe, or of comddmiing - it;’ to thes
mortificaion of the -iniferabld aul?
ther ; and therefore never dreamt ‘6F retorn
the-paintec’s vilit : nor did humrmr%f the {
l“my‘b’ M Q,Sf’ll’"ﬂ‘:)s.p—
. Abgut this tishe he mwueel to: (pendcatew’’
wegks at the country:feat of 2 ¢ertsin- nobleani 2
with whom he:bad . contrated an‘ acqm:ﬁiau&é o
in the.courfe,of bis ‘debsucticsy: whichy we bavé s
already defcribed ; and his lordfhip being remarks<?
able for bis-fhill and fuccefs in borfe-ratings: s
houls was, continually: filled; withi th cofinditfetits*3

and. admirers of  that fport, ‘;Xoﬁ ‘which' the>”
u

whole convesfation tarsed, ‘infomuch that Peres
gring . gradually- imbibed fone ‘knowledge ifi -t
horfer fiefhy. and the- diverfions of the courfey for
the whole occmpatidn of ‘the:: day,texclufve ‘pf 1
eating, and drinkiogy; gonfifted- in Vewing,’ -1
naging agd- his dordfhipd'ludio oy 242
Qur hezo Josked upon thele sufefermentswithi!c
an.exye of tafle, as well as curidfity s dg'¢oAtdTEC ‘q
plaged. the animat ap-2 beausiful andislepain pre! 1

of the.creafion, arid relifhed thie: furprifing ‘exers

[ tl‘n
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tion_of. its fpeed. with-a refincd had chfidal
lxghx. In.a little: time he: becasde- perfoitally” icq:
quainted-with gvery haode in-the ftades: ‘
tere! bnmfe{m&l&mwu‘m.« Mﬂ!e‘
he.. d his -appekite for: knowl W
ohrc;rvmg e Faathods of preparing ‘their ies.'
and training them to the race. His landlord fiw’
w*,&nsemgsd <higeagoracs, fram  ithich -he
promylad imfalf- fommddvmi e kxue“«"
~veral private matches for &ds wmmm. '

ﬂn:rﬁsd dirmats by perwiting i to-
be, Ji;ccg[sfuhll;m bemd-amdi Tb\l:'

gbaeoyﬁ inte a-fpirit- of keednefs:
ﬂdadyegtuw. and_difpofed: to-depénd upom kis:
own_ judgment, in oppelitien to that of - '
2 ik smade courbng: the fole Swdy ‘of sheir
fives, : Hgamap my lord to. Newmiasket,
and eatering at ence into the gomiss of the place,
was yaasked: &: fair: game;,: by all:the knewittg
anes. theseaflembled,  maoy of whom found -
M;q,tch it %, in fpito of all the: cautions ’
and adawnisions of his lordihip, who mted to
referye him.fos his.awn ufe. . :
1t is almoft. impoflibls for any ntan, lctlum :
be never, fo fearful or: pblegmatic, 10 bo ail wa-
‘eoncerped fpeftator in_ this: bufy foeme. The:
demon of phxbovm in the' air, like 2 pefti-
leatial,vapoyr, tainting the miads of aH prefent -
with infallible. infaclion, which commmnicates -
from aste,perfon 40 andthes, like the circalation-
o: agg:zl:enl fgwmc Psmgml:n 'alftuelwth:'_"
this epidemig difiemger 16 & viol t&gdeé ’
after having. loft. a-few loofe hundreds; in Thib
Progrefs , Shyough. khis: vakious:: reeiretic Of “thie” ©
place, sniernd  ioto pantmerthip witly: his ‘ndble
fncadm  grand match, upen the iffue ofrvhch
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he. ventured no lefs- thart three thoufand poundss
Indeed, he would not have rifqued fuch a cen-
fiderable fum, had not his own confidence been-
reinforced by the apinion - and concurrence of his
lordfhip, who hazarded an equal bett upon -the
fame event. Thefe two aflociates engaged them-
felves in the penalty of fix thoufand pounds, to:
run one chaife and -four againft another, three
times round the eoutfe ; and our adventurer had.
the fatisfaltion of feeing his antagonifis diftanced’
in the firft and fecond heat ; but all of a fudden,’
one of the horfes of his machine was knocked
up, by which accident, the viftory was ravithed
almoft from his very grafp,- and he-was -obliged-
to endure the:damage and the fcorn. B
- He was deeply affe@ed with this misfortune,’
which he‘imputed to his own extravagance-and:
temerity, butdiftavered no external figns of af-:
fliGtion, becaufe his: illafkrious partner.bore his
lofs with the moft philofophic refignation, con-:
foling himfelf, as well as Pickle, with--the hope:
of making it up, on fome other occafion, Ne--
verthelefs, our young gentleman could- not help
admiring and everr envying -his ‘equanimity, not
knowing that his lordfhip had managed matters
fo as to be a gainer by the misfortune ; which to*
retrieve, Peregrine purchafed feveral horfes, at:
the recomaiendation of his friend 5 and . inftead
of -returning to Londen, made a.tour -with him
to all the celebrated. races in England, at which,:
after feveral wiciffitydes of. fortugey he made
fhift, - before the end of the feafon, to treble!
bis lofs. S : T
- But.his 'hopes feemed to increafe with' his illt
Ia¢k 5 and in the beginning of winter fre came®
to town,. fully perfuaded that fortune. muft ne-:
s ceflarily

v
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ceflarily change, and that next feafon he fhould
reap the happy fruits of his experience. In this
confidence, he feemed to drown all ideas of pru-
dence and ceconomy ; his former expence was
mere parfimony, compared with that which he
now incurred : he fubfcribed to the opera, and
half a “dozen concerts at different parts of the
fown ; was a benefallor to feveral hofpitals, pur-
chafed a colle&tion of valuable pi@ures, took an
houfe, and furnithed it in a moft magnificent
tafte, laid in a large ftock of French wines, and
gave extravagant entertainments to his qualit(-
friends, who in return loaded him with compli-
ment, and infifted upon his making ufe of their
intereft and good-will,

CHAP. XCVIL

e is takem into the proteftion of a great man
feis up - for member of parliamenmt ; is difaps
‘pointed in bis expellation, and finds himfelf
egregioufly omtwitted., :

MONG thefe profeffed patrons, the
greateft part of whom Peregrine faw thro’y

there was one great perfonage, who feemed to
fupport with dignity the fphere in which fortune
had placed him. His behaviour to Pickle was
not'a feries of grinning complaifance, in a flat
repetitionr of general expreflions of friendthip and
regard. He demeined himfelf with a feemingly
honet referve, in point of profefion; his ad-
vances to Peregrine appeared to be the refult of
delibesation and experiment; be chid the young
gentleman for his extrav.gance with the autho-
rity of a parent, and the fincerity of a faft
Vor. IV, D friend ;
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fiiend ; and having, by gradual inquirics, made
himfelf acquainted with the ftate of his private
atlairs, condemned his condu@ with an air of
candour and concern. He reprefented to him
the folly and dangerous confequences of the pro-
fligate, life jn which he had plunged himfelf,
counfclled him with great warmth to fell off his
race-horfes, which would otherwife infenfibly eat
him up; to retrench all fuperfluous  expence,
wlich would only ferve to expofe him to the si-
dicule and ingratit:de of thofe who were bene-
fited by it; to lay ovt his money upon fecure
mortgages, at good intereft ; and carry into exe-
cution his former defizn of ftanding candidate
for a borough, at the enfuing election for a new
parliament; in which cale, -this nobleman pro-.
mifed to affit him with his influence and advice ;
affuring him, that if he could once procure a feat
in the houfe, he might look upon his fortune as
already made. o '

Our adventurer perceived the wifdom and fa-
nity of this advice, for which he made his -ac-
knowledgments to his generous monitor, pro-
tefting that he would adhere to it in every pargi-~
cular, and immediately fet about a reformation.
He accordingly took cognizance of his moft mi-
nute aftairs, and after an exaclt fcrutiny, gave
his. patron to underftand, that, exclufive of his
furniture, his fortune was reduced to fourteen
thoufand three hundred and thirty pounds, in
Bank and South-Sea annvities, over and above
‘the garifon and its appendages, which he reckoned
at fixty pounds a year. He therefore defired,
that as his lordihip had been fo kind as to faveur
bim with his friendfhip and advice, he would: ex-
tend his &,cncroﬁty ftill farther, by putting him in

Lo 3
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a way of making the moft advantage of his mo-
ney. My lord faid, that for his own part he did not
chufe - to ' meddle in money-matters 5 “that he
‘would find abundance of peoplé ready to borrow it
upon land-fecurity ; but that he ought to'be ex-
tremely cautious’ in 4 tranfa&ion of fuch confe-
‘quence ; promifing at the fame time, to cmploy
his own fteward, in feeking out a mortgager to

whom it might be fafely lent. ‘

" This agent was accordingly fet at work, and
for a few days madc a fruitlefs inquiry; fo that
the young gentleman was obliged to have re-
courfe to his own intelligence, by which he got
notice' of feveral people of reputed credit, who
offered him morttgages for the whole fum ; hut
when he made a report of the particulars to his
noble friend, his lordfhip ftarted fuch doubts and
‘ objections relating to each, that he was deterred
from entering into any engagements with the pro-
pofers ; congratulating himfelf, in the mean time,
on his good fortune, in being favoured with the
‘advice and direCtion of fuch a Tage counfellor.
“Neverthelefs, he began to be impatient, a‘ter
‘having unfuccefifully confulted all the money-
brokers and conveyancers about town, and re-
folved to try the expedient of a public advertife-
ment. But he was perfuaded by my lord to
poftpone that experiment, until cvery cther me-
thod fhould have failed, becaufe it would attra&
the attention of all the pettifoggers in Londou,
who (though they might not be able to-over-
'rcachg would infallibly harrafs and teize him out

of all tranquillity, : :

~ Tt was on the back of this converfation that
‘Peregrine, chancing to meet the fteward near hia
_ lord’s houfe, flopped him in the ftreet, to give
. ' D2 © bim

14
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Kifh an dccount of" his bad luck § at which the
other -exprefled “fome conoern, and rubbing: his
chin . with * his ‘hand, .in a mufing pefture, «told

Pickle, there was d thought juft come .into his:
head, pointing out one way of doing his bufinefs .
effeCtually. . The youth, upon this. intimation,

begg’d he would accompany him to the next cof-
fee-houfe, in which having chofen a private fitua-
tion, this grave manager gave him to underfland,
that a part of my lord’s ettate was mortgiged, in
confequence of a debt contraled by his grand-
father, for provifion to- the younger children . of
the family; and that the equity of redemption
would be foreclofed in a few months, unlefs the
burthen could be difcharged. ¢¢ My lord (faid
he) has always lived in a fplendid manner, and
notwithftanding his ample fortune, together with
the profits accruing from the pofts he enjoys, he
faves fo little money, that, upon this occafiony 1
know he will be obliged to borrow ten thoufand
pounds, to make up the fum that is requifite -to
redeem the mortgage. Now, certain I am, that
when his defign comes to be known, he will be
follicited on all hands, by people defirous of lend-
ing money upon fuch undoubted fecurity ; -and
*tis odds but he has already promifed the pre-
ference to fome particular acquainitance. How-
ever, as I know he has your intereft very much
at heart, I will (if you pleafe) found his lord-
fhip upon the fubject, and in a day or two give you
notice of my fuccefs.” . -
Percgrine, ravithed with the pro/peét of fettling
this affair fo much to his fatisfaltion, thanked
the fteward for his friendly hint and undertaking,
‘which he affured him fhould bc dcknowledged by
‘amore folid proof of his gratitude, provided the
bu-

Lo £ K @ e
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bufinefsicould be brought:to bear ; and next day,
be.swas vifited by this kind. manager, with-the
happy news of his lordthip’s having confented to
borcaw ten thoufand pounds of- his ftock, wpon
mortgage,. at the intereft of five per Cent. This
information he received as an-inftance of the fin-
gular efteem of - his noble patron ; and the papers
being immediately drawn and executed, the mo=
ney was depofited in the hands of the mortgager,
who, .in.the’hearing of the lender, laid ftreng
isjunélions on his fteward to pay the intereft
punétually at quarter-day.
_.The beft part of our hero’s fortune being thus
happily depofited, and the agent gratified with a
prefens. of fifty pieces, he began to put his re-
srenching fcheme in execution ; all his fervanis
{ Fipes.excepted) were difcharged, his chariot and
runping:horfes difpofed of, his houfe-keeping
hroke up, and his furniture fold by aution: nay,
" ghe heat. of his difpoficion was as remarkable in
this, 3s in any other tranfalion of his life; for
eyery. ftep of.his faving proje& was taken with
fuch eagernefs, and even precipitation, that moft
wf_ his- companions thought. he was either ruined
of mad, But he anfwered all their expoftulations
with.a ftring of prudent apophthegms, fuch as,
¢ The fhorteft follies are the beft ;> < Better.
to retrench - upon convition than compulfion 3°*
aod divers other wife maxims,  feemingly the re-
fult of experience and philofophic refletion. To
fuch 2 degree of enthufiafim did his prefent ceco-
‘pomy. prevail, that he was-atually feized with
the defire of amaffing; and as he every day re-
ceived  propofals, from thofe brokers whem he
bad gmployed, about .tls\ difpofal of his cafh, he
) . o - 3 at
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at length ventured-fifteen hundred pounds .upon
bottomry, being: tempted by the exceflive. pre-
Jmium.
* But it muft be obfe.rved, for the hcmour of our
adventurer, that this reformation did not at all in-
terfere with the good qualities- of his heart: be
-was ftill as friendly and benevolent as ever, tho’
his liberality was more fubje€icd to the reftraint
of reafon 5 and he might bhave jultly pleaded, in
“vindication of his generofity, that he retrenched
the fuperfluities in his own way of living, in or-
der to preferve the power of aflifting his fellow-
creatures in diftrefs. Numberles were the ob-
je€ts to which he extended his charity in private.
Indeed, he exerted this virtue in fecret,. not only
on account of avoiding the charge of oﬁcnta-
tion, but alfo becaufe he was athamed of being
dete@ed in fuch an awkward unfafhionahle prag-
tice, by the cenforious obfervers of this humage
generation. In this partlcular, he .feemed. $o
confound the ideas of virtue and, vice ; for he did
good as other people do evil, that is, by ftealth ;
and was fo capricious in point of behaviour, that
frequently, in public, he wagged his tongue in
futirical animadverfions upon that poverty,  which
his hand had, ‘in private, relieved. Yet, far
“from fhunning the acquaintance, or difcouraging
the folicitation of thofe who, he thought, wanted
his affiftance, he was always acceffible, open, and
“complacent to them, even when the haughtinefs
-of his temper kept his fuperiors at a diftange ;

and often faved a modeft ‘man the anguxlh and '

- confufion of declaring himfelf, by penetrating in-
to his neceflity, and anticipating his requcﬂ;, ina
trank ofter of his purfe and fncndﬂnp, X

ot
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Not that he pra&ifed this beneficence to all the
‘needy of his acquaintance, without diftin&ion’;
there is always a fet of idle’ profligate fellows,
who having fquandered away their own fortunes,
and conquered all fenfe of honour end fhamne,
maintain themfelves by borrowing from thofe
"who have not yet finithed the fame career, and
want refolution to refift their importunate de-
mands. ' To thefe he was always inflexible ;
though he could not abfolutely detach himfeif from
their company, becaufe, by dint of effrontery,
and fuch of their original connexions as they have
been ‘able to retain, they find admiffion to all
places of fafhionable refort.

Several infuccefsful attacks had bern made up-
‘on his pocket, by beggars of this clafs, one «f
the moft artful of whom, baving one day joined
“Him ih the Mall, and made the ufual obfervation

-“on -the weather, damned the fogs of London,
“and began a différtation on the difference of air,
" preferring that of the county in which he was
born, to any climate under the fun. ¢ Was you
“ever in Gloucefterfhire?” (faid he to Peregrine)
"who replying in the negative, he thus went on:
“¢€ T have got a houfe there, where I fhould be
‘glad to fee you. ~ Let us go down together, dur-
ing the Eafter-holidays ; I can promife you good
" country-fare and wholefome exercife ; for 1 have

" ‘every thing within myfel, and as good a pack of
- _fox-hounds as any in the three kingdoms. "I

fhan’t pretend to expatiate upen the clegance of
the houfe, which to be fure is an old building;
"and thefe, you know, are generally cold, and
fot very convenient. But, curfe the houfe | the
dirty acrey about it are the thing ; and a damn’d

fine parcel they are, to be fure. If my old
' ' D4 - grand-
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N %ran.dmothcr was dead—fhe can’t live another
“féfon, for the’s turned .of fourfcore, and quite
~'wore out : nay, as for that matter, I believe I
" have got 3 letter in my pocket, giving an account
_of her being defpaired of by the doftors. Let me
‘fee—No, d—nit, 1left it at home, in the pocket
_'ef another coat.”.

Pickle, who from the beginning of this ba-

rangue, faw its tendency, feemed to yield the.

‘moft ferious attention to what he faid ; breaking
in upon it, every now and then, with the inter-
jeCtions, Hum ! Ha! The deuce! and feveral
civil queftions, from which the other con-
ceived happy omens of fuccefs; till perceiving
they had advanced as far as the paffage into St.
James’s, the mifchievous youth interrupted him
all at once, fayingy ¢ I fee you are for the end
“of the walk; this is my way.”” With thefe
words he took his leave of the f{aunterer, who
would have delayed his retreat, by calting to him
_#loud, that he had not yet defcribed the fituation
“of kis cuftle.  But Pcregrine, without ftopping,

anfwered in the fame tone, ¢¢ Another time w
do as well ;” and in 2 moment difappeared, legv-
" ing the proje€tor very much mortified with his dif-
appointment ; for his intention was to clofe the
delcription, with a demand of twenty pieces, to
b= repaid out of the firft remittance he fhould re-

. ceive from his eftate. , S
' It would have been well for our hero, had Be
always acted with the fame citcumfpeétion : but
he had his unguarded moments, in which he féil
_a'prey to_the unfufpeting integrity of his own
“ heart. - There was a perfon among the number
'of his acquaintances, whofe converfation he par-
“ticularly relifhed, becaufe it was frank, agreea bl&:(i

N ) an
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“and fraught with many fénfible obfervatxons upon
:the ctaft and tréachery of tnahkmd This gen-
* tleman Had' made fhift ¢o" difcufs a very gcntecl
*Fortune; ' though: it was fpent’ withi tafte and re-
“putation; arrd now was reduced to his fhifts for
" the maintenance of his family, which confifted
of a wife and child. Not that he was deflitute
“of the’neceffaries of life, being comfortably fup-
“plied by the bounty of his friends: but th's was
“a provifiofi not at all fuited to his inclination;
“and he had endeavoured, by divers unfuccefsful
~fchemes, to retrieve his former independency.
"* Peregrine happened one evening to be fitting
=alone ‘in a coffee-houfe, where he over-heard a
“‘converfation between this fchemerandanother gen-

~ “tleman, touching an affair that engaged his atten-

-tioni. . T'he ftranger had been left truftee for fif-
“teen hundred pounds bequeathed to the other’s
~daughter by 'an aunt, and was ftrongly folicited
“to pay the money to the child’s father, who af-
- fured him, he had then an opportunity to lay it
-’out in fuch a manner, as would greatly conduce
* to the advantage of his family. The truftee re-
"minded him of the nature of his charge, which
made him accountable for the money, until the
“child ‘fhould have attained the age of elghteen H
“buf at the fame time gave him to underftand,
“that if he could procure fuch fecurity as would
indemnify him from the confequences, he would
_forthwith pay the legacy into his hands. T this .
opofal the father replied, that it was not to be
?rppored he would rifque the fortune of his only
“ehild, upon' any uila or precarious iffue ; and
th;re"ore he thought it rcafonable, that he fhou!d
bave the ufe of it in the, mean time; and that, as

‘o fecurity, he was loth ‘to’ trouble'any of his
Ds friends
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. friends;about,- 3, effair which might be compros
-3 amifed :without their, ipterpofition ; obferving, that
.1~ be would not lock-.upan his. condefcenfion 2 a
- fatowry if. obtained by, a. fecurity, on which: he
+.‘could borrow: the .fame. fum from any. ufurer in
S'Jtow‘no . . N B L. “
-+ . After much importunity oh one fide; and ava-
. fion on the other, the money’d gentleman told
him, that though he would not. fusrender the
fum depofited in his hands, for the ufe of his
- daughter, he would lend him. what he fhould
. have occafion for, in the mean time ; and if, up-
on her being of age, he fhould be able to obtain
her concurrence, the money fhould be placed to
- her account ; provided he could find any perfon
of credit, who would join with him in a bond,
for the aflurance of the lender. . This provifo
‘was an obftrection which the other would not
have been able to furmount, without great diffi-
culty, had not his caufe been efpoufed by gur
hero, who thought it was pity a man of hongur
and underftanding fhould fuffer in his principal
concerns, on fuch a paultry confidefation. . He
‘therefore, prefuming on-his acquaintance, -inter-
pofed in the converfation as a friend, who .in-
terefted himfelf in the affair; and being fully-in-
formed of the particulars, offered himfelf as a
Mecurity for the lender. . . . . . .
This gentleman being a- ftranger to Peregrine,
was next day made acquainted with. his funds ;
and, without farther fcruple, accommodated his
- friend with one thoufand pounds; for which he
.took their bond, payable in fix months, though
he protefted that the money fhould never be de-
manded, until the infant fhould be of age, unlefs
- fome accident fhould happen which he Qonldunot
. AN 1€
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" then forefee. Pickle belioved this declaration fin-
‘- -cere, becaufe he could bave no intereft in dif-
" fembling: but what he chiefly depended upon,
- for his own fecurity, was the integrity and con-

fidence of the borrower, who affured him, that
happen what will, he thould be able to ftand be-

- tween him and all danger ; the nature of his plan

being fuch, as would infallibly treble the fum ina

very few months. - .
I a little time after this tranfation," writs be-

ing iffued out for ele@ing a new parliament, our

" adventurer, by the advice of his patron, went

~ into the country, in order to canvafs for a bo-
-- rough, and lined his pockets with a competent

thare of bank-notes for the occafion. But, in

- this proje&, he unfortunately happened to inter-

* fere with the intereft of a great family in the op=«
- pofition, who, for a long feries of years, had
" made members for shat place ; and were now fo

much offended at the intrufion of our young
gentleman, that they threatened to fpend ten

‘thoufand pounds in fruftrating his defign. This
‘menace was.no other than an.incitement to Pe-

rine, who confided fo much in his own in-

fluence and addrefs, that he verily believed he

thould be able to bafle his grace, even in his
own territories, and by that victory eftablith his
reputation and .intereft with the minifter, who,

-through the recommendation of his noble friend,
ceuntenanced -his caufe, and would have been

very well pleafed to fec one of his greateft ene-

- anies fuffer fuch a difgraceful overthrow, which

would have, moreover, in a great meafure thaken
his credit with his faQtion.

< Ourhero, intoxicated with the ideas of pride
and'mbidon;fmanbi;btagm.no;thc e, io the

€X€-~
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exécution of 'this project. He fpared no expence
in treating: the eleGors; but finding himfelf . ri-
- valled, in this refpe&, by his cempetitor, who
was powerfully fupported, he 'had -recoutfe to
thofe qualifications in which he thought himfeif
fuperior. He made balls for the ladies, vifited
the matrons of the corporation, adapted himfelf
- to their various humours with furprifing facility,
drank with thofe who loved a cherithing cup in

private, made love to the amorous, prayed with
the religious, goffiped with thofe who delighted

in fcandal, and with great fogacity contrived
agreeable prefents to them. all. This was the
moft effeGual method of engaging fuch ele&ors
as were under the influence of their wives 3 and
as for the reft, he aflailed them in their awn
way, fetting whole hogfheads of beer.and wine
abroach, for the benefit of all comers.; and info
thofe fordid hearts that liquor would not open,
he found means to convey himfelf by the help of
a golden key. . o

-~ "While he thus exerted himfelf, his antagonift
was not idle ; his age and .infirmities would not
permit him to enter perfonally into their parties 5
but his fteward and adherents beftirred them-
felves with great induftry and perfeverance ; -and
the market for votes ran fo .high, - that Pickle’s
ready money was exhaufted before. thé day of

-eletion ; and he was obliged to write to his pa-

tron an account of the dilemma to which he was
seduced ; intreating him to take fuch fpeedy mea-

fures, as would enable him to finifh the bufin
which he had fo hippisy begum - - R
This nobleman communicated the circumw.
ftances of the cafe to the minifter, and.inra day
or two our candidate found credit with the re-
- ceiver-
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Seiver-genieral of e county; -who lerit "him
twelve hundred :poutids: on - his perfonal note,
payable on'demand. ' By means of this new fup-
ply, he managed mattersi fo fuccefsfully; that an
‘evident mdjority of vétes was fecured in his inte-
reft ;- and nothing could have obftruéted his elee-
tion, ‘had not the noble peer who fet up his com-
petitor, in order to avoid the fhame and mortifi-
<cation of being foiled int his own borough, offer-
ed to compromife the affair' with his honour, by
giving up two members in another place, pro-
vided the O%Eoﬁtion' thould ceafe in-his own cor-
poration. 'This propofal was greedily embraced ;
and, -on the eve of election, Peregrine received
ari-intimation from his patren, defiring him to
giie his pretenfions; on pain of his and the mini«
fter’s difpleafure; and premifing that he thouM
be ele@ed for anether place. : -

. No other difappointment in life could have given
him fuch chagrin as he felt at the receit of this
tantalizing order, by which thecup of fuccefs was
fhatched from Mis lip, and all the ‘vanity of his
ambitious-hepe humbled in the duft. He curs’d
the whole chain’ of his court connexions, inveigh-
ed with great animofity againlt the rafcally
fcheme of ‘politicks, ‘to which he was-facrificed 3
and in conclufion fwore he would not give up the
fruits of his own addrefs for the pleafure of any
miniftet upon. earth.  This laudable refolution,
however,: was rendered ineffe@ual’ by his friend
the: receiver-general,  who ‘was bearer . of the
meflage, and (after having, in vain, endeavoured
to perfuade him to fabmiffion) fairly arrefted him
upon the fpot for the money he had advinced §
this:expedieat being. pesformed byvvinueoia-::ici;
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which he hiad been.advifed to -take out, in cafe
_the young man fliculd prove refratory. =
 T'be reader, who, by this time, muft be
,.pretty well acquainted with the difpofition of our
_ adventurer, may eafily conceive how he relithed
this imprifonment. At firft, all the faculties of
_his foul were fwallowed up in aftonifbment and
indignation; and fome .minutes elapfed before
his nerves would obey the impulfe of his rage,
. which manifefted itfelf in fuch an application to
the temples of the plaintiff, aslaid him fprawling
on the floor. This affault, which was committed
in a ‘tavern whither he had been purpofely de-
_coyed, attracted the regard of the bailiff and his
followers, who, to the mumber of four, ruthed
.ypon him at once, in order to overpower him ;

‘but his wrath infpired him with fuch additiomal -

firength and agility, that he difengaged -himfelf
from them in a trice, and feizing a poker, which
.was the firft weapon that prefented itfelf to- his
hand, exercifed it upon their fkulls with incre-
~ dible dexterity and execution. The officer him-
felf, who had been the firlt that prefumed to lay
violent hands upon him, felt the firft effels of
his fury, in a blow upon the jaws; in confequence
of which he loft -three of his teeth, and fell
athwart the body of the receiver, with which be
form’d the figure of a St. Andrew’scrofs : one of
his myrmidons feeing the fate of his chief, would
net venture to attack the vi@or . in front, but
wheeling, to one fide, made an attempt upon him

in fiank, and was received obliquely by our he~-

ro’sleft hand and foot, fo mafterly difpofed to the
right fide of his leg, and the left fide of his neck,

that he bolted head forcmoft into the ehimney,

; where
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* where ‘his chin was encountered - by: ‘the giate,
- which, in 3 -moment, feared: him to the bone.
, The reft of the detachment -did not think proper
;.40 maintain the difputey but evacuating the room
. with-great. expedition, locked the door on the
: outfide, and: bellowed aloud to the receiver’s fer-
. vants, befeeching them to come to the afliftance
..of their mafter, who was.in danger-of his life.
~ Mean while, this gentleman having recolleét-
- ed: himfelf, demanded a parley ; which having
-with -difficulty obtained of our incenfed candi-
. date, in conlequence of the moft fubmiffive ap-
plication, he complained grievoufly of the young
. gentleman’s intemperance and heat of difpofition,
-and very calmly reprefented the danger of his
rafhnefs and indifcretion. He told him, that
pothing: could be more outrageous or idle, than
the refiltance -he -had made againft the laws of his
country, becaufe he would find it impradticable
o withftand the whole executive power of the
eouaty, which he could eafily raife to apprehend
and fecure him ; that over and above the difgrace
‘that would accrue to him from - this imprudent
condu&, be would knock his own intereft on
the head, by difobliging his friends in the admi-
niftration, who were, to his knowledge, at pre-
fent very well difpofed to do him fervice ; that,
for his own part, what he had done was by the
exprefs order of his fuperiors;” and not out of any
defire of diftrefling him ; and that, far from be-
" ing his enemy, notwithftandiag the thocking in-
fult he had fuftained, he was ready to withdraw
- the writ, -provided he would liften to any reafon~
able terms -of accornmodation. ' :
Peregrine, who. was not more’ prone to anger
than -epen to conviction, being appeafed by his
-4 con-
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condefcenfion, moved by his arguments, and
chid by his own reflection; for what. he had done
in the precipitation of his wrath, began to give
car-o -his remonftrances s and- the:hailiffs- beisig
ordered to withdraw, they gntered into-a-confe-
rence, the refult of which was:our adventurer’s
immediate departure for London : fo that next
day his competitor wasunanimopfly. chofed; be-
caufe no body appeared ta-oppofe: his eledlion. -
The. difcontented Pickle, s on his arrival: in
town, went direCily to the houfe:of his.patron,
to whom, in the anguifh of his difappointment,
he bitterly complained of the treatment he had
received, by which, befides the difgrace of his
overthrow, he was no lefs than two thoufand
pounds out of pocket, exclufive of the debt for
which he ftood engaged .to. the receiver. His
lordfhip, who was prepared. for ‘this expsftula:
tion, " on his knowledge of the young man’s im-
petuous temper, anfwered all the articles of his
charge with great deliberation, giving him to urf-
derftand the motives that induced the minifter to
©.quit his intereft in that borough; and {oothing
 him with affurances that bis lofs.would be-amply
_rewarded by his honour, to whom he was next
_ day introduced by this nobleman, in the warmeft
flile of recommendation. The minifter, who
.was a pattern of complaifance, received him with
the moft engaging affability ; thanked him - very
kindly for his endeavours to {upportand ftrengthen
t' ¢ intereft of the adminiftration 3 and faithfully
.promifed to lay hold on:the" firft oppertuaity- to
exprefls the fenfe he bad of his zeal and attach-
-ment; defiring to fee him often at his levee, that
-in the multipl city f bufinefs.-he might not be
. danger of forgetting his fervices and defers.
CHAP
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T CWAP xevmnLoc U
ngrme commintes: nﬁn})’)pr’k -dependent , - Smsets
- by accident with” Mrs. Gavntlet 5-and defeends
© gradually, in the condition of life, - ..

THI‘S reception, favourable as it was, did
not pleafe Peregrine, who had too much
difcernment to be cajoled with general promifes,
atatime when he thought himfelf intitled to the
mok particular affurance. He accordingly figni-
fied his difguft to his introduétor, giving him to
underftand, that he had laid his account with be-
ing chofen reprefentative of one of thofe buroughs
for which he had ‘been factificed. His lordfhip
agreed:to the reafonablenefs of his expe&ation,
" obfetving, however, that he could not fuppofe
the minifter would enter upon bufinefs with himt,
on his firft vifit; "and that it would be time
snough; at his next audience, to communicate
~his demand. : S
.. -Notwithftanding this' remonftrance, our hero
-sontiqued to indulge his fufpicion and chagrid,
and even made a point of it with his patron, that
his-Jordthip fhould next day make application in
‘his-behalf, left the two feats thould be filled up,
-on pretence of his inclination’s being unknown.
Thusimportuned, my lord went to his principa,
and returnted with an anfwer, importing that bis
honour was extremely forry that Mr. Pickle had
pot fignified his requeft before the: boroughsin
queftion- were promifed to-twe gentlemen whom
-he:cauld not now difappoint, with any regard to
[his own credit.or intereft ; but as feveral pcrfol:ls
S i oo ..+ whe

- .
S
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who weuld be chofen were, to his certain know-
ledge, very aged and infin, he did not doubt
that there would be plenty of vacant feats in a
.very fhor time ; and then the young geatleman
amight depend upon his friend(hip.

Peregrine was fo much irritated at this intima-
tion, that in the firft tranfports of his anger he
forgot the refpeét he cwed to his friend, and in
his prefence inveighed againft the minifter, as a
perfon devoid of gratitude and candour, proteft-
ing, that if ever an opportunity fhould offer it-
felf, he would fpend the whole remains of his
fortune in oppofing bis meafures. The nobleman
having given him time to exhauft the impetuofity
-of his paifion, rebuked him very calmly for his

~ difrefpe&ful expreflions, which were equally in-
jurious and indifcreet; affured him that hjs prq-
.Je&t of revenge, if ever put in execution, .would
redound to his own prejudice and confufion ; and
-advifed him to cultivate and improve, with pa-
-tience and affiduity, the footing he had already
-obtained in the minifter’s good graces. .
.« ‘Our hero convinged of the truth, tho’ not fa-
tisfied with the occafion of his admenitions, took
his leave in a fit of fullen dfcontent, a;j began
.to ruminate upon the fhattered pofture of his af-
fairs.  All that now remained of the ample fog-
.tunc he had inherited, was the fum he had depg-
. #ited in bis lordfhip’s hands, together with fifteen
hupdred pounds he had ventured on bottomry,
and the garifon, which he had left fog, the ufe and
accommodation of the lieutenant ; and on the
- per contra fide of his accoynt he was debtor for
- the fupply ‘he had received from the receiver-ge-
- neral, and the money for which he was bound in
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behalf of his‘friend s fo that he found: himfelf,
for the firft time of his life, very much emsba-
taffed’in his circumftances : fot, of the firft half
year’s intereft of his ten thoufand; which was
punctually paid, he had but fourfcore pounds in
‘bink; without any pro‘pe&t of a farther fupply,
till the bther term, which was at the diftance of
four}:ng months. - He ferioufly refle@ed upon
the uncertainty of human affairs 3 the thip with
his - fifteen hundred - pounds ‘might be loft, the
gentleman for whom he was fecurity, might
‘mifcirry in this, as well as in his former projeis,
-and the minifter might one day, through policy
or difpleafure, expofe him to the mercy of his
dependant, who was in pofleffion of his notes.

" Thefe fuggeftions did not at all contribute to
‘the €afe ‘of our adventurer’s mind, already ruffied
‘by his difappointment. - He curfed his own folly
‘anid‘ extravagance, by which he was reduced to
“fuch an uncomfortable fituation. He compared
*his own condu&@ with that of fome young gen+
tlemen of his'acquaintance, who, while he was
‘fquandering away the beft part of his inberitance,
‘had improved: their fortunes, ftrengthened their
‘Intereft, and increafed their reputation. He was
‘#bandoited by’ his gayety and good humour, his
countenance ‘gradually contradted itfelf into a re-
‘prefentation of feverity and care, he dropped all
“ his amufements and the companions of his plea-
“fure, and turned his whole attention to the mi-
“niftér, at whofe levee he never failed to appear.
"’ While'he thus laboured in the wheel of de-
“pendance; with 4ll ‘that mortification which' a
Youth of his pride arid fenfibility may be fuppofed

to feel-from fuch-a difagreeable neceflity, he one

day heard himfelf called by name, as he croﬂ';d
the
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the Park’; and turning, perceived the wife:.of
captain . Gaundet, ;with:: another -lady.-- He: no
fooner recognized: the kind Sophys than:he-ace
cofted- her with. his. wonted civility- of friendthips
but his former fprightly air -was metdmo.

into fuch an au[fenty. or rather dejeQion of fea«
ture, that fhe could fcarce believe her own eygsis;
and in her aftonifhment ¢ Is it poffible (faid-fhe)
that the gay Mr. Pickle fhould be {o much altered
in fuch a fhort fpace of time !”’. He made_ no
other reply to this exclamation, but by.a languid
fmile ; and alked how long fhe had been in town;
obferving, that he would have -paid ‘his eompli-
ments to her at her own lodgings, had he been
favoured with the lea® intimation of her asrival.
After having thanked him for his politenefs, fhie
told himy it was not awing to any abatement of
her friendthip and efteem for. him, . that {be. had
omitted to give him that notice ; but bis abrupt
departure from Windfor, and the manner in
which he quitted Mr. Gauntlet, had given her
jut grounds to believe, that they had incurred
his difpleafure ; which fufpicion . was reinforoed
by his long filence and negle&t from that periods,
to the prefent time; when fhe .obferved, it was
ftill farther confirmed, by his forbearing to in~
quire for Emilia and her brother: ¢¢ Judge then,
(faid fhe) if I had any reafon ta believe that you
would be pleafed to hear that I was in town.

However, I will not detain. you at prefent, be-
caufe you feem to, be engaged about fome parti--

cular bufinefs ; but, if you will favour f)c -with
your company at breakfaft to-morrow, I fhall be
much pleafed, and honoured to.baot, by the
vifit.””  So faying, fhe gave him a diretion to
her lodgings ; and he took his leave, W;t!:ha

allll=
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faithful promifé of feeing her at the appointed
time. - N .

Hs was very much affe@ed with this advance
of .Sophy, which he confidered as an inftance of
her uncornmon fweetnefs of temper; he felt ftrange
longings of returning friendthip towards Godfrey ;
and the remembrance of Emilia melted his heart,
already foftened with grief and mortification.
Next day, he did not negle& his engagement,
and-had the pleafure of enjoying a long conver-
fution with this fenfible young lady, who gave
him- to underftand, that her hufband was with
his regiment ; and prefented to him a fine boy,
the firft fruits of their love, whom they had
chriftened by the name of Peregrine, in memory
of the friendfhip which had fubfifted between
Godfrey and our youth. '
*This proof of their regard, notwithftanding
the interraption in their correfpondence, made a
deep impreflion upon the mind of our adventurer,
whohdving made the warmeft acknowledgements
for' this undeferved mark of refped, took the
chiMd: i his arms, 'and almoft devoured him with
kiffes, protéfting before God, that he fhould al-

rays confider: him with the tendernefs of a pa-
rent. > Fhis 'was'the higheft compliment he could
pay to the gentle Sophy, who again kindly chid
hini for his difdainful and precipitate retreat, im-
mediately afcer her marriage ; and exprefled an
carneft defire-of feeing him and the captain re--
conciled. - He affuged her, nothing ‘could give
hith- greater fatisfa&ion than fuch an event, to
which hht‘ ‘would ' contribute all that lay in his
power, ‘though he could not help looking upon
himfelf 'as "injured by captain Gauntlet’s beha-
viout, which denoteda fufpicion of his honour,.

~~ B . ~ v - ~ N N . as
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as'well 28 contewmpt for his. underflanding. The
lady undertook for the conceflion of her hufband,
who. (fhe told him) had been extremely forry for
his own heat, after Ms. Pickle’s departure, and
would have followed him to the garifony in order
to folicit his forgivenefs, had not he been re-
firained by certain pun&ilio’s, occafioned by fome
acrimonious expreflions that dropt from Peregrine
at the inn. )

- After having cleared up this mifunderftanding,
fhe proceeded to give an account of Emilia,
whofe behaviour, at that jun&ure, plainly indi-
cated a continuance of affection for her firft lo-
ver; and defired, that he would give her full
powers to bring that matter.alfo to an accommo-
dation: ¢ For 1 am not more certain of my
own exiftence (faid fhe) than that you are ftill in
pofleflion of my fifter’s heart.”” At this declara-
tion, the tear ftarted in his eye, while he fhook
his head, and declined her good offices, withing
that the young lady might be much more happy
than ever e thould be abie to make her.

Mrs. Gauntlet, confounded at thefe . expref-
fions, and moved by the defpondent manner in
which they were delivered, begg’d to know if
any new obftacle was raifed, by fome late change
in his fentiments or fituation : and he, in order
to avoid a painful explanation, told her, that he
thad long defpaired of being able to vanquifh Emi-
lia’s refentmrent, and for that reafon quitted the
purfuit, which he would naver renew, howfo-
ever his heart might fuffer by that refolution ;
though he took heaven to witnefs, that his love,
efteem, and admiration of her were not in the
leaft impaired : but the true motive of his ldying
afide this defign, was the confcioufnefs of his
; - e
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decayed fortune, which, by adding to the fenfi~
bility of his pride, increafed the hotror of an-
other repulfe.  She exprefled her concern for this-
Uetermination, both on his owh accourt, and in
behalf of Emilia, whofe happinefs (in her opi-
nion) depended upon his conftancy and affec-
tion; and the would have queftioned him more
minutely about the ftate of his affairs, had not he
difcouraged the inquiry, by feeking to introduce
another {ubje& of converfation. ’ .
~ After mutual proteftations of friendthip and re-
gard, he promifed to vifit her often, during her
refidence in town; and took his leave in a ftrange
}'nerplexity of mind, occafioned ‘by the images of
love, intruding upon the remonftrances of carking
care. He had fome time ago forfaken thofe ex-
travagant companions with whom he had rioted
in the heyday of his fortune, and began to con-
fort with a graver and more fober fpecies of ac-
‘quaintance: but he now found himfelf difabled
from cultivating the fociety of thefe alfo, who
were men of ample eftates and liberal difpofitions-;
in confequence of which, their parties were too
expenfive for the confumptive ftate of his fi-
"nances ; fo that he was obliged to defcend ano-
ther degree, and mingle with a fet of old batche-
lors and younger brothers, who fubfifted on flender
annuities, or what is called a bare competency in
the public funds. This affociation was compofed
of fecond-hand politicians and minor critics, who
in the forenoon faunter in the Mall, or lounge at
fhews of ‘pi€tures, appear in the drawing-room
“‘once or'twice a weck, dine at an ordinary, de-
_ Cide difputes in a coffce-houfe, with an air of fu-
- perior'intelligence, frequent the pit of the play-
"boufe, ard once in.a month fpend an eveni.nﬁ
. wit



64.  Ade-ApvEeTURESY
with fome. noted alor, whofe. remarkahle fay- -
ings. they. repeat for the enterfainment of, theis,
ordimary friends. . . 0
_After all, he found fomething comfortable
enough. in the company of thefe gentlemen, who'
never interefted %his paffions to any violence of
tranfport, nor teazed him with impertinent cu-
riofity about his private affairs : for though many
of them had maintained a very.long, . clofe, and
friendly correfpondence ‘with each other, they
never dreamt of inquiring into, particular con-,
cerns 3 and if one of the two who were moft.
intimately conneted, had been afked how the.
other made fhift to live, he would have qnfwere%i.
with great truth, ¢¢ Really, that is more than,l
know.” Notwithftanding this phlegmatic indif-.
ference, which is of the true Englith pradudtion,,
they were all inoffenlive, good-natured peaple,.
wholoved a joke and a fong, delighted in telling,
a merry flory, and prided themfelves in the art of,
catering, efpecially in the articles of frefh venifon,
and wild fowl. . S
- Our young gentleman way not received among .
them on the footing of,a common member, who
-makes intereft for his admiffion ; he was courted,
as a perfon of fuperior genius and importance,
and his compliance looked upon as an honour to,
their fociety. This their idea of his prehemi-,
nence was fupported by his converfation, which,,
while it was more liberal and Jearned thap that
to which they bad bgen, accuftomed, was ting-»
tured with an affuming air, fo agreeably diffufed, .
that inftead of praducing averfion, it commanded,
refpect.  They not only appealed to him, in, all-
doubts - relating to. foreign parts, to which.oge.
and all of them were ftrangers, but alfo confulted.
2 ' c. : , his
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his knowledge in hiftory and divinity, which
were frequently the topics of their debates ; and
in . of all kinds, he decided with fuch ma-
gﬁgglry authority, as even weighed againft the
opinions of the players themfelves. The variety
of charaters he had feen and obferved, and the
bigh fpheres of life in which he had fo lately
moved, furnithed him with a thoufand entertain-
ing anecdotes; and when he became a little fa-
miliarized to his difappointments, fo that his na-
tural vivacity began to revive, he flathed among
them in fuch a number of bright fallies, as ftruck .
them with admiration, and conflituted himfelf a
claffic in wit: infomuch that they began to retail
his remnants, and even invited fome particular
friends to come and hear him hold forth. One
of the players, who had for many years ftrutted

‘about the taverns in the neighbourhood of Co-

vent-garden, as the Grand Turk of wit and hu-
mour, began to find his admirers melt away ;
and a certain petulant phyfician, who had fhone
at almoft all the Port-clabs in that end of the-
town, was aQually obliged to import his talents
into the city, where he has now happily taken
foot. : '

Nor was this fuccefs to be wondered at, if we
confider that, over and above his natural genius
and education, our adventurer ftill had the op-
portunity of knowing every thing which hap-
pened among the great, by means of his friend
Cadwallader, with whom he ftill maintained his
former intimacy, though it was ndw checquered
with many occafional tifts, owing to the farcaftic
remonttrances of the Mifanthrope, who difap~
proved of thofe fchemes which mifcarried with
Peregrine, and new took unfeafonable methods

- Ver. IV, E : of
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Ef yaluing himfelf ‘upon his own forefi ght nay,

e, was, between whiles like a raven croaking pre=
{a es af more ill luck from the deceit of ¢he.mi-
fer, thqd;fﬁmulatxon of his patron,_the folly

qf she projector for' whom he was bound,’ the
uncextaunty of the feas, and the villainy of thofe
'with whom he had entrufted his cafh : for: Crab-
tree faw and confidered gevery thing through a
perfpe&nvc of fpleen, that always refleCtod the
worft fide of human nature. ,

. For thefe seafops, our young gent,}emm beg;a
to be dxfgu{’tcd, at.certain intervals, with the
chara@er of this old mas, whom he frow thought
‘a morofe cynic, not fo muth inconfed againft the
follies and vices of mankind, as, delighted with
the diftrefs of his fellowwrcature& T)m&beynt
the moft unfavourable conftru&ion oy, the.prin-

ciples of his friend, becaufe he found him{ci
* juftly fallen under. thc Iath of his animadwerfion.
“This felf-accufation very often diffolves the clofeft
friendthip : 2 man, confcious of his own indif
cretion, is implacabl offended at the re&itnde of
his companion’s cond}:x&, which he confiders as
an infult upon his faitings, mever to.be forgiven,
even though be has not tafted the bitternefs of
reproof, which no finner can commodioufly di-
get.  The friendfip, therefore, fubfifting bex
tween Crabtree and Pickle, had of late fuffered
feveral fymptomatic fthocks that feemed to prog-
nofticate a total diffolution § a great deal of
fmart dnalogue had pafled in their private conver-
fations, and tfe fenior began to sepent-of having
)ﬁ-lraced his confidence in fuch an imprudcnt, head-

ong, unggvernable youth, :

It was .in fuch paroxyfms of dnfpleafurc, that

ba propheficd unjsfortung to Peregrine, "and even
. o - told

P
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told him one morning, that he had dream’d of
the thipwreck of the two Eaft-Indiamen on board
of whi¢ch he had hazarded his money. But this
was no other than a fle vifion; f);,r,' in a few
weeks, one of them arrived at her moorings ip
the river, and he received a thoufand, in- lieu of
eight ‘hundred pounds which he had lent upon
bond to one of the mates. At the fame time he
was informed, ‘that the otber fhip, in which he
was concerned, had, in all probability, loft her
paflage for the feafon, by being unable to wea=
ther the Cape. He was not at all concerned at
that ,p'?ccc of news, knowing, that thelonger he
Tould lie out of his money, h¢ would have the
mofe intereft to receive; and finding his prefent
difficulties removed by this fupply, his heart be-
ijn’to,dﬂ,ate, and his countenance to refume its
former alacrity, L

7 This ftate’ of exultation, however, was .foon

‘intérrupted by a fmall accident, -which he could
_ ot forefee : he was vifited orie morning by the

perfon” who had lent his friend a thoufand pounds

"en his fecurity, andgiven to underftand, thatthe
“"borraiwer had abfconded, in confequénce of a dif-

appoliitiment, “by ‘which he had loft the whole
fum, dnd all' hopes of retrieving it; fo that our
hero was now liable for the debt, which he be-

“fought him to' difcharge according to the bond,

that he (the lender) might not fuffer by his hu-
manity.~ It may be eafily canceived, that Pere-
grine did not receive this intelligence in cold blood.
He cirfed his owg imprudence in contraéting fuch

" engagements with.an adventurer, whome he did

not fufficiently know, exclaimed. againft: the

“treachery, of the proieftor; and having for fome
“time indulged his refentment - in threats and im-

E2 pre-
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tions, i to ! the ture of xhanhem
ggf:h had milca :r;ar;!g i
' Fhe lender, who bad mformed, hlmfelf of r.he
. "wholc affair, gratified his curiofity in. “this_partic
cular; by telling: him that the fugitive had_begp
‘cajoled by a certain knight of the poft, who ua-
‘dertook to manage the thoufand pounds, in fuch
.2 amanner, as would, in a very little time, make
‘him perfe@ly independant ;. and thus, he deli-
neated the plan: ¢ One half of the fum (faid
“he) fhall be laid out ip jéwels, which I ;will
‘pawn ‘to certain pctfons of credit. and fortu,nc,
-who lend money upon fuch - pledges at as exos-
-bitant intereft: T he other fhall be kcpa for 18-
‘lieving them, fo that they may be again d
‘with a fecond fet of thofe honourable, ufu:g;:,
-and when they fhall bave been circulated in _this
- manner through a variety of hands, we willex-
tort money from each of the pawn-brokesty by
‘threatening them with a public profecution,, for
" exaling illegal intereft ; and I know that .they
~will. bleed freely, rather than be expofed 10, the
-infamy attending fuch an accufation.” = The
‘ fcheme was feafible, and though not very .he-
“nourable, made fuch an impreflion ppon.the
* needy borrower, that he.affented to, the. prapolad ;
-and, by our hero’s credit, the money was. raifed.
‘T he jewels were accordingly purchaled, pawned,
" relieved, and re-pledged by the agent, who un-
. -dertook to manage the whole affair; and fo ju-
. dicioufly was the proje& executed, thas he conld
.~-have-eafily proved each. lender guilty of -the
_charge. - - Having thus far fuccefifully. tranfa@ed
i~ the bufinefs; this faithful agent vifited thet:fesie-
rally on his-own account, to - -give shem intiga-
:-tiony tlm hu cmplayer intended to fue them on
AR S T ? - m
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‘the 'flatute of ufury } ‘upon Which; every ehi&,
~ for himfelf, bribed the informér to' withdraw- his
eidence, by which alone he could be convided 3
atid havitg received thefe " pratifications, hie hadl
itholght ‘proper to retréat into” France,” with the
whole Booty; including the original thoufand that
put them in motion. In confequence of: this
‘decampnient; the borrower hdd withdrawn him
felf; 1o that-the'lender was obliged to have ré-
eourfe to his fécurity.” - e
+/Thisi'was a* very mortifying account to otlr
Sroung’ gestleman, who -in- vain' reminded the
‘narrator of ‘his promife, importing, that he would
‘riot denthnd the money; until he fhould be called
“toan-‘acedunt’ by his ward; and obferved, that

. it before: thut period, the fugitive might ap~

-pear and difchirge the debt.: - But the other 'was
“82af o thitfe rembnitrances ; alledging, that his
iprediifecwas provifional, on the fuppofition: that
!the ‘botrower would deal dandidly and- fairly 3
thit he'had forfeited 'all:title to his friendfliip and
“grufl} by the- fesndalous fcheme in which he- had
-ephbarked’; -and- that this treackerous flight from
“ils Tcurity 'wasno proof of:his: honefty "and in-
“gended teturn § - bt o the coritrary, a warming,
- by wlich e (the -lender)-was “taught' to-take
-«care: of Nimfelfi:: ‘He ¢herefore :infifted -upon his-
«:beins indemnifled immediately; on paim of letting
¥he laworake ks courfe 3iand Peregrine was'ac-
~gually dbliged: -topart-with the:whole Tem he'bad
5ifos 1avelyteceived. - - But ' this ‘pdyment: ‘was  hot
S.ynade withbut > entrerie-relu@ante, ‘indignatiorn,
bahd rdehuticidtion of ‘eternd] war ‘againft the ab-
-sfcoridery #nd. the: figid creditot; beewixt:whom
-5 e fifpbdied forsie collifion, - v it u clo
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‘ éadwallader alts the part -of @ comforier té b
friend; and is in his turn-confoled by Pereggine,
- “wha begins to find bimfelf a moft egregious dupe

T HIS new misfortune, which he juftly
charged to the account of his own folly,
récalled his chagrin ; and though he endeavoured
with all his might to conceal the affair from the
knowledge of Cadwallader, that prying obferver
perceived his countenance overcaft ; and the peo-
jeQor’s fudden difappearanee alarring his ffpi--
cion, he managed his inquiries with fo nuchast,
that in a few days he made himfelf acquaimnid
with every particular of the tranfackionj- and re-
folved to gratify his fpleen at the exptnoe of vha
impatient dupe. With ‘this: view, ke took:aa
opportunity to aceoft hish with'a very fesioussm’
faying, @ friend of his Had immiediate :cutalien
for a thoufand poundsy and ad Peregsine had:dhe
- exaét fum-lying by him, he would take it 25 8
great favour, if he would part witlyiv fos 2 few
months on undoubted fecurity. - Fad  ‘Hickle
known the true métive of this demand, be
would, in all likelihood, -have made's wery idif*
agreeable anfwer ; but Crabttee had weapt him-
* felf up fo fecurely in the difimulation of. his fea-
tures, that the youth could not poffibly penetrate
into- his intention ; -ahd -int the moft gatliag fuf*
pence replied, that the: money was otherwife en*
‘gaged. - The Mifarithrope, not. contenresh with
- this irritation, eflimed' the prerogative of’ 3
 friend, -and queftioned-him fo minutely about the
difpofal of thie cafh, that after numberlcﬁ;;e'a-
v s 10115y




PEREGRINE PICKLE. 1

fioms, which coft him a world of torture to in-
vent, he could contain his. vexation no longer,
but exclaimed in a rage, ¢ Damn your imperti-
nence ! ’tis gone to the, devil, and thay’s enough I””
¢¢ Thereafter as it may be (faid this tormentor,
with a moft proveking indifference of afpe& I
thould be glad to know upon what footing ;" for
I fuppefe you have fome ex?e&anon of advan-
tage from thas quarter.”’ Sdeath ! Sir (cried
the impatieat youth) klf I bad any expetation
“from belly Iwould make. ;ntereﬁ with you, for [
believe from, my foul, you are one of its moft
bmnred _minifters upon earth.” With thefe
mordd, be flung out of the room, leaving Cad-
wallader very well fatisfied with the chaftifement

e bad beftowed.

Peregrine having coolgd him(el€ with afolitary

walk in the. pask, -during. which the violence of

- bisi choler. gradually evaporated, and his refleion

. wsaa called to a ferious deliberation upon . the

. paltuee of his affairs ; he xefqlved to redouble his

- diligence and importunity with hig patron and the

. winifter, in oxder to obtain fome fine-cure,

«which would iademnify -him for the damage he
had-fuftained oan_sheir account. . He accordingly

- went, yo- his lordthip, and ﬁgmﬁcd his demaqd,
after. having told him, that he bad fuffered feve-
ral feefh loffes, which rendered an immediate
provifion of that fort neceffary to his gredit and

. fubfifience,

. His noble friend commended him for the re-
'.gsd be manifefted for his. own intereft, which
he confidexed as .2 proof of his being at laft de=
. taghed from the. carclefs inadvertency of youth 3
- he approved of his demand, which, he aﬂ‘wed

hlm, thould be faithfully trapfmitted to the mi-
E 4 niftery
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- nifter, 3nd backed with afl hisiglderce ;- and

“encouraged his hope, by obferying, that fome
5 profitdble places were ‘at “that “time vacant,’ and,
Rt 4o he ke uritigoged. -
" “This  ¢onverfation ‘helped” t6 reftore the tran-
quillity of Pickle’s bredft,” tho’ tre fill harboared
* refentraent’ againft ‘Cadwallader, on account of
the laft infult; and on the inftant he formed a plan

‘of revenge. ' He knew the mifanthrope’s’ remit- -

“tances from his eftate in’ the' country, had ‘beén

‘of late very feanty, “in confequence of repairs-and

bankruptcies among his tenants " {o that, in Tpite
of all his frugality, he had Been but barely able fo
" ‘maintain his credit, ‘and even that was ¢ngaged
‘on the ftrength of his running rent. -Being there-
" fore intimately acquainted with the particulars of
his fottune, he wrote a letter to Crabtree, - fub-
fcribed with the name of his principal farmer’s
* wife, importing,” that her hufband being lately
‘dead, and the greateft part of her cattlé deftroy-
ed by the infeélious diffemper, fhe found herfclf
utterly incapable of paying the rent which was
due, or even of keeping thé farm, unlefs he
would, out of his great goodnefs, be pleafed to
give her fome affiftance, and allow her to fit fre¢
for a twelvemonth to come. ~Thisintimation he
found means-to conveéy by poft from a market-
Yown adjoining to the farm, dire&ed in the ufua}
file to the cynic, who feeing it ftamped with the
knowh marks, could not poflibly fufpe& any im-
pofition. ST e
" Hackneyed as he was in the ways of life, and
feeled with' his boafted ftoicifm,  this epiftle
shtew hil into fiich'an agony of véxation, that a
double prdportion of fowering was vifible in bis af-
pe&t, when' he was' vifited by the author, whe

i
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“Raving obferved and followed the pofiman at,a
‘proper diftance, introduced a converfation upon
his own difappointments, in which, among other
.tircumftances of his own ill-luck, he told him,
-that his patron’s fteward bad defired to be excufed
from paying the laft quarter of his intereft pre-
tifely at the appointed term ; for which reafon,
he (zbuld be utterly void of cath; and therefors
requefted, ‘that Crabtree. would accommodate
him with an hundred pieces out of his next remit-
_tance from the country. ' \
*This demand galled and perplexed the old man
to'fuch a dégree, that the mufcles of his face af-
fumed a coatraction moft peculiarly virulent, and
'dxhibited the charaler of Diogenes with a mofk
livelyexpreflion’; he knew thac a confeflion of his
‘true fituation ‘would furnith Pickle with an op-
portunity to make reprifals upon him, with in-
tolerable’ tﬁumih 3 and that, by a downright re-
‘fifal to’ fupply his wants, he would for ever for-
feit his friendz;sip and-efteem, and might provokg
him' to" take ample vengeance for his fordid be-
‘haviour, by expofing himn, 'in. his native colours,
‘to'thie refentment of thofe whom he had fo long
deceived. ' Thefe confiderations kept him fome
fime'in’ a'mioft rancotous ftate of fufpence, which
Peregrine affe@ted to mifinterpret, by biddin
him freely declate his fufpicion, if he did nof thin
‘it fafe to comply Wwith his requeft, and he ’yvo'u]?
jmake fhift elfewhere. o
“"“THis' feeming mifconftru@ion increafed ‘the
tottare ‘of tHe miifanthrope, who, with the ut>
woft ifritation of feature, “* Oons! (cried he
‘what ¥llldiny have'you noted in my condu&, that
‘yoii treat me Tike @ rafcally ufurer ?**" Peregriné
wery gravely replied, 1t:shal: the queftion needed no
: 5 an-
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anfwer ;° « for (faid he) had I confidered you-as
an ufurer, 1°would have come with a fecufity
K #nd‘ex‘. my arm; but, all evafiorr apart; will you
“ftéad me ¢ will you pleafure me? fhall Thave the
“inoney 37 % )Z’ou)d it were in your belly, with
a barrel of gunpowdet ! (ex¢laimed the enrzged
cynic) fince 1 muft be excruciated, read that
' plaguy paper '—'sblood ! why didn’t natuire ‘¢lap
- @& pair of long-ears and a tail upon me, that I'might
be a rea] afs, and champ thiftles on fomié com=
mon, independent of my fellow-ereatores 2
Would I were a worn, that I might creep ifto
the earth, and thatch my habitation with afingle
ftraw ; or rather a wafp or a viper, thatI might
make the rafcally world feel my refentment : but
~why do I talk of rafcality ? folly, folly is the
fcourge of life! Give me a fcoundrel (fo-he bea
fenfible one) and I will put him in my heart of
hearts | bus a fool is more mifchievous than fa-

" mine, peftilence and war. ‘The idiotical hag
* that writes, or caufes to be writ, this fame let-
ter, has ruined her family, and broke her hus-
band’s heart, by ignorance and mifmanagement ;
and fhe imputes her calamity to providence with

a vengeance ; and fo I am defrauded of three
hundred pounds, the greateft part of which I owe
to tradefmen whom I have promifed to pay this
very quarter. Pox upon her ! Twould fhe were
an horned beaft, that the diftemper might lay
“ hold on hér. The beldame has thé impudedce
too (after the has brought me into this dilemma)
to folicit my affiftance to flock the farm anew !
Before God, I havea good mind to fend her an

~ halter, and perhaps I might purchafe anether for
- myfelf, but that I would not furnifh food for
laughter to knaves and coxcombe.” ‘
] Pere-

’
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ch'g ine erufed the billets ften-
«d.to tl;‘fs ejacu ong fqle'fi ‘with gre;gtﬁglmpﬂ‘

firey ﬁ;he was: aﬂmmeilu ‘2} f%c f?g‘x;ﬂi of hys -
yyears 10n8§. to 0] r
~Z mﬂw K%th QF P y% h%l'dﬂll
- you have overcome, ({ dhe) and the 4hrgwd‘ 0
+Jervatigns “?rou pretend to baye made on. human
_pature] Where is tbat foica) indifference you

-affirmy you have attained, if fuch a, paultry difap-

. pointment can difturb you in this manneri What
- is,the lofs of three hundred, pounds, compared
- with the misfortunes which | myfelf bave under-
-goae within thefe two years? Yet you will take
.upon you-to.a& the cenfor, and inveigh againft
+ the impatience and impetuofity of youth, as if
- you yourfelf had gained an abfolute conqueft over
all the paffions of the heart. You was fo kind as

- fo infalt me tother day in my affliGion, by re-

proaching me with indifcretion and mifcondudt ;
- fuppofe I were now to retort the imputation, and
‘afk how a.mhan of your profound fagacity could

- leave -your fortune at the difcretion of ignorant

_ peafants? How could you be fo blind as not to
- forelee the neceflity of repairs, together with the
- danger of a bankruptcy, murrain, or thin crop ?
- Why-did.net you convert your land into ready

4noney, and (as you have no connexions in life)
. rutchnfe an -annuity, on which you might have

. }ived at your eafe, without any fear of, the confe-
- .quence.! Can’t you, from the whole budget of
. yous. philofophy, cull one apophthegm to confole

you in this trivial mifchance ?”’
- S“Rot your rapidity ! (faid the cymc, half-
. choakcd with gall) if the cancer or the pox were
~in your throat, I thould rot be thus tormented
with your tongye : mﬁ get a magpye fhall fpeak
y 3 in-
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infinit / mere to.the purpofe,. Don’t.y

Mr. ifeacge, that my cafe. daes not, F,‘ hvmhu
i‘he province o philefophy ?; Had I been eurkails
ed of all my members, racked by. the gout-snd
gravel, deprived of liberty, robbed of an:asly:
child, or vifited with the death of a.dear, friand:
like you, philofophy. mlght baw;comnﬁund:m*
my confolation 3 but, will philoloph

debts, or free me from the. burden. oﬁy

toa fet of fellows whont I defpife ?. SWkWOP;x
nounce—demonttrate—or may heaven clbfe youm
mouth for ever I”

¢ Thefe are the comfortable fm,ud’ ybur
mifanthropy (anfwered the youth) .your -laudable: .
fcheme of detaching yourfelf. from. the bopdaof ;<
fociety, and of moving in a fuperior. fphere of.-
your own. Had not you been-fo pecyliatlyfage,. ;
and intent upon laughing at mankind, . you cobld -
never have been difconcerted by fuch a.pitiful.inwi -
convenience : any. friend..would. have accommos:, »
dated you with the fum. in .queflion. : But new -
the world may retort the laugh ;. for you ftand -
upon fuch an agreeable footing with “Yous.ack
quaintance, that nothing could pieafe them. -bets-: -
ter than an account of . your having: given difapy ..
pointmént the flip, .by-the.help of ‘a-ngofe.pro~ .
perly applied. L'bis.I mention by ;way..of hint,
upon which I would bave you chew the cud. of
refle&on ; and fhould it come to.. that -iffue, I
will ufe my whole intereft with .the coroner, fo:
bring in his verdi@ Lunacy, that yeur can:afem . i 3
have chriftiap burial.”” G o) o
Se fayipg, he. wn;hdrew, very ‘welln famﬁqdv a

with the revenge he bad taken,, whoch oparated: _
fo violently upon Crabtree, that,, if- it -hagd not. v’
been for the fole. canfideration mentignad abos;‘o.\ 0
IS (4
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be wolM, ‘i ‘Bl - probability, have Had regourf
s0 the remedy propofed. " But hig “uriwillingne;
to oblige:and entertain his fellow-creaturs, "hin-
dered: b from pradtifing thit expedierit, til, by
courfeiof poft, he “was happily undeceived with’
regard to the-fituation of his affairs 5 and that in-,
fermyation had' fuch an effe& upon him, that he
notondy: forgave our.hero for the firatagem, which
he imwediately - afcribed to the right author, bug.
alfoxrade him 4 tendér of his purfe : fo that mat-’
ters, forthe prefent, were brought to an amicable
accommodation. =~ s
Mean while, Peregrine never flackened in his
attendance upon 'the great; he never omitted to °
appear upon eévéry- levee-day, employed his in-
duftry and penetration in getting intelligence of *
that were-unfilled, and every day recom-
ménded himfelf to the good offices of his patron,
who feethed to efpoufe his intereft with great cor-
diality : neverthelefs, he was always too late in
his application, ‘or the place he demanded chanc-
cd to be outof the minifter’sgift.. ~ *© =
Thefe iritimations, tho’ communicated in the
moft warm profeflions of friendthip and- regard,
gavegreatumbrage to the young gentleman, who
confidered them as the evafions of an infincere
courtier, and loudly complained of them as fuch
to his lordthip, fignifying, at the fametime, an
intehtion to fell- his mortgage for ready money,
which he would expend to the laft farthing in
thwayting -his hdnour, in the very firlt election '
he fhould patronize. ~His lordihip never wanted *
a prbper ‘exhortition ‘upen thefe otcafions i he -
did Rot-now  endeavour to pacify him with af= - .
furances of the minifter’s favour, becaufe he per- =
ceived that thefe medicines had, by repeated ;lifeé' e
et 3 - X ) @
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loft their effeét upen.our advénturer, whofé me-

‘naces he now combated,. by reprefenting that the

minifter’s ‘purfe was' heavier than that of Mr.
Pickle ; that therefore, fhould :he make a point
of oppoling his intereft, the youth muft infallibly
fail in the conteft : in which cafe he would find
‘himfelf utterly deftitate of the means of fubfift
ence, and confequently precluded from: all hepe
of provifion.. " -~ . o
"~ 'This was an obfervation, the truth of which
our young gentleman could not pretend to deubt,
tho’ it did not at all tend to the vindication of

‘his honour’s condu&. Indeed Pickle began to
“fufpeé& the fincerity of his own patron, who, in

‘"his opinion, had trifled with his impatience, a
even eluded, by forry excufes, his defire of ha-
ing another private audience of the firft maven
His lordfhip alfo began to be lefs acceffible than
ufual ; and Peregrine had been obliged to:dun
the fteward with repeated demands,. before he
could finger the laft quarter of his intereft. .

Alarmed by thefe confiderations, he went and
eonfulted the nobleman whom he had obliged in
she affair of his fon; and had the mortification
to hear but a very indifferent charaler of the
perfon in whom he had fo long confided. This
new advifer, who (though a courtier) was a rival
of the other, gave our adventurer to underftand,
that he had been leaning upon a breken reed }
that his profefled patron was a man of a fhat-
tered fortune and decayed intereft, which ex-
tended no farther than a fmile and a whifper ;

. that for his own part, he fhould have been proud

of an opportunity to ufe his influence with the
minifter in behalf of Mr. Pickle: ¢¢ But, fince
you Bave put yourfelf under the proteétion of

4 ' an~
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ariother peer; (faid he) whofe. connexions inter-

fete  Wwith- miney I cannot now efpoufe your

caufe, without incurring the. imputation of. fe-
dacing that' nobleman’s ‘adherents 3 a. charge
which, of all others, I woukl moft carefull

~ aveid. . However, I fhall always be ready to af-

fitt you with my private advice, as a fpecimen of
Wwhich, I now counfel you to infift upon having
another interview with Sir Steady Steerwell hing.
felf, - that you may in perfon explain your preten-
fions, without any rifque of being mifreprefented;
‘and endeavour, if poflible, to draw him into fome
particular promife, from which he. cannot retra&,
with any. vegard to his reputation : for general
profeflion is 2 neceflary armour worn by all mini-
Rers in their own defence, againft the importu~

 sity-of thofe whem they will' not..befriend, and

would not difoblige.’?

This advice was fo conformable to his own
fentiments, that our adventurer feized the firft
opportunity to demand an hearing; and plainly
wid his patron, that if he could not be indulged
with that favour, he fhould look upon his lords
fhip’s influence to be very fmall, and his own
hopés to be altogether defperate ; in which cafe,
he was refolved to difpofe of the mortgage, pur-
chafe an 40nuity, and live independant, )
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B is indulged with a ‘)'[md audience’by the mit’
" niffer, of whofe fincerity he is conviriced. His'

* pride and ambitton revive, and again are ‘mor-*

) nﬁ;d

Y F the young gentleman’s money had been in’
1 other hands, perhaps the peer would hive’
been at very little pains, either in “gratifying hi¥
demand, or oppofing his revenge ; but he knew:
that a fale of :the mortgage could not be éffefted’
without an inquiry, to which he did hot with' to
be expofed. He ‘therefore employed all his in-
tereft in procurir}g the folicited audiepce 3 Whict
being granted, Peregrine, with great “wirmith'
and elocution, expatiated upon’ the' ifijury” his
fortune had fuffered in the affair of the borough,
for which he had ftood candidate ; he took fiotice
of the difappointment he had fuftained in the
other ele&ion, reminded him of the promifes with

- which he had bcen amufed, and in conclufion]
defired to know what he had to expe from s
favour. o

The minifter having patiently heard him to an
. end, replied with a moft gracious afpet, thathe
was very well informed of his merit and attach-
ment, and very much difpofed to convince him
of the regard which he paid to both 5 that till of
late, he did not know the nature of his expeétx:
tiong,. neither had he the power of creating poft$
for thofe whom he was inclined to ferve ; bue if

Mr. Pickle would chalk out any feafible method,

by, which he could manifeft bis- fentiments of

friend-

’

.
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friendfhip,! he: {hould- matbg Backivard in exest
cuting the plan.

Peregrine laying hold on this declaration, men-
tioned feveral placed whicl'he knew to be vacant ;
byt_the old evafion was flill ufed : one of them,
wag not ‘in his department of bufinefs ; another

“had been promifed to the third-fon"of a certain

earl, before the death of the laft poffeflor ; and
a third was incumbered with a penfion that -ate
up a good half of the. appointments. In fhort,
fuch obfrudtions were ftarted to all his propofals}
as e could not poffibly furmount; though he
plainly perceived, they were no other than fpe-
cious pretexts to cover the mortifying fide of a
refulsl, Exalperated, therefore, at this lack of
fincerity and gratitude, ¢ I'can eafily forefee,
(faid he) that fuch-difficulties will never be want-
1pg,. when I'have any thing to afk ; and for that
realon, will fave myfelf the trouble of any far-
ther application.” So faying, he withdrew in a
very. abrupt manner, breathing defiance and re-
venge. But his patron, who did not think pro-
per to drive him to extremities, found means to
perfuade  his honour, to do fomething for the
pacification of the young man’s choler : and that
fame evening our adventurer reeeived a meflage
from, bis - lordfbip, defiring to.fee him imme-
diately, .=~ -~ '

~In );opfequeh'cé of this intimation, Pickle went
to- his_houfe, and appeared before him with 2

: ';‘,{f;':',r:'yj.éroudy“g;fé'é&,( which fignified to whom it

4 S

1gight _concern, that his temper was at prefent
ta0 much galled to endure reproof ; and there-
Yore the fagacious peer forbore taking him to' tatk
Tor his'behaviour during the audience he had ob-
Hined 3 but gave bim"to underftand, that ‘the

R T T i
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minifter, in_confideration of his fervices, hnd
fent -him a' bank+note for three hundred poundas,
with 2 promife of the like fum yearly, uwntil he
could be otherwife provided. for. This declara-
tion in {fome- meafure appeafed the youthy- who
condefcended to accept the prefent j. and next
levee-day, made his acknowledgmentto the ¢a<
nor, who favoured. him with 2 foile of infinite
complacency, which intively. diffipated all the re-
ins of his refentment ; for, as he could mat
poflibly divine the true caufe of his being tem-
porized withy he leoked upon- his.condefcention
as an undoubted preof of Sir Steady’s: fincerity,
and firmly believed, that-he would fettle bim- in
fome place with the: ficfk opportunity, rather than
continue to pay this -peniion out of his .owa
pocket. In all prebability, this prediftien would
have been verified, had not - an unforefeen aeci-
dent in a moment oyeswhclmed the bark .of his

intereft at court, I o N
. Mean while,. this fhort gleam. of good fortume
recalled the ideas of ‘pride and ambiion, which
he had formesly cherifhed. His. gountenance
-was_again lifted up, his good humour retrieved,
aad his mien re-exaleed.. Indeed, he began to be
confidered as a rifing man. by his fellow-depen-
dants, who faw the particular notice with which
be was favoured at the public levee’; and fome of
them, for that reafon, were at pains td court his
good graces. He no lenger fhunned his former
intimates, with whom a good part of his fortune
.had been fpent, but made up to them in all places
-of pubiic- refort, with the fame eafe and fami-
liarity as he had been ufed to exprefs, and even
-reimbarked in fome of their excefles, upon the
ftrength of his fanguine expeQtation. CadWallade;
ana'
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ad be renéwed their: confultations<in the court
ef ridicule ; and divers: exploits were atchieved,
1 the confufion of thofe: who had [fziled ints the
Novthiof their difphafure.. . - . - -

.. Bus'thele enjoyments were foon interrupted by
2" misfortune- equoally fatal and unexpe@ed: his
noble’patren was feized withy an apopleQic fit,
from which-he ‘was recovered-by the phyficians,
that: they might difpatch -him according to rule 5
and accordingly, in‘two months after they were
calied, bé went the way of -all flefh. Peregrine
was-very much afflited at this event, not only
-on accourt . of his friend(hip for the deceafed, ta
whom be-thought-himfelf under many and great
‘wbligations, but alo, becasfe he feared that his
own intereft would fuffer afevere thock, by the
.semovabof thie nobleman, whom he confidered
as-its-chivf fapport. - He put himfelf therefore in
moksningy out of regard to the memoty of his
departed friend, and exhibited gensine marks o
forrow and concern § thouph he hady in reality,
.1more caufe to grieve than he asyet imagined. -
v "When quarter- day eame about, he applied to
the fieward of his losdthip’s heir for the intereft
of his mofiey, e vfual § and the reader wilt rea-
dily- owni he had fome: reafon to be furprized,
wehen he was- told he had no chim either to prin-
-¢ipad.or intereft. True it is, the manager talked
very civilly as well as fenftbly on the fubjeét.
¢ ‘Your -appearances Sir, (faid he to Pickle)
fcseens: you from ‘all fufpicion of an intended
fraud 4 but the mortgage upon thofe lands yoa
sweation, was granted to.asother perfon many
. years before you pretend to have lent that fum g
~and 1 have, this very morning; paid one quar-
B S.ter's

i
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ter’s, intoreft, a5 appiears from ¢his receipty which -

yau may, perufe fon your fatisfagtion.” - - 7 L3
. .1Peregrine was o thunder-Rruck at this idfor-
mation,; which  ftripped- him of his ‘all, that'he
c@fld npt. utter-one word ; .a: circumfance that
did no great honour.to his charaér, :in -the epi<
nion of the fteward, who, .in good earnieft, beé-
%an to entertain- fome doubts of -his integyity
or, among the papers.of the deceafed, -which he
had examined, there was no - writing, .merio~
randum, or receipt, relating. to this incumbrance;
After a long paufe of ftupefaction;  Petegrine re+
collected himfelf fo far, .as to obferve, that either

he was egregioufly miftaken, ‘or. the predeceffor

of his lord the greateft villain apon earth. ¢ Bu¢,
Mr. Whatdyecallum, (faid. he) you. muft give
me leave to tell you, that your bare affertiony ‘in
this affair, will by no means induce meto pat
up quietly with .the lofs of ten-thoufand pbunds.®?
- . Having thus expreffed himfelf, he retired from

~ the hoyle,, fo difcontented at this demur, that-he .

fcarce knew whether he moved. upon tis head or
heels; and the park chancing.to lie-in--bis way,

he fauntered about, giving vent to-a foliloquy i -

praife of his departed friend, .the burden.of whied
was a ftring of incahergat curfes imprecated tpsa
himfelf ; ull his tranfports, by degreesy giving
way. to his refleion, he, deliberated feri

and forrowfully upqn his misfortune, and refolved
to confult lawyers, without lofs. of time. ' Bus,
firt of all, he propofed to.make perfonal-apph-
cation to the heir, who, by a candid-reprefen-

* tation of the cale, might be inglined ' toido: hith -

juﬂlcc. N SR T [
In confequence of this determination), -he neg
merning put his writings in his pocket, and went
- in
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i #vchair-to, the bonfe- of : the young' noblerhan,
to whom being admitted by virtue of “his appear-
angey and a-fmsll gratification tothe porter,’ he
saplained the whole affair, corrobovating his affer-
o S
: ;thed w ‘intdiled-upon
.the pyemory of the deceafed, theuld:he be obliged
to-feck:redrefs in a public court of juftice. ~ -
+,: The cxeputory: who. was  a- perfon -of good
braeging,- eeaduled. him upon. his -lofs ‘with great
8oad -Bakurey though: he did ot feem much fur-
prizad at :his account. of the matter; but wifhed,
thes.fince: the fraud muft bave been: committed,
.the + bad : fallen upon. the - firft mortgager,
whe (hefaid) swas a thievith ufurer, grown rich.
fwer. go..dwr- hero’s remonftsances, he obferved,
thethe: did: not: look upon himfelf as obliged to
pasp. the: leat regard  to the charaer of his pre-
2 ;whorhad ufed him with great barbarity
and,.injuftiee, not: enly in excluding him from
his countenance and affiftance, but alfo in preju-
dicing bis: inheritance, - as- much as hy.in his
power; fa that it could not be reafonably ex-
peded,. that he would pay ten thoufand pounds
#f-bis debt,. f:; wh:gh hi:e had received no valae.
Paregrine, in fpite of hi rin, ‘could not he}
‘owning withia himfeif, t‘l::;g there was a goog
Jcm reafon.in this refufal; and after having
iven loofe: te, his indignation,’ in-the moft vio-
ﬂnq inve&ives againft the defun@, took his leave
*.of .the gomplaifant \heir, and -had immediate re-
£ouic to.the advice of counfel, -who affured him
that he had an excellent plea, and was accordingly
sptained jmthecpulss. 1 oo v .""Aﬁ

o
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.. Al thefe:menfusos weere tuken in the firfk.vie
gaur of his exertion, during which his itive. were
fo Auftered with thedivethity of pafions produced
by his mifchanee; “that he-miltook for equanimity
shat" which sms aoother than intexication 5 and
swo whole dsps clapled, before be:arrived at d
wae feok of his :mistortune. Then indead e
underwant a:wocful folf-esamingtion  évery cir-
enmflance of the inguiry added frefly pangs to his
sofleGion ; mnd ithe. refult. of the whole was-a
difcovery, .that his fortune was totally eorifumed,
and himéelf reduced to a ftate ‘of the meft de-
plorabls  dependawce. This fugpeftion alone
might.(in: the anguifh. of :bis defpondency) ‘have
driven him to fome defperate courfe, had - not it
.been in fome meafure qualified by the confidence
of his lawyers, and the affurance of the minifter,
which (flender as the world hath generally found
them). were the only bulwarks between mifery
. The mind is naturally pliable, and, provided
it has the lealt hope to” lean upon, adapts idfelf
wonderfully to the emergencies of fortune, efpe-
cially when the imagination is'gay and luxuriant.
This was the eafe with our adventurer 5 inflead
of indulging the melancholy ideas which his lofs
infpired, be had recourfe to the flattering delu-
fions of hope, foothing himlelf with unfubftad-
-tial plans of future greatnefs, and endeavouring

to-cover what was paft -with theveil of oblivion:
After fome hefitation, he refolved to make
Crabtree acquainted with -his misfortune, that
.once ‘for all he might might pafs the ordeal of
his fatire, without fubjeing himfelf to a long
feries of farcaftic hints and ‘doubtful sllufions,
.which he could not endure, He accordingly
: took



CaaE .

PEREGRINE PICKLE. 4

took- the firlk opportunity-of eelling-him, that he
was abfolutely ruined: by the pe of his pae
tron, and defired that he: would not aggravaté
bis afBittion; by thofe cynical remarks which-were
peculiar to-mien of his- mifanthropical difpofition.
Cadwallader liftened to this declaration’ with in-
ternal furprite, which,: -however, produeed no
altsration in--his counteriande’; and; after fome
paufe, obferved; that our hero had no reafon to
look. for any new obfrvation from him-upon
thisevent; which-hehad long forefeen, and daily
cxpefled ; and exhotted -him, ‘with an irenieal
fneer, to confole himfelf with the promife of the
mipifter, whe' would doubtlefs dxfcharge'the debu
of hmdeceafcd bofowfmcnd. »

S

T CHAP (28

P«ene.grme .commits himfelf to the publick, and is
admitted member of a co/lege of authors,  :

HE bitternefs of this explanatnon being

l _pafled, our young gentleman began to re-
volve within, himfelf fchemes for making up the
deficiencies of his yearly income, which was now
{o grievoufly reduced, and determined to profi¢,
in fome fhape-or other, by thofe talents which be
owed - to nature and -education. He had, in his
affluence, heard of feveral authors, who, with-
out any pretenfions: to. genius, or human litera-
turé, earned a very genteel {ubfiftence, by un-
dertakmg work for bookfellers, in which reputa-
tion. was not -at all concerned. One (for ex-
ample) profefled-all manner of tranflation, at fo
much  per fheet, and altually kept .five or fix

amanuenfes continually employed, -like fo-many
e clerks

e
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clerks.in. 2 mmm W@
}x was enabled to live at lmnfc,«wﬁcw

d and hﬂs bqtt!e, ambitious of :ne qther. qhar

that of an, lnmcfil man, :aﬁ ‘;s@i

nqchbour Another,projefied 2 vasiety m

for pew ditinaries, Which were exocuted

bis eye by day-labousers ; and .the. province. of 3

third was hiftory andvoyages, collc&ed or.abridged-

by underftrappers of the fame clafs., . L~

Mr. Pickle, in his companfons, paid fuch de~.

,ference to his own capacity, as,banithed all.

daubts of hls being able to excel any .of thole up--
dertakers, in their different. br:,mbu of profefe,
fion, .if ever he fhould be driven. to that ¢xpe¥i-
ment: but his ambition prompted him to: make:
his intereft and glory coincide, by attempting.
fome performance which fhould do him henour

with the publick, and at the fame time eﬁabhﬂn
his importance among the capy-purchafers .ig,
town, With this view, he worfhipped the muf:, ,
and, confcious of the little regar whlch 48, in

¢his age, paid to every fpecies of poetic.compar;.

fition, in which neither fatire nor obfcenity oc

curs, he produced an imitation of Juvenal,.and.. .

laflied fome confpicuous charafters, with equal -
truth, fpirit, and feverity, Though his name

"did not appear in the title-page of this produc-.

tion, he managed matters fo, as that the work
was univerfally imputed to the true author, who;
was not altogether difappointed in his expela .
tions of fuccefs ; for the impreffion was imges -
diately fold off, and the piece became the {yb~.
je& of converfatlon in all affemblies of talte. , .

This happy exordium not only attralted the
addrefles of the bookfellers, who made intereft
for his acquaintance, but alfo rqufed the notice

B ’ : of
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. #
of a'fciety of zuthors, ‘who fliled themfelves
e coltege, from which he was honoured with a
depwtation, offering to enroll him a member, by.
inasimous comfent. The perfon employed for
whis purpofe-being a bard who had formerly tafted
of our frero’s bounty, ufed all his cloquence to’
perfoade him to ‘comply with the advances of

. their fraternity, which he defcribed in fuch a

manner, as inflanred the curiofity of Pickle, who
difmiffed the embaflador, with an acknowledge-
méntof the great honour they conferred upon’

* hith, and a'faithful promife of endeavouring to

merit the-‘continuance of their approbation. ,
" He was afterwards, by the fame minifter, in-
fructed in the: ceremonies of the college ; and,
in confequence of his information, compofed an.
otfe; -to be publickly recited on the evening of his,
introduétion. . He underftood, that this confti-
tution 'was no other than a body of authors, in-
corporated by mutual ‘confent, for their joint ad-
vantage-and fatisfaction, oppofed to another af-
fembly of -the fame kind, their avowed enemies
and detraCtors.. No wonder then, that they
fought-to ftrengthen themfelves with fuch a va-
luable acquifition as our hero, was like to prove.
Thevollege canfifted of authors enly, and thefe,
of all degrees in point’ of reputation, from the
fabricator- of a fong fet to0 mufic, and fung at .
Marybone, to the dramatic bard who had ap-
peared in butkins upon the ftage: nay, onc of
the members had aQually finifhed eight books of
aa epic poem, for the publication of which, he’
was, at that time, foliciting fubfcriptions.” '
It cannot be fuppofed that fuch a congregation
of the foms 'of Apollo would fit a whole cvening
with order and decorum, unlefs they were under’
“Vou. IV, F the
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the check of: fome eftablithed autharity : and this,
ifconvenience having been forcfeen,- they had,
eletted a prefident, vefted with full power ta fin
lence any-::;{etmbber hor h?gmbemg fﬁg thould, ats,
tempt to difturb the harmony. and fubordination.
of tgte whole. The fage, who at this time pof-,
fefled the ‘chairy, was a ‘petfon in years,; whofe,
countenance was a lively portraiture. of that ran-.
corous_difcontent which follows repeated dam-;
nation. He had been extremely. unfortunate sin.
his theattical produdlions, and ‘was (to ufe the,
words of a prophane’ wag, who .affifted -at .the.
condemnation of his laft play) by this time damn’s,
beyond redemption. Neverthelefs, he ftill tarried
about the fkirts of Parnaflus, tranflating fome of.
the claffics, and writing mifcellanies ; ,and,. by,
dint of an invincible affurance, infolence untamed;,
the :moft undaunted virulence of tongue,. and.,
fome knowledge of life; he made thift to" ac-
quire and maintain the charaller of a nyan, of
learning and wit, in the opinion of people who.
had neither ; that is, thirty-ninein forty of thofe
with whom he aflociated himfelf, .. He was even
Tooked upon in this light by fome few of the.col-.
lege ; though the major part of thofe who fa-
voured his eleftion, were fuch as dreaded_his ma- ,
lice, refpected his experience and fenjority, or
hated his competitor, who was the epic poet.. -
. The chief end of this fociety (as I have.al
ready hinted) was to affift and fupport each. otheg
in their produtions, which they mutually recom~ -
mended to fale, with all their art and influence,,:
not only in piivate converfation, but alfo in-pew
cafional epigrams, criticifms, and advertifements.
inferted in the public - papers, - This fcience, .-
which is known by the vulgar ‘appellation of
L pxlngs
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puffing; they' carried to fuch & pitch of fineffe;*
that an adthor very often wrote an abufive an--
fwer to his own performance, in order to inflamer

“the cutivfity of the town, by which it bad been -

overlook’d. Notwithftanding this general unahi-
mhity ia the college, 2 private animofity had long
fubfiftéd  between the two rivals I have mention-
ed, on account of precedence, to which both'
laid claim, though, by a majority of votes, it
had bcén deczded in favour of the prefent chair-
man. - udge indeed never proceeded to
any dcgrcc of -outrage or defiance, but manifefted*

- itfelf at every meeting, in attempts to eclipfe eachr

othet: in fmart fayings and pregnant repartee ; fo’
that there was always a delicate mefs of this kind’
of wit-ferved up in the front of the evening, for
the entertainmient  and example of. the junior
members, “who ‘néver faited ‘to divide uport this:
occafion; declating-themfelves for one ot other-of
the combmnts, whom-they encouraged by theii

geﬁures, and -applaufe, accordmg 0 "thet

es of the difpute. *

'I‘ his bonourable ‘confiftory was held in tbe
beft room of ‘an ale-houfe, which afforded wirie,-
punich; or Yeer, fuitatile to the purfe-orinclina-
sion ‘of every individual, ‘who feperately paid fos
his own choice: and- here was our hero intro-
duced; in the midft of twenty ftranpers; who, b)*
their looks and équipage, formed a very pic-
tarefque variety. - He' was received with a mof®

jous folemnity, and placed upon the right
haind: of the prefident; 'who having commanded-
filence, recited-aloud his introductory ode, which-
set “with’ univerfal ‘approbation. ~ Ther was
tendéred to- him the cuitomary oath, obliging
kim ‘to confult the hOn(;ur and advantage of !;he
2 -
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fociety, 2 far'as it thould Tic.in his-power; is*
every. ftation’ of life! and this being taken; his
temples; were boond with a ‘wreath- of laurel;
‘which_was kept facted for fuch injuguration, *
., Wihen thefe rites were ‘performe‘dh with all due:
‘cesemaony, . the new member caft hiseyés around:
the place, and took a more accurate furvey of his:
brethren; among whom he obferved a flrange:
<colleftjon of periwigs, with regard: tothe co-
dour, fathion, and 'dimenfions, ‘which ‘were fuch.
as he had never.feen before. Thofe who fat on:
«€ach fide, neareft the prefident, weére gendralty
diftinguifhed by vencrable tyes, the foretops’ 6f:
avhich exhibited a furprifing diverfity ;" fome* of
them rofe flanting backwards, like the glacis ‘of
a fertification ; fome were elevated’ in: two 'd}~
Rin& eminences, like the 'hills Helicon'and Par~
naflus; and athers were curled and reflected, “as:
ghe diprns , of Jupiter Ammon. “Neéxt to théfd,
the.majors took place, many of which were thére
Juagedaneay made by thé application of'an oeta-
fional refe to_the tail of a lank bob;’and in' the
lower form appeared miaffes of hair, which'wonld
_admit of no defeription, © 17 T T ud G
_Their .cloaths -were tolerably ‘well -fuited “to,
she furniture of .their heads, the apparel of ‘the
* upper bench being decent and cleah, ‘whilé that
&f the fecond clafs was thread-bare and foiled ;
" and at the lower end of the room,’ he percefved
- divers efforts made to conceal rent breeches and
- Alirty linenz nay, he could diftinguiffi' by their
. &ountegnances, the different kinds of poetry “in
which they exercifed the mufe ; he faw Tragedy
«<onfpicuaus in a grave folemnity of rcaard, Satire
Houring;in a frown of envy and difcontent, Llepy
_-whiining in a funereal afpe&, Pattoral dozing ‘in
a

2 m BT oy B G« &PV
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a.mnji;qﬁpxd Ianguor of face . Ode-writing: - deli-
fgated in a diftradted ftare, an&  Epigrany fquined
Jag with a pert {neer. Perhaps our hero' refined
‘too much in bis penetration, when he affirmed,
.;bat over and above thefe dlfcovoues, he ‘could
plainly perceiye the ftate of every one’s finances,
And, would have undertaken to have gueffed each
particular fum, without. varying three farthmgs-
from the truth,
The cpnverfatxon, inftead of becoming ge-
eral,, to fall into parties; and the epit’
:gct ha ggually attta&ed the attention of a ?;1-
Natg committee,, when the chairman interpofed,
aloud, <« No cabals, no confplracxes, gen-
) gleuxen. . His rival, thinking it incumbent upom
him to make fome reply, to this rebuke, anfwer-
‘ad, s We have no fecrets; he that hath ears,.
et him hear.”  This was fpoke as an intimation.
"to the, company,. whofe looks were inftantly
,yvheqtcd,mth, the expeQation of their ordinasy
; the prefident feemed to decline. the
cpnteit or, without putting on his fighting facey
he calmly, replied,, that he' had feen Mr. Meta-
phor tip the wink,.and whxfper to one of his con-
federates, and thence judged, that there was:
fomethin, myﬂenous on the carpet.
. The, epxc poet,. believing his antagonift crefi
fa]len, refolved to take the advantage of his de~
je&ion, that he might inhance his own charattes
. in the opinion of the ftranger; and with thas
| view. aﬂ(ed, with, an air of exultation, jf a man.
"might not, be allawed to have a convulfion in his-
€. thhqut bemg fuibe&zd of a canfpxracy..v
%ﬂ prefid ent, perceiving his drift, .and- piqued.
. at his prefumption, ¢ To be fure (faid hc) a
mah of a weaﬁ head’ migy be very well fuppofed
. ‘ 3 to-
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4o have bonvulfions in his eyes,” - "This repirtee
praduced 3. laugl of triumph-among: the-ehair-
wwan’s adhorents 7, one of whem obferved; that
his ¥ival had got a fmert-rap oni the pates -¢> Yes,

ireplied the bard) in that refpe€ Mr, Chairman .

-has the advantage of me. Had my head been
fortified with a horn-work, ‘b fhould -not have
Ddeen fo fenfible of the ftroke.” . Fhis :retért;,
which carried a fevere allufion to-the prefident’s
wife, lighted up the countenances of the aggref-
for’s friends, which Bhad begun td be a little oh-
-umbrated ; and had 2 contrafy effed* upon the
ether fa&non, till their-chief, colleQing:ai} hs
-eapacity, returned the falute, by obferving,: that
ghere was no eccalion for an-horn-work, when
the covered way was not werth defénding.- ¢ ;
« Sueh a reprizal upon Mr. Meuaphor's joke-
fellow, who was:- by nomeans remarkable for her
beauty, could not fail to operaterupon-the héarerd 3
. and -es for the bard himfelf, he was-evidently
sufiied by the reflection 5 to which, howevers. hej
‘without- hefitation; replied, ** Egad {-'tis.orry ops-
niony - that- if your covered way was faid--open,
few - peop'e ‘'would venture to- give the affauic.”
¢t Not-unlefs their battertes were more
than the fire of your wit,” {faid the prefident)
s As for-that mattery. {cried thé other with pre-
cipitation) they would haveno-occafion to batter
in breach ;5 they would fimnd the angle of: the /a
puevlle- baftion demolifhed to their hands: he he *
5. But I belicve it would furpafs your wnder-
fanding, (refumed the chairman) to fill up he
SOz < That, Town, is impraclicable, (replied
the- batd} there I fhould meet mth an higha
mwm:dﬂmdm"" - o
L.

- -

C The




PEREGRINE PICRLE. gs

1. {Fhbe prefident, - exafperated at this .imfinuation,
o prefonce of the new member; exclaimad with
Sndigmadon in-his looks, < And yet, if 2

»f ‘pidneers- were fet at-work upan your. {kul
‘whey: would find rubbi(h-enough te. chioak up all

“she: common fewers in town.” . Here a.groan

wwas utscred by the-admirers of the epic poet,
who taking a pinch of fauff with great compo-
Jure, *¢ Wtien a man grows fcurrilous, (faid he)
-Ftake ‘it for -an ‘undoubted proof of his over-
‘throw.” << If that be the cafe (cried the other}
"you yomnfelf muftbe. the vanquithed party; for
Yyou was. the firft: that was driven to perfonal
‘wbufe.”” peal (anfwered the bard) to
ehote who cxn §dhngmﬂ:. Gentlemen, yous
,udgm:nt?” :
‘Fhis raference produced an umverfal clamour,
’-altdnho wholo.college:was involved in confufion.
: Beerp manearered - into difpure with his neigh~
Jeewity on: the aeikts of thiscandd. The chair-
SMagcinmmpoid] his axthomty in vain 5 the foife-
-grew-lomder :and louder ; the difputants: waxed
-awarm3 sheepithew of- Hndbad, ﬁd, and ﬁa;mdm’
“wore.bandied-about. : Peregrine enjoyed the up-
.gour,ard-leaping wpon the: table, founded the
+ @hargentobutdey: which was immediately com-
mencod-in tem different duels 3 in confequence of
:wisictsy” the: lights were extinguithed ; the com~
“batantsabrethed: dne another withaut diftin&ion ;.
O mifchievous Pickle diftributed fundry random
‘blows i the dark ; and the people below, being
sdlarsed with the foumd of apphcauon, the over»
- tarping of chaiss; -and the butcries of ‘thofe who-
‘wrere engaged came -up- fluirs in a body, with.
lights, to_reconnoitre, and, if poflible, -queit this.
hideous tumult,
F 4 . Ob-~
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L Ob_ye&s weré nofooner rendered” vnﬁb‘le, than
the feld iof battbe 'exhiblied frange ‘grotpes of
e Fandingound die falleny " Eaek 6f>Ms M
waphiory:ieyes wad furtounded: with:acircle.of>n
Hivid ey - and ithe: »preMem’s)mre diftilled :n
Yuuiity:-of: dlotted: bisod : One of the tragi
authors, finding himfelf affalted ‘id ‘thes darls,
had, by way of poinard,” employed upon his ad~
verfary’s throat a knife whieh Jay uporn the table;
for the convenience of cutting cheefe; buty by
the blefling of Gody - the edge of :it was not:keen
‘eniough to &ntér'the fkin, which it had- only
feratched in divers places:. A fadirift had almoft
bit oft the ‘ear of ‘a lyric'bard,: " -Shirts and' mecke
cloaths ‘were! torn to rags 3 and there: was {uch &
woeful wreck of petiwigs on- the floor, that ne
&xamination could adjuft the property of tlie swn-
ets, the greateft part -of: whom- wers:obliged - te
ufe hiandkerchiefs, by way of nightseap;: .«
-The fray, however, ceafed.at the
tbefe -who interpofed part of the combasanty
being tired of an exercife, in which they had ros
ceived nothing but hard. blows: part of them be-
ing intimidated by the remonftrances of the land~
Jord :and “his company, who - threatened -to-cail
the watch; and a very few being afbamed:of the
‘fcandalous difpute in which they were deteied.
But though - the’ battle was.ended; xtWampoﬁ
fible, for that evening, to reflore.harmony and
gooed order to the fociety, which broke ep, after
the prefident had promounced a fhort .and «cone
fufed apology to our adventurer,.for the indegent
uproar which had unfortunately happeneﬂ on thc
fitlt-night of ‘his admiffion. - : ... .
‘sIndeed; Péregrine: deliberated : thh hxmfelf,
whether or not his repumnon would allow-him
-~ o i . . to

o
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to appenr again: ameng this veasrabl. fratgmity <
but, ag he knew fome of them tobe- pmp.of resd
ius, how sidicnlous fewer their carriage-mighs:
modified, . and. was of that laughing difpafition;

- which is. always.feeking food for mirth, as Horace
Qbfdvcﬁﬂf Bhiligws" e L e ’_,
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he refolyed to frequent the college, notwithftands
ing this accident, which happened at his inaugue
ratien ; being thereto, moreover, induced by hig:
defire of knewing the private hiftory of the ftage,.
with. which he fuppofed fome of the membery
perfe@ly well acquainted.. He was alfo vifited,.
befare the next meeting, by. his introdu@or, whe
afluged him, that fuch a tumylt had never hapy
pened fince. the inflitution of the aflembly, til}-
that.yesy night ;- and gromifed, that for the fu-
tures he. fhould have no caufe to be fandalized
at their bahaVipur.- . e Lot
. sPerfuaded by fhefe motives and aflyrances, he-
taufhed himfelf once more in the midft of their
Communifys and every thing proceeded with great-
decorum ; all difpute and altercation was avoided,
and the college applied itfelf ferioufly to the pus~
pofes. of.its meeting ; namely,. to hear the gricr
iant:%oﬂ i“ﬁ%"ﬁfé’,h md‘:aﬂi&thqn e‘;vl‘d;d falu~
tary advise.. T perfon that craved redyefs,
:gx nﬁfy Noarth Briton, who complained (‘mz
frange diale) that he had, in the beginning, of-
the {rafon,. prefented a comedy to the mapager
‘of a certain theatre, who, after @ had lain fix
‘yreeks.in his hands, returned it to the author, af:
frming there 'was neither fenfe nor Englifh in the-

formance, , , )
perfo st TR
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* ““Fhe prefident, '(who, By'the bye} hadrevifed
the piece) thinking' hi¢ dwn reputation toftcert
&d, dethiréd, ‘in prefence of ‘the whole: fociety,
that with regard to fenfe, ke wonld ‘hot - amder-
tak¥ to vindicate the protudtion ; but, I poidt
‘of language, no fault could-be juftly laid te fes
charge: ¢ The cafe, however, is very plain,
{faid he)  the manager netver ‘gave himfelf" the
trouble to perufe the play, but formed a judgment
of it from the converfation-of the author, never
“dreaming that it had undergone the revifal of-an
Englith writer : be that'as it will, you are in§-
nitely obliged to'himy for having difpatched you
fo foon, and I fhalt have the better opinion of him
for itfo Tong as' I live ; for ¥ have knéwn-other-
guefs authors than you (that ‘is; In’poit of ia-
tereft and fame) kept In continual atcendance
and dependance dufing the beft part of their lives,
and after all, difappointed in the expeQation-of
feeing -thefr performancesexhibited on “the ftage.
"There are only two methods, by which you have
any chance’ of introducing your play wpon the
theatré ; - one 1is * dompulfive, “By" the "interpo-
{ition of the great, whom a patentee darey nhot
difoblige; the other, infinuatidn, by ingratiating
yourfelf with the manager : ‘you muft be recom-
imended to his notite; you' muft cultivate his
good grates with alt ‘the: homility of adulation ;
wiite poems ‘m his praife’y if he be an a&or; fup-
fort lis performance againft all cenfure, ‘though
t thould be founded upon demonflration ;” and in
public coffce-houfes, as welkas in private partles,
magnify the virtues of his heart, in defpite of
trith and illuftration. ~ Fhis, indeed, is the moft
effectual expedient, and what I advife you to
practife, after you fhall have been introduced to
] - his.




'PEREGRINE PICKLE. ¢g

:his acquaintance,. by fome perfon of weight ; and.
fs by thele means, -and. difit’ of perfeverance,,
.you can, in threg or four years, fee your comedy:
in‘rebearfal, you may think yourfelf extremely-
fortunate i your application : for a man, with-
‘out intereft or pretenfion, may prefent a petition:
to ‘the. captain-general of his majefty’s forces,,
.demanding a commiffion for the firlt company
ithat_fhall become vacant, and be as likely to.
:mreet with fuccefs, as an unfupported author that.
_affers a_performance to the ftage. Though a
-patentee had mo friends of his own to oblige,.
-why the devil fhould he put himfelf to the ex-
pence and trouble attending the reprefentation of:
. & new play, and part with :hréeegéneﬁt-nights,,
0 ‘pleafg.;;;the vanity amd fill the ‘pockets of a
- The. nonthern bard began to argue with great
. yehemence -and vociferation, againft the advice:
and obfervations of the chairman, undertaking to-
.prove from reafon, as well as from experience,
. shat one poet is of greater dignity and importance:
g the commonwealth, than all the patentees or
~players that ever exifted.. But he was over-rufed:
- and filepced in the beginning of his harangue, by
a decree of the council, which was unanimoufly
.of -opinion, that the advice he had reccived was.
equally. judicious and expedient, and that it would.
. be bis own_ fault,, if he did not profit by the ad-
qonition. - . S o
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e Further, frﬁqqi{ng;t 'nf the college.. -
' HIS affair was fo 'iﬂohcrl‘!if?qﬂ'@d,; than.
 another gentleman exbibited a complaint,
fignifying, that he had undertaken to tranflate in-
‘o Englifh,:a certain celebrated “authar,. wha hdd
‘been cruelly mangled by former  attempts;. and
that, foon as his_defign taok air, the proprietors
of thofe miferable tranflations had endeavoured
to prejudice his work, by induftriqus infinuations,
‘contrary to truth and fair. dealing, importing,
that he did. not underftand one word of the lap-
guage which he pretended to tranflate. This
ing a cafe that nearly concérned the greateft
part of the audience, it was taken into ferious
deliberation : fome ‘obferved, that it was not @
a malicious effort againft the plaintiff, but alfo a
fpiteful advertifement to the public, tending to
promote an inquiry into the abilities of all othex
tranflators, few of whom (it was well known)
were fo qualified,” as.to ftand the teﬂ of fuch ey~
amination, Others. faid, that over and ahove
this confideration, which ought to have its due.
weight with the college, there was a neceflity .
for concerting meafures to humble the prefump-.
tion of bookfellers, ‘who had, from time imme-.-
morial, taken all oppoitunities to opprefs and ena .
flave their authors; not only by limiting men of .
genius to the wages of a journeyman: taylor,
without even allowing them” one f!b_bath in the-'
week," but alfo in taking fuch advantages of theis. :
neceflities, as were inconfiftent with, jufticé and ,:

“~whumanity. ¢ For example, (faid. aug ' of the::

2 : 4 mem-
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.members) after I myfelf had acquired a little re-
.putation with.thie town, "I Was carefled by one of
_thofe tyrants who profefled a friend(hip for me,
“and even fupplied' me with money, ‘according to
the exigencies of my. fituation ; fo that I
“upon’ him s the niirrour of difinterefted benevo-
ence'; and had ‘he Known my-difpofition, and
-tredted- me accordingly, I thould have writ for
*Dim upon his bwn terms,” After I'had ufed his
“frieridthip ih this manner for fome time, Ihap-
“petted: to have occafion for a fmall fum of money,
‘and with great confidence made another applica-
‘tion o my good friend ; when all of a fudden he
put’a ftép to 'his 'gencrofity, refufed to accoms
-modate me in'the moft abrupt and mortifying.

- ftyle; and though T was 4t ‘that time pretty far

Advariced'in a "work “for ‘his benefit, which was
a fufficlént fecurity for what I owed him, h¢
youndly afked, how I propofed to” pay the money
which ‘T had already borrowed. Thus was ¥
sfed. like a young ‘whore juft come upon 'the
towi, 'whom the bawd allows'to run into her
deb¥;" that Mg ma tiave it in her power to op~
prefs fer at 'plea%,ure ; and if the {ufferer com-
phaiis, fhe is treated like the moft u‘ngrgtcfuf
wretchi upon earth ; ‘and thattoo with fuch appear<
ance of reafon,’ as' may eafily miflead an uncons,
cerned fpeQator. ¢ You wnthankful drab ! (fhe,
will fay) ‘didn’t I'take you into my houfe when .
you hiadin’t & Thift to your back, a petticaat to.

. yéur vl “fior 2 morfel of bréad to put into your

botty'2 * Ha’a’t 1 'loathed you' from head to foot
likda 'g’;:hﬂev{*t)mar'l; fupported you with board,,
todginig} and’all neceflaties, till your own ex- .
travagiance hath brought you. intg diftrefs; and
oW your bave the impuderice; younatty, ﬁigk_ing
T v T e lilne
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“brimflone biingaway ! to fay you are. hardly deaje
‘with, when, 1" demand no more than my own’?
‘Thus the whore dnd the author are equally ops
prefled, and even left without the melancholy
privilege of complaining; fo that they are fain to
fubfcribe to fuch terms ‘as their creditors fhall
pleafe to impofe.  © T
" This illuftration, operated fo powerfully upan
the convition and refentment of the whele cols
lege, that revenge was univerfally denounced:
againft thofe who had aggrieved the plaintiff ; and
after fome debate, it was agreed, that he thould
. make a new tranflation of feme other faléabls
-book, in oppofition to a former verfion belonging
to the delinquents, apd print it in fuch a fmall
fize, as would enable him to underfell their prow
perty ; and that. this new tranflation fhould be
recommended and. introduced into the world,
with the whole art and influence of the fociety. -
‘This affair being, fettled to the fatisfaction of
all prefent, an author of fome charaller ftood:
up, and craved the advice and affiftance of bis

fellows, in punithing a certain nobléman of great,

pretenfions to -tafte, who, in confequence of &
‘production which this gentleman had ufhered inter
the world, with univerfal applaufe, not only de-
fired, .but even eagerly courted his acquaintance,.
¢« He invited me to his houfe (faid he) where [
was overwhelmed with eivility and profeffions of.
friendthip. He infilted, upon my treating him.

as an intimate, and calling upon him at all baursy,

without ceremony ; he made me promife to break~

falt with him at leaft three times a week : In,

fhort, I looked upon myfelf as very fortunates
in meeting_ with fuch advances from a man of his-
intczeft and reputation, who hiad & i his powen

. to.

.
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to ‘befriend me efeCtually in my paffaiie thiouph
life 3 andy that I might' not:give: him-#ny cauf®
to'think F négledted his frlehdfhipy, I went to' his
houfe in two days, with 2 view of drinking cho-
oolate; according to appointment :- but he had
been {o much fatigued with dancing atan aflembly
over night, -that his valet de chambre-would not

. wenture’ to-wake ‘himr’ fo - early ; and 1 left my

compliments to his'lordfhip; 'with & pérformance
irr manufeript, which he had exprefled a moft
€aper defire to perofe. I repeated my vifit next
miorring, that his impatience to fee me might
" not have fome violent effe® upon his conftita-
tion 5 and received 2 meffage from his minifter,
fignifying, that he'had” Been highly entertained
with the 'manufcript-I  had left, a great part of
which he'had read, but was at prefent fo bufy in
contriving & proper drefs for a private mafquerade,
which would be given that fame evening, that he
¢ould nothave thepleafure of mycompany at break-
fuft: “This was a feafible excufe, which I admitted
acéordingly; ‘and in a day or two appeared again,
when his lordthip was particularly engaged. This
might poffibly be the cafe ; and’ therefore I re-
tutned the fourth time, in hopes of finding him
mote at leifure ; but he had gone out about half
an hour before my arrival, and left my perfor-
thante with his valet de’ chambre, Wwho affured
e, thathis lord hud perufed it with infinite plea-
. fare. Perhags I might have retired very well
fatified with this detlaration, had not I, m my
paffage through the hall, heard one of the foot-
men, uporrthe top of the ffair-cafe, pronounce:
with ‘an’audible voice, “ 'Will: your lordfhip-
pledfe ta be at hone, when he ‘calls 2** Tt is'hot

which

" tobefuppofed tHat I wab pleafed at this difecvery,
Laar R |



R .
) s

b 1
164 J‘Zﬁz 4pvnurvn,;s: of
which: I(no*«fooml made;: tham tuming: to.smya
condudbot, 55 1 findy-{faid 1)-hisdordfhipis dife
pofed to be abroad temore  prople .than:me:this:
morning,””: The fellow (though a valet.de cham» :
bre) bluthed. at -this. ubfervation ; and -I-awithe -
drew, -not a-little irvitated acthe: ﬁﬂyfpae’svdiﬁm 2
geauity, aad fully refolved tofpare.him. my. vis
fits for the -future. - It was not.long after: this -
occafion, that I.happened to:meet.him in..the :

park, and being natutally civil, 1 could aot:pafs
him without a falutation of .the . hat,.which. he
seturned in the moft diftant manner,: thongh. we
‘were both. folitary, and: not a foul within view.;%
and when that very performance, which.he had
applauded fo warmly, was lately publithed by.fubs
fcription, he did. not befpeak fo: mueh.ds.:one.
copy. - b have often reflected with :wongersupba
this ridiculous in¢onfiftency in the:man’s.condaét,”
‘which looks like the refult of a fettled.defigmtoc
xender himfelf odious and contenptible. . .Imever:
courted his patronage, sor indeed thoughtvoﬂua
‘name, until hemade mtereﬂ-fonmy acguaintanees>
:and - if he- was difappointed. in my convedationy -
wby did he prefs. me fo mucb to:fm&er cnnr
nexion 3 -

¢ The. cafe is’ very clear, (cned the. chm:‘
man,, interrupting him) he is one.of thofe cox«
combs who fet up for taffe, and. value them--
felves upon knowipg. all men of genius, whony
they would be thought to'affift in'their prodac-
- ‘tions.© I will lay an even: bet with any many:
that his lordthip, on the firength: of thdt fleader.
interview, together with the opportusity of havs
ing feen your performance in manulcript; -has al-
ready hinted to every cumpany in which he is
conve:fant, that you folmted bis afliftance in re-

‘touching
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touching the piecé, ‘which you have’ now offered -
to’thepublici, nod that he was. pleafed; to faveus
you: with:hiscaduice; bwt.found you obftinasely -
bigottod: togour ows; opinions 1infome poings re- -
Jatngto thofe very: patfages which. have het mat.
‘with the! apprpbatign. of the town. :And, as for hig
carefies; there was; nothing at all extraerdinary -
Jsr. sy behaxiouss By tbat. timeyou have lived
10 Dvy age,: you will: ot be furprized to fee 3
«ourtier’s pronitfe-and performance of a different
compiexion :.not but.that I.would willingly a&
as'an/auxiliary.to your . refentmept, if. I thoughe
it was poffible to makahim. repont of his pitiful
Qidwmulation 3. bu, 1if Iguefs aright,. the perfon
you: mear,«has Jong . ago. conquered all fenfe of
predbiry.and'.fhame; and therefore is effeGually
fhieided againft the revenge of.an author.” :
. .'The-opinian of the: prefident was fan&ioned
by the. concurrence of all the members ; and al} -
other:.complaints and, memorials- being .deferred
till smother ﬁmug, -the coliege . p;ocepdgd to an
exercife of .wit, whigh wasgenel;ally performed
omnve’ry faxtnight, with-a view to. ‘promote the

of gepius Th&fﬂbﬁ& was- C!CC?-
ﬁqmlly «chofen hy the, chairman,, who opene
the game with fome fhrewd. remark. naturall aﬂ
arifing from the convcr&txon; .agd .then the b
-was..tofled, about-from- one corner of the room.
to.the ather, m;qsdmgta tbemouonsoh}xg

1 ASTEUE N RN .

- That; the reader; my havea Ju& idea,of dys.
fport; and of the .abilities. of thofe who ca.magi
iton, T fhall Jepntshefalhqoftbm even
according - ta .arder and fugeeflian jn w,
;hcy akaped > of shc msﬂ!bﬂﬁ abfg!;ma&
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thait Mr: Metaphor. was abfént; - wis told: b)m.e
perfon whe' fat next: to him,’ thae thepoet had

foul weathey:at home, and could noef¥ir abroad.
¢ Whatl- (faid the prefident, ‘interpofingy with

the fignal upon. his “counterancey: ‘is*he wihdw

bound ‘in:port 1« Winechound, 1-fuppofe;t
{eried anather.) = Hooped with wine! a
metaphor !> (fid a-third:) ¢ Not-if bc bas
got into ahogfhiead,*” (anfwered & foustly. } ¢ The
hogthead will foorter et 'inte*him, " (replieda
ffihy) it muft be a‘ tun' or‘an deeap.”’ < i % No
wondeé# then, if he fhould be 'overwhelmed,’
(faida fixth.) o 1f the fould, (cried d feventh)
he will cift up when his gsll brenks.”” $>Fhit
‘muft be “vety foon, ‘(roared aw eighth) for it:has
teen long ready to burfh”’ 14 Noy no; {ed-
ferved a ninth) he'll Bick  faft: av: ietie” boteon,
take-my- word £t it'; “he haba marirataloey
in fhkingt e And: y&, '(réthirked w-tenth)

it feén:him- in-the dlowdsi?c 59 Then Wabiile -

thoudy, T fuppofk, (evied the -dleventhy) % s
dark): (replied thie Gtlier) vt hisnieaning could
ot -be: perceived.’” - < For- 4l that; {faid e
- vwelfth) ‘he--is-eafily feert ‘throughi?>:i ¢8> Wen
talk, (anfwersd a thmeemli) s §F -hishead vas
made of ghfs:!”-* < No, no, (énéd ¥ fodrteemh)
his head is nfadeof -imiore:“durable fuff; it will
tend before e breaks.”” ‘=t Vet I havefeenr it
broken ** (refumed the ptefident.)1: 26 Did you
perceive any wit come out at the hole ?*!(fiid
another.) < His wit (repliéd- thié &Hazman) ‘is
too fubtile to be perceived.” - - : T
<A third mouth wras )uﬁ-*bpmed, wheﬁ ﬂfe
exercife was fuddénly interilipted by the dread-
ﬁxl oy of ﬁte, which' 1ﬂixe<f frdni the kiteh'e?d
O aw
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~and- jnyolved .the whole college in’ confufion.
Exery man. endeavouring, to be the firft in mak-
g his exit, the door and paflage  were. blocked
Aps each individual was pummelled by the per-
fon ghat-happened to be behind him,  This com-
Jmunication produced noife and exclamation ;
clouds of fmoke rolled upwards'into the apart-
.prent; and terror fat on every brow ; when Pere-.
grine. fecing no profpe@ of retreating by the
.doory, opened one of the windows, and fairly
-Yeapt-into the ftreet, where he found a crowd of
“peaple aflembled to cantribute their affitance in
‘extinguifhing the flames. Several members of
‘the college followed his example, and happi
~accomplithed their efcape :. the chairman himfelf
being unwilling to ufe the fame expedient, ftood
c‘;ﬁcfmgbljng on the brink of defcent, dubiaus of his
-awa _agility, and dreading the confequence of
Huch aleap, when a chais happeninig to .pafs, he
~haid-bold on the opportunity, and by an exertiof\
~of kis mufcles pitehed upon the.top of the car-
ixiage, which was immediately overturned in” the
<Kenpel, to the grievous annoyance of the farey
.;wiiich happened to be a certain effeminate, beau,
-in full drefs, on his way to a private affembly.
*...This phantom of 3 man, hedring the noife
overbead, and feeling the fhock of being overa
sthrown, at the famc time, thought that fome
-whole tenement had fallen upon the chair, and,
.in the terror of being cru(hed to pieces, uttered
.a Kream, which the populace fuppofed to proceed
from the mouth of a woman;:and therefore
-went to, his afliftance, while the chairmen, in-
fread of miniftring to his occafjons, no fooner re-
colleQted . themfelves, than they ran in purfuit of
their overthrowery who being accuftomed to

efcapes
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efeapas from bailiffs,. dived into & dark.alley, and

vamﬂung, in g trice, was nat vifible tq any living
foul, until he appearcd next day on Tower-hill. .
“The humane -part-of the moh, ‘who befhrrcd
themfclves for the relicf of the ('uppofed lady, no
fooner perceived their miftake, in the appeirancg
of the beau, who ftared around him with horror
and affright, than. their compaffion was chianged
tuto mirth, and they began to pafs a great' many
.unfavoury jokes upon his misfortune, which
-they now difcovered no inc'inatien- to alleviate 3 H
‘and he found himfelf very uncomfortably befcr,
when Pickle pitying his fituatjon, interpofed ja
his behalf, and prevailed upon the-chairmen tp
.cafry him into the houfe of ap apothecary in the

meighbourhood, to whom his mifchance prov;it

a very advantageous accident ; for the frigh
-eperated fo vnolently upon his nerves, that he
‘was feized with a delirium,, and lay a whole fo.rh-
mght, deprived of his fenfes ;_during which per
'riod he was not negle@ed in point of medicines,.
food and attendance,_but royally regaled, ag ap~
peared by the contents of his landlord s bxll_ -
Our adventurer having feen this unfortunate
beau fafely houfed, returned.to the fcene of the
other calamity, whnch as it was no other’ than
a foul vent, foon yzelded to. the endeavours of
the family, and was happily overcome, without
any other bad confequence than that of alirming
the neighbours, difturbing the college, and dif-
ordering the brain.of a beau.
- Eager to be acquainted with. tbe ga:ncuhr
conftitutions of a fociety which feemed, to open
uport him by degrees, Mr. Pickle did.nat f4d to
appear at the next meeting, when fcvcra§ peti-
tions were lald before the baard m behalf of
©  thofé
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thi6Te thefberd who: were confined in-the prifons’
of thit Fléet, Marthalfea; andKing’s benoH. -As’
thofe -unitappy authors- éxpebted: nédthing from-
ther ‘bréthiren buradvicdand good- offices; which’
@id nbt: toricern the purfe; their' memorials were:
¢onfidered with great care and humanity ;- and,
itpon-this oceaflon;' Peregrine had-it in his power’
to manifeft hisimportance to the community 5
for- He happened to be acquainted with the credic
tor'Of one’of the prifowers, and knew that-gentte-’
man’s {evérity was owing'to his referitment-at the’
Behavidur: of ‘the: debtors who had lampooned’
him in print, -becaufe he refufed to comply with:
2 frefh demand, ‘after he had lent him money to
the-amount of a confiderable fum. Our young'
gentléman therefore underftanding that the au-
thor ‘was ‘penitent; and difpofed to make a rea-'
fomable fubimiflion, promifed to employ hisin-
Auende with the ereditor towards an accommo-
dikiért 3 4dd, 7in a few days, aCtually obtained
&aibeleafe, ooy ot
- 18 Pheft-focial duties “being difcharged, the con-'
verfation tock d' generfal turh, and feveral new’
‘Produions. were freely criticifed ;- thofe -efpe-
“efally which belotiged to auwthors who were either
‘nffeonné@ed with, ‘or*unknown to the college.’
‘Nor did the profeflion’ of ftage-playing efcape the
-eognizance of the affembly : a deputation of the’
‘moft  judicions membets being fent weekly to
cach ‘theatre; with-a view of making remarks
upon the performance of the attors. The two
‘eenfdrs Tor the preceding week were accordingly
‘Cdlted  updh 1o -give in their -report'; ‘and the
“pliys Whichthéy had reviewed were the Fasr' Pe-
“hfintand! the Riewwrge, » The perfon ‘who had®

Vs <xamined

1-



110 The Apvewtoxesof 3
examined the former of thefe tragedies, owhed:
that he had made -no material obfervations upon*
the priacipal pesformers: hefaid he was, upon
the whole, very wall entertained, ‘thio’: hel had,
at firft, miftaken Lotho, by his drefs, for a
puppet-thew. maa, hiced for the entertainment of-
the. guefts at Califta’s. wedding ; and -was' afers -
wards a little furprifed “at his "unreafonable dé-
mand, when, in chalenging Horatio to fingle
combat, he defired fuch an unweildy antagonift *
to meet him a whole mile amoug rocks ; 'an ex--
pedition which could not be ‘performed w;thout
imminent danger of broken bones, -

Peregrine imagining that this remark ptocecd
ed from his ignorance of the play, obferved that®
the crizick might poflibly be mifled by tbe werds
of the defiance, which run thus:

© Weft of the town a mile, among the ro:é:, , ::,
- Tewo hoursere nom to-morrow I expect t}m. .

" << Sir (anfwered the cenfor)  am not acquaint~-
ed with: the text; -elfe I thould have placed my!
obfervation to the account of the author, inftead.’
of the aftor, who made a full ftop at the word
town, and then pronounced----a mile among the
racks, without the leaft paufe of diftinGien. Per-:
haps, indeed, in the refearches of his great pe«
netration, he ‘may have difcovered that this is the
genuine pointing of the poet, and that Lotharie
had a&ually a defign. upon the fhins . of Ala-"
mont’s friend : in which cafe he is to be com-"
mended for this, among . his other improvements .
in the art of acting; yet 1 cannot approve of ‘his:
refinements in the myflery of dying hard j his
tall; and the cucumﬁanccs of his. death, in the
- characler



- charafler of thie gay Lbertine, beiy, .dn miyopis’
niow,a lively reprefentation of a tiaker.appreffod;
with.gin,. wha flaggers agaiaft :a poft;  tumbles:
into the kennel, ‘while; bis hammer and fhucepan!
| drop :from his baads, makes: divers Oommlﬁw
efforts. to, rife, and. finding: bimfelf unable vo.
L upy, with many interwendag. ‘hictups,: ad&r

himfelf to the furrounding‘mob.’? . - .-, !
¢ I qonfefs (replied Pickle) the: alion of M
(e playor is aot free from unnatural viclence'
ad ridicalous gefticulation : & kind of fulfe firss ¢
m which ke finds hisaccount with the addience;;
. who never fail tohoaour. it with particular marks:
.| of:applaufe ; but I think the fimile of the tinker
.| Btoo fevere; .and rather dneof thofe grotefjue
;|- comparifons which may fubjeét the miofft grave
"t andfolemn incidents to ridicule, than a fair and
candid illuftration of the fa&: as for the perver-
fion of the authot’s fenfe, by an impropriety in
the deélamation, it fo commonly occars, even
in: the moft oglebrated:aQors, that ome would
think-it was an obftacle not to be furmounted
the delightful lullaby of the ftageis an eftablifed
Tecitasivey, which feems to have been compofed
oa the fuppefition that the femtenee is always
:;cluded at.theiend of. the line; and when.the -

word happens .to. begin a new period, the
fenfe. of . the whole muft fuffer accordingly.
have heard the ifopus of the age, who values
himfelf upon: accurate fpeaking, commit innume-
rable blupders of this kind, ane of whith I, at
peefent,. recalle®, in 4. paflage: of x. la:b plky, -
whtctxho upmtcd m,thss madndr.r. S

Ta bag prcm‘itm ﬁr 1/): men w&n l:a,u—u-
.« drembling bebind their ramparts. T
hus
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Thus he ‘brought the poor Romans under the-
imgutation.. of falthood as well as fear ; for, ac-.

ooeding to his paufe; they told lies, as well as
trombled behind their ramparts” . - © oL

. ¢¢ Thele sre ho other tham petty overfights
(faid. the ferond cenfor) that gentleman (take him.
allinall). is eertairily the-moft compleat and un-
blemifhed perforther that ever appeated on our.
ftage, notwithftanding the blind adoration which
is paid to his rival. I went two nights.ago, with:
an exprefs defign to criticize his ation :.1 could
find no room for cenfure, but infnite fubjeft-for:
admiration and applaufe. In Pierre'he is greaty
in Othelo exoellent; but in- Zawga :beyord all
imitation, Over ‘and above . the -diftinéthefs of
pronunciation, the dignity of attitude and ex-
preflion of face, his geftures are fojuft and fignifi«

cant, thata man, tho’ utterly bereft of the fenfe -

of hearing, might, by feeing him only; under«
ftand the meaning of eveéry word he fpéaks !
Sure nothing can bé niore-exquifite - thari hi§
manpes - of telling Ifabella how Alonzo béhaved
when he found the ineendiary letter which fhe
had dropt by the Moer’s dire&ion 3 and wheny
to crown his vengeance, he difcovers himfelf to
be the contriver of all the mifchief that had’ hape
pened, he manifefts a perfect. matter-piece "of
action, in pronouncing. thefe four little. mono+
fyllables, Know then, ’twasmmmemal, . -
- Peregrine having eyed the critick fome mi-
nutes, .¢¢ I fancy (faid he) your praife muft be
ironical, .begaufe, in: the very two fituations you
mention, I think'T have feen: that playér .oute
herod Herod, or, in other words, exceed all his
other-exteavagadces. The intention of the au-
L "' . thor
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. ‘113
thor s, that the Moor fhould communicate to
his confidante, a piece of information contained in
a few lines, which, doubtlefs; ought to bere-
peated with an air of eagernefs and fatisfaltion,
‘not with the ridiculous grimace of a monkey, to
‘which, methought, his altion bore an intimate
1efemblance, in uttering this plain fentence :

) — be topk it up ;
« But fearce was it unfolded to his fight,
o When bey as if an arrow pierc’d his eye,
. Started, and trembling dropt it ou the grouns.

r

In pronouncing the firft two words, this egre-
gicus a&tor floops dowa, and feems to take up
fomething from the ftage, then proceeding to re-
peat what follows, mimicks the manner of un-
folling a letter ; when he mentiors the fimile of
an arrow piercing the eye, he darts his forefinger
towards that organ, then recoils with great vio>
dence when_the word farted is exprefled; and
when be comes to trembling dropt it on the ground,
he throws all his limbs into a tremulous motion,
and thakes the imaginary paper from his hand.
The latter part of the defcription is carried on
with the fame minute gefticu'ation, while he fays,

.- Pale and ;ngxzji a while my victim ﬂaéd, ,

. Difgifed a fghor n, and puf'd them rom bimy
. Then rubb'd his brow, and toik it up again, .

-The player’s countenance aflumes a wild ftare, he

fighs twice meft pitecufly, ‘as if he were on thé
point of fuffocation, fcrubs his forehead, and
bending his body, apes the aflion of fnatching an
object from the floor. Nor is this dexterity of
dumb fhew omitted, .when he concludes his inti-
mation in thefe three lines : - : :

Vor. IV. G A4
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- x(ﬁﬁrﬂa}’( lpdc’d:?f'ifbl meant oreadits- v
: Buty check' d by rifing fearsy be craft’diit thusy:
. nd thruft ity like an gddery;in bis.bofawm. ;. 3

Here the judicious performer imitates. the cone
fufion and concern of Alonzo, fecms tp calt bis
- eyes upon fomething, fram which they are immes
diately withdrawn, with horror and-precipitation,
then fhutting his 8t with a violent fquecze, as if
he intended to make immediste -appledtion td
Ifabella’s nofey he ramsit in his own bofdor, with
all the horror and agitation of a-thief taken-in-ths
manner,, Were, the player debarred the .ufe.of
fpeech, and obliged to aét to the cyes only of the
audience, this mimickry might be a neceflary

conveyance of his meaning ;. but when he at -

Jiberty to fignify his ideas by language, bothing
can be more trivial, forced, unnatural -and.ans
tick, than this fuperfluaus mummery. .- Not. thag
I would exclude fram the reprefentation the graces
of a&ien, without which the choiceft fentiments,
cloathed in the moft exquifite expreffion, would
appear unanimated and infipid ; but thefe are as
different from this ridiculous burlefque, .as is. the
demeanor of a Tully. in the rofirum, from thi
gricks of a Jack-pudding on a mountebank’s ftage
and for the truth of what I'alledge, T appeat to
the obfervation of any perfon who has confidered
the elegance of attitude and propriety- of geflure,
as they are univerfaly acknowledged in.the reat
charaers of life, Indeed Ibave knowna Gat
con, whofe limbs were aseloquent as bis tongue :
he never mentioned the word {leep. witheut: res
clining his head upon bis harid ; when he had ocs
cafion to talk of an herfe, he always. ftarted up
and tomed acrofs the rvom, except: when. he

, was
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was fo fituated: that be-could not fir without in-
coameding the company, and inthat cafe he con-
tented himfelf with neighing aloud : if a dog hap-

" pened to be the fubje& of his converfation, he

ausgged. his tail, and grinned ina moft fignificant
ananner ;' and-one day he expreffed his. defire of
going backwards .with ' fuch patural imitation of
-fiis purpofe, . that every body in' the room firmly
believed he: had. sétually  overfhot himfelf, and
fortified their noftrils accordingly. - Yét no 'man
ever looked: upon this virtuofo to be the ftandard
of propriety in point of fpeaking and deportment,
Forimyp own part, I confefs the player in queftion
would,- by dint of thefe qualifications, make: a
vesi:good figuse in the charater of 'Pantaloon’s
hicquey, in the entertainment of Perfeus and An-
drotneda, -and perhaps might acquire fome repu-
gation;: by tusning the Revenge into apantomime 5
imiwlioh caufe, I would:advife him to come upon
the:flage, :provided 'with an bandful of flour, ia
orilevt0. befinear his: face;, when he pronoances
pale wnd. aghafl, &c, ‘and methinks he ought te
Bluftrate. she ‘adder with an. hideous his, But
let us mowcome to the other fituaticn; in which
this :asodern Efopus ‘is fuppofed to -diftinguifly
Himfelf fonuschy I mean that fame slairciffement
comprehended Lin Know then *tvase—l. - His -
tnanaer;, I own, may be altered fince I was pre«

fent:at-the reprefentation of: that performance §
but.cestain I am, when[ beheld himy in that ¢1i-

tical) comjunélure,. bis behaviour.appeared to me

fooupcouthy that I really imagined he was vifited

by fome epileptic difiempes 5 for hie ftord totter-

ing; and gaping for the fpace of two .minutes; like

eman:fuddenly ftruck with -the pulfy 3 anid after.

warious diftorfions acx;nd fide-fhakings; asif-he had

. 2 got
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got fleas:in-hissbaublety heaved upfram his Iutps
the letter 1, like a hugc anchor froo Hfoud
grounxk Leznt b EEUE R SRR
~. Tbis tfmmfm *masmccep&able tb the, majemty
of: the college, .whohad no-great veneration fos

theiplayer in queftion; -and his admirery. withowy -

‘making- any reply, atked .in-a whifper, of the
genleman, who (at nexs to him, if Pickle bad no¥
offered . fome produétion. to- the: ftage, and imet
witha repulfe. - This queftion was not conveyed
fo fofily, - but that it.reached.the ears: of our.ads
venturer, whofeemed difpofed to make fome an-
fwer, when be:was prevented by the interpofition
of another member, ‘who begged the opinion enfl
advice of the community, touching a.-paftoral
which be bad juft:compofed. - Beioteshe- had
time to: produce the performane¢ tathesinfpe)
tion of the: fociety, _the chairman +obfetved)
with a fplesetic -air, that &e ovght tarhave sk

ployed his time in fome: more: profitable amufe

ment, than a fpecies of writing in which he had
formerly. met with fo little fuccefs.” = -.. - )

«« T'rue it-is-{replied the-author) ; oy laft pro-
duétion of this. kind. was nat very favourably ve-
ceived 3 a circumftance intirely owing-to the iz~
ture of the fubje&, which did:not at. all.interoft
the paffions of the heart : but. heze; my:dear S,
the cafe is otherwife ;. this pattoral I.compofed
ppon the death of my own grandmother, who
was a woman, in all refpeéts, worthy of the
téars [ have thed over her tombs and this fmasll
campofition is the genuine off:pring; of unfeigyied
forrow : the blots which are- {till. vifible . on the
paper, indicate the grief with which Lwrote it.
Latbrym;e Jecére lituras, And fﬂl’e he muft have
[ T RV R
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unnty ﬁeamwhouwr hezr itread with an: uns
‘mroiftened eyelt . vyl sath N g oct

« If that be the cafe (fand the prefident) T
wifh'you would ‘fpare us the affliGion  of hearing
je:irehiears’d . all:of usy 1 believe, 'bave real
gt«e%ntes of our-own ; fo that we need not hant
after lmagmary forroW& The poet, notwith-
flanding this difcouragement, begg’d hard that he
might exhibit 2 fpecimen of his performance ; and
being reftrifted to ‘a-few lines, he repeated the
fellomlg ‘ﬂam, wnbthc moft: rneful emphaﬁs.

Whefe mﬁ th@u, wnttol Ward when haplefs fate
From thefe weak arms mine aged grannam tore :
"Thefe:pivus arms eflay’d too late,
T drivethe difmal phantom from the door.
Could notithy healing drop, illuftrious quack, =
Could:not thy falutary pill prolong her dags, .
¥or whdm,' fo oft, to Mdryboae, alack ! . ..
TFhytorrels: drag‘d thee tb:o the worﬂ: of wa)s ?
M L
Oﬂ-droppmg Tw«:k’nhmdad not then detain
thol tended by the Cambrian maids ;
Nor the fweet éavirins of Drury-lane ;
Nor dufty. Pimlico’s embow’ring fhades 5
Nor Whitehall, by the: nver’s bank,
Beler withrowersi dank ; - .
Nor whert th* Exchmge p«m fon’n its tawny
RS B fom; e
ﬁbrwhﬂewnuz with oﬂ'xl foﬂ and blood, :
Snowhill rolls the fable flood- 3 '
Wor where:the Mint's contuminated kemr.l xuns,
31} doth it now befeem, - -
T haethos hould’fb doze:and dream, -
- ‘Whewdeatl in\mdrtal armout.came, - ¢
fAnd ﬁruck with rutbleg dart the gentle dameH
er:
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Hee lib'rubhapd sad fympathifing breaft, ;. 7 -
"Fhe brute creation kindly blef’d 2 - >0+ 25
Where’er fhe trod. grimalkin: purr!d around; .-~ :
T be fqueaking. pigs her beuntyownids . ..
Nor to:the waddling-duck ongabbhnggm&,

Bid fhe glad: fuflenance refufes; - - . ST

‘Che Bruttingicock fhe daily-fed, -~ . oo s
"And turky with-his foout foved; .. - " e
©Of chickens. careful as the piqus heny 1. - in
Nor did theoverlook :bcfmmwnﬁthexwren'y p)
_ While redbreaft boppid before:her nthe halh :
' As if the common mothcr were of ath ;-
FA S TP )) P T e

Formy dxﬁu&zdmmd; S e :'z BEGEIY

What comfort canI find.? - i

O beft of grannams ¥ ohmm&ba&mdems '
And, [ any left behind to:weepdnd modny - < nc’

" To fiag thy dirge in fad fanereat Jayy: 7 <iiiowa
Ah! wooamc nlackl .aacthlb-vdwxh i rerd
Y [Saa=1) | ’ '(ﬂl

Thefe mtcr_;e&nons at the clofe of this pitherie
clegy, . were not profiosnced: ithout the foba and
tears of the authar, who Jooked wildfully; anoeihd
bim for applaufe, - ‘and having wibed:his. eyes,
-afked the chairman’s opinion: of-what:rhe dad
read. That-cynicsl .gensleman, . whe- had-.nn
great devotion for the Arcadiany>anfwerod with
a moft equivocabnalpe@, ¢¢ Sad, veryfadd fad
. enough to draw tears from the eyesiof z bum-
buil4£.”” - But as. the performance ‘was fubmitted

' ta the criticifm. of. the: whole. fociety, : the:epix:
_port flood: up,: and thus: eommnnmtcﬁ-lu fen-
timents. KIS VI U5 F INeh ST
1L thouf:cntcrm.g npna,a.tminudnnqnxrynnm
the poetical merits ;pb particular injages, I:muft
in gene:al abferve, that the ftanzas are fo ll'l‘es

Lde P . gll aF
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gular in point of meafure, ds'well as id the nume
ber of the lines, that they.canniot:be compre-
hended runder any fpecies of -the: anclent vesfifi~
¢ation. Then there: are many dark allufions in
the Mtiffrophe,  which 1o feader can poffibly un-
derftand, togethér witha catalogue’ of the names
of places, for which the author feems to have
rambled flrangely from: his fubje, more ftudiois
of making a filly parade of his fkill in poetical
geopraphy, tham of interefing the paffions of
the heatt:* Indeed, one would be apt to con-
clude from this ciscumflance, that his grief was
mere affetation, did not he blubber fo pitcoully
in the laft verfe. I could bave wilhed, that more
dignity had been preferved in the fianza which
deforibesi - the - old gentlewoman’s benevolence,,
and that.the daft live had been altogether omitted,
becaufe it conjores up & moft ridiculous image of
her hatiog altually hatched: that fame poultry,
which fhe is {aid to have tended with fuch ma-
sergiat vares’” - - ' ' S

'+ To thefe aninradverfiens: the cenfured bard re-
iplied, . that the.verfe, . in being irregular, the more
searly refembled the natural exclamations of real
afli@ion 3 and- that fuch irregularity had not only
Beeh ekcufed, but' even confidered as a beauty
ity -mlany modern produdtions. He owned, that
ithve altufions: might be obfcure to fome readers,
-and therefore he intended to explain them in
potes, ‘at the bottom of the page, As to the
topical deferiptions which the critic had cenfured -
4o feverely, he faid they were inferted to amufe
and relieve the imagination of the reader, that he

~might not be too' much affccted with ‘thé- Pathos

of the fubject; and with regard: to. the line,
;»";""'v G.q... aﬁ’
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‘Wad' miéntioned, it ‘certainly conveyed the moft
affable 3nd parent il idea of the 3 eceafed ; and,
e @1 ‘not’ doubt, that he fhould find his qwn,
‘opinion confirmed by that of the public, in 3 very.
tomfortable file of the work, =~ ' .

" +¢ Sb, aftei’all this profeffion of filial tendernefs,
(cried the epic bard) the world will have fome
reafon to Ny, ‘you wanted to make a job of your
grandmother’s death.” * ¢¢ Perhaps (anfwered the
other) I hall make a prefent of the copy to my
bookfeller.”” ¢« If you dcfire to be thought al=
together difintercfled in the ffair, (refumed the
critic) you ought to print a few copies at your
own expence, and difliibute thém gratis among
your friends; by thefe means, yow will have as
good a chance to fee your owan talents admireds

and"the memory of your grandime immortalized, .

as if you had fold the property of the picce for 2
thoufand pounds.” . ° R
* This propofal feemed to difconcert the elegla
writer; when the chairman interpofing, ¢ Pfhaw}
{faid he) why the devil fhould he be more deli
cate in that refpe@, than thofe people who fit 3t
the head 'of tafte? " In every fingle circumftance
to which you havé objeéted, 'he has exprefsly
imitated, not to fay ‘copied, the celebrated pro-

dultion of the univerfal patron”® ¢ What!’

(réplied the other) you mean the famous Gofling
Scrag Efg; fon and heir of Sir Marmaduke Scrag,
who feats himfelf.in the chair of judgment, and
5i1ve§ féntence ‘upon ‘the. authors of the age., ]

ould be glad to know, upon what pretenfidns
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to genius this preheminence is foundedh, -Do a
few flimfy odes, barren epiftles, pointlefs epigrams,
and the fuperftitious fuggeftions of ,an half-witted
‘enthufiaft, intitle him_to_that eminent.rank he
maintains in the world of letters ? or. did hg,ac-
quire’ the reputation of a wit, hy a repstitign..of
trite inve&ives againft a' minifter, .conveyed ina
theatrical cadence, accompanied with- the moft
ridiculous geftures, before he believed it was his
intereff to defert his mafter, and renounce his
party, For my own part, I never perufed any
of his performances, I never faw bim open his
mouth in public, I never heard him fpeak in
private converfation, without recolle€ting and ap-
plying thefe two lines in Pope’s Dunciad,

""" Dulnafs delighted, eyd ‘ibe} :It'wI]- dunce,
. Remembring, fbe berfelf was pertnefs once.

Yet this antick piece of futility will decide dog~
matically upon the merits of every new wark 3
ind if the author has not previoufly fcratched
him{elf inta his favour,, will pronounce upon it,
with. all “the infolence and contempt’ of fuperci-
lious prefumption. Nor is the levity of his head
Iefs provoking than his arrogance 2nd fg}f-conceit ;
the very performance which he . yefterday ap-
plauded, will he to-morrow condemn . through
mere caprice ; and that which he yefterday men-
tioned  in. terms of difdain, will he to-morrow
extol to the  fkies, provided the author wili
humble himfe]f fo far, as to adore his fuperior -
genius, and meanly beg his prote@ion, . Never
gid' he befriend 3 man of poetical merit, who did.
not court and retain his favopr by fuch flavith
peoftitution, except one author, lately deceafid ;
. o Gs Ty and

a
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" and even he extended his complaifarice too fas,
.-in complimental fines, which the warmth of his
s gratitude infpired, though he would never fubmit
. to the tame criticifms of his patron, or offcr fuch
. an outrage to his own judgment, as to adopt the

. alterations which he propofed.” =
. “ One would imagine, (faid the chairman)
that yon had made an unfuccefsful ‘application to
his patronage ; but, notwithftanding all this elo-
quent declamation, the truth of which I thall
not pretend to invalidate, I do aver, that Gofling
Scrag Efq; s at this day the beft milch-cow that
any author ever ftroaked : for, over and above
his vanity, which lays him open to the necefhities
of all writers who can tickle, though never fo
~awkwardly, he poflefles fuch a comfortab'e thare
. of fimplicity, os rather lack of penetraticn,’ as
. cannot fail to turn to account with thof¢ wha
pradtife upon it. Let a fcribbler (for example)
. creep into his notice by the moft abjet veneta-
. tion, implore his judgmeént upon'fomé perfore
.mance, aflume a ook of awful admiration at his
. gemarks, receive and read his emendations with
pretended extafy, exert himfelf officioufly about
his perfon, make intereft to be employed im
‘tunning upon his errands, bawl for him upon alt
occafions in common ctonverfation, profe and
. thime, fit in prefence of this. great man, with
an apparent fenfe of his qwn nethingnefs, and
when he o‘l}ens his m?uth, liften with a foolifh

Sace of praife ; happy.! if be has an opportuni
; {o fe{:i him with the foft pap of dcdicf;:mﬁ ‘g
» by affe@ing an idiogjcal ignorance of the marfners
~ .. of life, to infinuate himfelf into his opiftion, as
- _aperfon abfolutely detached from all worldly pur-
~.4uits 3 like a fly brother of the quill, who, in
. . ! N ‘ ‘oiq
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. .going out, dropped a-bank note upon the floot-

Cof his apartment; in futh 3 manner," s that-it-
~ could not éftape the notice of Gofling, who view-
Cing i accordingly, ¢ Heavens!’ (fdid he, with
* his hands and-eyes lifted up) what philofophical
- ¢ontempt muft that matn have'fot the pleafures.

of wealth!” - Yes, I infift upon it, thefe are
~ arts which will never fail to engage the friend-
 fhip of Mr. Serag, which-will be. fooner or later

. mianifefted in fome warm fine-care, ample fub-
* fesiption, poft or reverfion; and I advife Mr.
- Spoidy to give him the refafal of this fame pa-
" foral " who kows but he may have the good
~ fortuti¢’of being lifted in the number of his beef-
" edfers inh’ which caf¢ he may, in procefs of
~ tirhe, be provided for i the cuftoms or church ;
? when he is inclined to marry his own took-
“ wiench, his gracious patron may condeftend to-
~_give the bride away; and finally fettle him in his-
““old age,. as a trading Weftminfler juftice.”

“" Mr: Spondy thanked the prefident for' hid
" wholefome counfel, which he affured him fhould:
" not be neglefted ; and the evening being far ad-
"' vanced, the affenbly broke up, without dny other

‘" pemarkable ogcurrence.’ -
i [ o . . . -

 CHAP CIL -

L pe young- gentleman: is- introduced to* & Virtwofo:
S of the firft order, - and commences Yelper. -
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therto Péreprine had profeflid “himfelf an
authot, without reaping the fruits of that
patdm; except the little farme he hid dequir. di
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. “ wy'tis Tate’ fatire ; but now he theught it high:

1 Hine to Weich Mk pudding arainyf empty  praife 5.
o opw f?',g i }” Gb"l’ﬂ 5£y r“{m‘,

oy ¥



124 Tbe ADvENTURES of 5 -
and therefore engaged with fome hookfellets,in 2
cesrtsin tranflation,  which he obliged himfelf s-
perform for the -cénifideration of two, hundred.
ounds. The articles of agreement being draway.;
ge began his tafk with great eagernefs, rofe easly
in the morning to his work, at which he Libourpd
all day long, went abroad with the bats .in the ;
evepinz, and.appeared in the coffee-haufe, where .,
he amufed himfelf with the news-papers, and -
converfation till nine o’clock ;. then he.retired-te 4
his own' apartment, and after a flight sepaft, be- .
took himfelf to reft, that he might be able tg ;
unraoft . with the cock. This fudden, change &
from bis former way of life agreed fo ill with his ::
difpofition, that, for the firft time, he was troy~ .
bled with flatulencies and indigeftion,. which pro -
duced anxiety and dejeition of fpirits,. and. the ..
nature of his fituation began in fome meafore by
difcompofe his brain; a difcovery which he. pg_.;
fooner.made, than he had recourfe to the advice .-

of a_young phyfician, who was a member. of .
the college, and at this time one of our-hero’s -

moft intimate acquaintance.

This fon of Afculapius having conﬁdeted‘hw:

cafe, imputed his diforder to ,thc' right caufg,’ .
namely, want of exercife ; difluaded him from ..
fuch clofe application to ftudy, uatil he fhould -
be gradually familiarized to a fedentary life, ad--

vifed him to enjoy bis friend and his bottle in mo- . .
deration, and wean himfelf from his former cu- .-
ftoms by degrees ; and, above all things, to rife -
immediately after his firft fleep, and exercife him- ~ -
felf in a morning-walk. In order to rendes this ..

laft part of the prefcription the more. palatable, -

the doctor promifed to attend him in thefe early
excurfions, and even to introduce him to a cer-
R . % : ) tain
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tain ‘perfonage of note, Who gave a fort of: public:
briakfafting 1o~ the minor virtuofs;of. the age;«
asd'often émployed His intereft: in bebalf of thofe
who: properly. cultivated his cauptepance and ap« i
pidbaion; ¢ o T

i This-propofal was extremely accéptable to our':
young gentleman,’ who, befides the advantage -
which miht accrue to him from fuch a valuable -
conmexion, forefaw much entertainment and fa<
tisfa&ion in- the difcourfe of fo many leammed- -
guefts.- The ‘occafions . of “his health and in- *
terdft, moreover, coincided in another circum-. -
france; the minifter’s levee being kept betimes in
thé moining ; fo that he could perform his walk,
yield ‘his attendance, and breakfaft at this philo-
fophiical board, without incroaching a great deal
upon his other avocations. L

Meafures being thus preconcerted, the phyfi- -
cian tohduf@ed our adventurer to the houfe of
this celebrated fage, to whom he recommended -
him-ai’' a gentleman of genius and tafte; who
cravéd- the honour of his acquaintance; but he
had previoufly fmoothed the way to this intro-
dudtien, by teprefenting Peregrine as a young
fellowof great ambition, fpirit and addrefs, who -
could - riot- fail to ‘make a figure in the world §
that; therefore, he would be a creditable addi~
tion te the fubordinates of fuch a patron, and by -
his qualifications, intrepidity and warmth of tem~ -
per, turn out a confummate herald of -his fame.st
Uponi thefe confiderations, he met with a moft -
engaging reception from the entertainer, whe *: :
was‘a Wwell-bréd man, . of fome learning; generos -
fity -and ‘tafte; but ius fo.ibhe was_the defire of
being thoupht the inimitable pattezn of all t.hr:el "

Lt C T (4
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' Tt was with a yiew ¢o acquire and fuppost this:
‘chara&ter, that his houfe was open to all thofe
who had any pretenfiors to literature ; confés
quently he was furfounded by a flrange variety
of pretenders ; but none were difcouraged, be<
caule he knew that even she molt infignificant’
might, ia fome fhape, conduce to- the propagas
sion of his praife. . A babbler, tho’ he cannot rup
upon the fcent, may fpring the gamic, and by his
yelping, help to fill up the cfy : po wonder then,
that a youth of Pickle’s accomplifbments was ad~
mitted and even invited into the pack. ~Aftcr
baving enjoyed a very fhort private audience i
the clofet, our young gentleman was fhewn intd
another room, where half a dozen of:his fellow-
adherents waited for, their Macenas, who ina
few minutes appeared, with a moft gracious af-
pe&, received the compliments of the morning,
and fat down to breakfaft, inthe midft of them,
without any further ceremony. . = "
The converfation at firft turned upon the wei-
ther, which was iﬂveﬁigaged in a very thlo_fqg
phical manner by one of the company, who-
feemed to have confulted all the barometers and.
thermometers that ever were invented, before
he would venture to affirm. that it ‘was a chifl.
morning, This {ubje& being accurately difcufled,.
the chief inquired about the news of the learned.
world ; and his inclipation was no fooner ex-
prefled than every gueft opened his mouth, 'in 6r-
der to gratify his curiofity. :, but he that firlt cipy
tivated his attention was a meagre, fhrivelled ar
tiquary, who_looked like an animated mummy,.
which had been fcorched among the fands of ‘the
defert,  He told the patron, that he had by ac-
gident met with a medal, which, tho’ it was de-

Gt C T adéd
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Yiced by time, he would Vehture to pronotinée a
‘genuihe antique, froth the ringing and tafte of the
metal, as ‘well as from the colour and ¢compo-
fition of the ruft: fo fayingy Me produceda piecé
of copper coin, fo confumed and difguifed by age,
that fearce a veftige of the impreffion was to be
perccived. - Neverthelefs' this “eonnoifleur - pres
‘tended to diftinguifh a face in profil, from whick
#e concluded that the piece was of the Upper ems
‘pire, and on the Yeverfe he endeavoured to point
. ‘out the bulb of the fpedr, and part of the parazo:
‘nium, which were the infignia of the Roman Vir-
tus, together with the fragment of one fold of
the multicium in which fhe was ¢loathed. He like-~
wile had difcovered one angle of the letter N, and,,
‘at fome diftance, an intire I': from thefe circums.
fances “conjefturing, and indeed concluding,.
that the medal was ftruck by Severus, in honous
of the viftory he obtained over his rival Niger,,
. after he had forced the pafles of mount Taurus.
This criticifin feemed very fatisfaltory to the ep-
tertainer, who having examined the coin by the
Yielp of his fpe&acles, plainly difcerned the parti-
‘culars which the owrier had mentioned, and was
pleafed to term his account of the matter a very
ingenious explanation. v
T 'He Curiofity wis circulated through the hands
of all prefent, and every virtuofo, in his turn,
licked the copper, and rung it upon the hearth,
declaring’ his aflent te the judgment which had
Yeen pronounced.” At léngth, it fell under the in~
fpection of our younrg gentleman, who, tho’ no
‘antiquartan, was very well acquainted with the
cursent coin of his own country, and no fooner
calt his eyes upon this valuable antique, than he
 SFxmed; withait hefitdtion; that it was ie othh::
by _ '



thap the ryins of an Englith farthinig; “arid “thi¥
fame fpear, parazonium, and multicium, 'there"
mains.of the emblems and drapery with'which: thié -

figure of Britannia is delineated on our coppér:

money. T L o
o Th}i’.s bardy .afleveration feemed ‘ to difconcert -
the patron, while it incenfed’ the medallift, ‘who'"
grinning like an, enraged baboon, “What & yé
tell me of a brafs farthing? (faid he) Did you -
ever know modern brafs of fuch arelith 2" Do but'
tafte it, young gentleman ; and fure ¥ am, if yoa
have ever been converfant with fubje&s of thiskind,
you will find as wide a difference in thefavour be-
tween this and an Englith farthing, as can pof-
fibly be perceived betwixt an onion and a tur-
nip: befides, this medal has the true Corinthian-
ring ; then the attitude is upright, whereas that’
of Britannia is reclining ; and how is it poffible
to miftake a branch of palm for a parazonium #*°
All the reft of the company efpoufed the vir-*
tuofo’s fide of the queftion, becaufe the reputation”
of each was concerned ; and the patron ﬁnding'
himfelf in the fame predicament; affued a'fo-
lemnity of feature, dathed with a fmall mixtare”
of difpleafure, and told Peregrine, that asthe had:
not made that branch of literature his particular:
ftudy, he was not furprifed to fee him miftaken-
in his opinion. Pickle immediately underffood
the reproofi and tho’ he was fhocked at the va-
pity or infatuation of his entertainer and fellow-
guefts, afked pardon for his prefumption,” whick’
was accordingly excufed, in confideration of - his’
inexperience ; and the Englith farthing ’di/g‘r‘;iﬁ'éd'
with the title of a true antique. | -~ * 7+ T
"The next perfon that addreffed himfelf ¢o the
chicf was a_gentleman of a very mathematical
L. .. ’ turn,
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tumn, who valued bimfe!f upon the improvements. *

3

he had made in feveral domeftic machines, and::
naw. prefented the plan of a new contrivance for -
cutting cabbages, in fuch a mahner as would fe-« -
cure the ftock againft the rotting rain, and enable’ -

it to.,praducc a plenteous after-crop of delicious
fprouts. .In this important machine he had united”

the. -whole, mechanic powers, with ‘fuch” mafly.

complication of iren and wood, thatit could not-
have been moved without the affiftance of an.
hotfes; and a road made for the convenience of
the draugit.  Thefe objeions were fo obvious,,
that they occurred at firft fight to the infpector-.
general, who greatly commended the invention,
which, he obferved, might be applied to feveral
other ufcful purpoles, could it once be rendered

a Ji:de moie portable and commodious.

~ Tae inventor, who had not forcfeen thefe

difbcultics, was not prepared to furmount them ;.
but he took the hing in good part, and promifed:
to tafk bis abilities anew, in altering the conftitu-,
tion of his defign. ,Not but that he underwent;
fome fevere irony from the reft of the virtaofi,

who complimented him upon the momentous im<
provement be had made, by which a family
might {3ve a difh of greens in a quarter, for fo
trifling gn expence as that of purchafing, work~
ing and maintaining fuch a ftypendous machine :
but no man- was more farcaftic in his remarks
upon this piece of mechanifm than the naturalift,
who. next appealed to the patron’s approbation
for,a curious difquifition he . had made, touching
the-proereation of muck flies, in which 'he had
laid down a curious method of colleGting, pre~
fecying and hatching the eggs of thefe-infeltsy
§¥6n.da the, winter, by certain modifications of

g T g art-
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grtificial heat. + The nawwe of this difcovery whs
no . fooner .communicated, than Peregrine; um
able to contain himfelfy .burlt -into'a fit of laighs
ter, which infeCted every perfon at the table;: the
landlord himfelf - not excepted, whe faund it ime
poflible to preferve his: wonted gravity of facet'« s
Such unmanaerly misth did not fail to mostify
the philofopher, who, after’ fome paufe, during
which indignation dnd difdain -were painted it his.
countenance, reprehended our young genitlernan
for his anphilofophical behaviour, -and undertbok
to prove, that the fubject of his inquiry was of im+
finite confequence to the progrefs and incresfeof
natural knowledge: but he fouwnd no quagter
from the vengeful engineér, who now:retorted
his ironical compliments, - with grest emphafrs,
upon this hot-bed for the generation of: veemin,
and advifed him' to lay the whole procefs: beforg
the Royal Socicty, which would, doubdefs;ptes
fent him with a medal, and give him a plscg
among ' their memairs, as a diftinguifbed
moter of the ufeful arts: -If (faid he) -you: Had
employed your fludies in finding out: fome <f-
fe@uul method to deftroy thefe infeQs: which
prejudice and annoy mankind, in dl} probabiley
you mufl-have been contented with she eontém~
plation of the good you: had doie - but this cu~
rious expedient for multiplying maggots; will
furely intitle you to an honourable rank in the
lift of learned philofophers.” - ¢¢ I.don’t wonder
(replied the naturalift) that you fhould be (o
' much adverfe to the propagation of infefts, bew
caufe, in all likelihood, -you are afraid that they
will not leave you a cabbage to catdown with
shat fame miraculous machine.” ¢¢-§ir (anfwered
the mechanic, with great bitternefs of voice:and
o alpect)
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wfpe@) if the cabbage be as light-headed ‘as fome
muck.-wagrm philofdphery, it will’ not ‘be wortty
eutting dowh.” %] never difpute'upon cabbage
with ‘the fon' of a cucumber,”" faid the fly-
der; alluding to the pedigree of his antago-
nift ; who, impatient of the affront, flarted up
with fary” in his looks, exclaiming, % *Sdeath !
meaming mey Sie > 0 - ¢
: ~Hete -the patron, - pércéiving things drawing
towards a rupture, interpoftd his authority, res
Buking them for their intemperance, and recoms
mending to them amity and concord againft the
Goths and ‘Vandals of the age, who took all
epportunities of ridiculing and difcouraging the
adherents of knowledge and philofophy. After
this exhortation, they had no pretence for carry~
ing-om: the difpute, which was dropt, in all ap-
gearance, ‘tho’ the mechanick fill retained his
fefentmenty and after breakfaft, when the com=
guiy broke up, zccofted his adﬁérﬁrgcin the
t, défiring to know how he durlt be fo ind
falent as to'make that feurrilous yefle&ion upon
bis family : the fly-fancier, thus queftioned, ace
¢cufed the mathematician of having been the agd
greffor, in likeping his-head to a light cabbage 3
and: here the ‘altercation being renewed, the
engineer procéeded fo the: illuftration’of - his mes
ithanicks, - tilting up his hand like a ballance,
thruting it forward by way of lever, embracing
the naturaliffs nofe like'a wedye betwixt two of
his fingers, and turning it round; with the mo<
mentum of a {crew or peritrochium, Had they
been obliged” to decide the difpute,  with equal,
armvs, ‘the'affailant would have had 2 great advan-
fagetover the otBer; who was very much his in-
ferior imemiuftular firengels ;- but- the philofogf{et';
ERTEE . cing
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being)duekily .provided ‘with :a‘ caney mo: fobner
difengagod himdelf fram: this: opprobrious:applil
cafion, thon: beishapdled . his weapdn with gread
dewterity about thei head. and: thoulders of his
antagonift, who, finding this fhower .of blows
very dx(abreeable, was fain to betake himfelf to
his heels for fhelper, and . was purfued by the
angr viQor, who chafed him from ore end of

reet. to the other, affording unfpeakable fa-
txsfachon to the multitude, as well as .to our hero
and -his introdulor, who were fpc&ators of 1he
whole fcene. . ..

Thus. was our adventurer initiated in- the: fo-
mety of Yelpers, tho’ he did not as yet fully uns
derftand the nature of his office, which was §x«
plained by the young phyﬁc:au, who chid him
for his blunt.bebaviour in the cafe of the, medal:j
and gave him to underftand, that their.patron’s
favour .was geither to he gained, nor preferved by
any man that would pretend to-convi him cf @
m;ﬁake ‘he therefore counfelfed him:.to velp. &
this foible, and cultivate the old gentleman with
all the zeal and veneration, . which aregard o hig
own charadter would permit him to_pay. : Thig
talk was the eafier to enc of .our. young gemlﬂ
man’s pliant difpofition, - becaufe .the virtaofols
behaviour was abfolutely free from that infolent:
felf-conceit, which.he could. not: bear -withowt
difgult : the .fenior was, on the.contrary,- mild
-and beneficent; and Pickle was sather -ploafed-
than fhocked at this weaknefs, becaule. it:fldt"
tered his. vanity with. the fnppoﬁulon of hu O
fuperior . fenfe. . - - IR

.Cautioned in this mnnen, Paregrmh ’roﬁud’
fo muh by. his infinuating qualifications; that;.iav
a \'cryltttle time, -he.was looked .upon-as one x:e‘
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* thé. chief favourites of thé patron, to-whbmhe

dedicated. a-fmall, aotafional poemg and: everp
body: believed. he :wouild: teapithe fruits of bis
attachment,: among xbexﬁribof obe old/ gcmle{»

mmsdepeadnﬁ RTINS ’
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Peregrine -fiading. bimfelf mglc&ed by Sir Steady
~-Steerwell, -expoftulates with bim in a letter ; in
wiifonfequencs of whichy,he is forbid bis houfes
Iofes bis perg/' My aml mcur: tbe rcpu‘atwn *« a
nluaaucb Pt i
HIS poo(pe& of (ut:cds, together wnth
:,:his expetations from the miniter, whom
hndiixnn:mcgle&, heiped to comfort him under
sheorexerfe of fartupe which- he had undergone,
aad; the. uncertainty of the law-fuit, which he
#ill maintained for: the recoveryof his ten thous
fand: poundss.  THe lawyers, indeed, continued
%0 drain-his: packet of : money, while they filled
big briin -with -unfubftantial hope; and he was
auglly obliged ta barrow nroney from his books
{ellor; - *oomhe.ﬂlength of the:trasflation, inorder
16 fatisfy abe deinands of thofe ravenous harpiesy

. raghip.than Jay the mifanthrope under any difi- .

culties,. or-have secourfe to his friend Hacchway,!
who: lived- at- the :garrifon, intirely -ignorant of
bis diftres.:::and this was not-at all alleviated by
the amival of the. Indiamanr, in which he had
sentured feven. hundred pounds; as we have al-3
ready obferved ;. for he was given to underftand,
thet:i Ahe &OIM weasleft sdangeroufly iH Jat
Bomixy when:the fhip failed; and thit bis chunce!
for setsicvingshivmandy . was- extremely ﬂmduéo "

B o:
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alife of tranquillity, tho’ he 'made: a fhift-to
fruggle: with. the remariftzances of s misfortune |
- yét (uch a gufh of.sfitiCtion would: fomstiaes: rusfh
upon. his thought, as overwhelmed all .the:ideas
of his hope, and fink him to the very bottem of
defpondence. Evesy equipage thyt pafled bim in
the ftreet, every perfon of rank and fortume-thit
eccurred to_his yiew,: recalled the gay imagies ‘of
bis formerlife, with fuch mortifying refle€tion ag
{tabbed him te the very foul, - He lived, thered
fore, inceflantly expafed to all the pangs.of envy
and difquiet. When I fay envy, 1 do net.mean
that fordid paflion, in confequence of which a
man repines at his neighbour’s fliceefs, howfoever
deferved; but that felf-tormenting: indignation
which is infpired by the profperity of folly,:ignos
yance and vice. Withoant the intervening gleams'
of enjoyment, which he.felt in.the converfation
of afew friends, he could not have fupporsed..his
exiftence; or, at leaft, he muft have fuffered
fome violent difcompofure of .the brain ;: but one
is flill finding fome circumfBlance of. alleviationy
even in the worft of conjunGures; and.Pickde
was fo ingenious in thefe refcarches, shat he
maintained a good. battle with difappointment;
till the revolution of the term at whichibe Had:
received his penfion of three huadred pounds. -
However, fecing the day elapfe, without touch«
ing his allowance, notwithftanding his fignificant
method of prefenticg himfelf at the minifter!s:
levee, when the- year was expired, be wrote' a
Rrter to Sir Steady, reminding himi of ‘his. fitna-
tion and prowmife, and giving him to-underfiand,.
that his occafions were fuch,. as compelled hinr to
demand his falary for.the enfuing: years . . . ; :
. - n
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-, Tasthe morning after this letten was conveyed,
the anthor weak ta bis honour’s hute, in eim.
sathon-of -bging admitted by particalar order ; bug
was: miflaken in his hope, - the.minifter net being
viible. -Ha. theni-hade. his appearante .at. the
Jevegs in hopes .of being: clofetted 3 but shough
Jee taok all oppertunities. of watching Sir Steady’s
eye3, ke could not obitsin one glance, and had
the pleafuire of fecing him retire, without being
favoured with the Jeaft sotice. Thefe circume
fances of wilful neglec were not over and above

- to-onr hero, who, in the agonies. of
vesation ang refentment, went home, and come
pofed, a:moft acrunonious remonfirance to his ho-
nsus 3-in confequence. of which, he was not only
deprived.of all pretenfions to a private audience,
but. expréfsly denied admittance on a public day,
by:Si Steddy’s own order, :

. khis probibition, which asnounced his total
ruin, filed: bim: with rage, horror and defpair ¢
hie.cuafed the portar who fignified the minifter’s
commsgnd, threatening to chattife him upon the
fpot. for-his prefwmption, -and vented the moft vi«
rulént imprecations upon his mafter, to the aflo-
nifhment of -thole who chanced to enter during
this-conferences . Having exhaufled himfelf in
tbefe vain_ exclamations, he heturned to his lodg-
ings in a mofb frantic-condition, biting his lips fo
that.the bload ran from his mouth, dathing his
head.and fifts againft the fides of his chimney,
and. werping with the moft bitter expreffions of
WOC: “wi i L e e

- Pipesy whofe perception. had. been juft fuffi--
cjenk:to ot bim fee, that there was fome difference
botwsen theprefent and former fituation of his
mafter, over:hearing his. tranfports, elfayed - to

E ) enter
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enter his apaitment; withsview of Sdminiftring
“eonfolation i ‘and finding the door tocked on-the
‘infide,c defired idinittarice; protefting, thiat erved-
wife! he would down with the bekk-tread;, ‘fn the -
*tutning of an‘hind fpike! - Peregrine ordered hivh
to'retire, ‘on pain of his difpléafute; and' fvore,
-that if he Mhould dffer to break :open thé door,
he would inftantly fhoot him -throngh' the lead.
‘Tom, without paying the leafh regard-te’ this
injunction, fet himfelf at ‘woit immeédiately 5
and his mafter, ‘€xafporated avrhiv want' of:-reve-
Tence and-refpety which;inthis prefent paroseyfny,
appeared with the' mofb provoking <aghravativm,
flew intd his clofet, and: fnatebing up ene of his
piftols already loaded, no fooner faw his® valet
enter the apartment, in confequente of i
forced . the -loek, than  he prefented full at
face, and drew the trigger;<but happily the prit
mipg flafhied in the par,” without communicatt
with the charge ; fo: that:his-furious’ -pmpofergs
not take: effet upon the.conmenance of -heneft
Pipes, ‘whio difregardful*ofitine attempt, - though
he knew the contents of the picce, ofked, withe
out: the lealt alteration of features if it muff be
foul weather through the whele voyage.s - -
: Peregrinegy. madas he whs, repented of his
mifchievous . intent "againft fuch a faithful ad:<
~ herent, in the very moment of -execution ; and
batl. it proved:faral, according to the defign, in
all probability ‘he would have applied another to
his own head. T here are certain confiderationy
that ftrike upon the mind with irrefiftible forcey
even in the midit of its ditra&ion ; the momen-
tary recolle&ion. of fome particular fcene, occa-
fioned by the features of the devoted viQim,
s . t ha‘h
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bath often ftruck .the dagges from the aflaffin’s

.By. fuch an..impulfe-was Pipes prose&ed
.ﬁom gny repeated effort .of his mafter’s rage s
#he friendly cawle .of 'his -prefent, difobediance
,8afhed upon the convittion .of Perqgrma, when
he beheld 4he rugged front of his valet, in which
alfo ftood difclofed his long and faithful fervice,
‘togetber. with the rocommendation of the de-
coafed commodore. « -

. Though his wrath was immediately fuppreﬁ'ed,
and his heart. torn with remorfe for what he had
dose, his brows remained fill contra@ed ;-
darting -2 mok. ferocious regard at the mt:udex,
%< Villain ] (faid be) how dare you treat me
wath fuch difrefpe@i” -¢¢ Why theuldn’t I lend
a hand for the prefervation of the fhip, (anfwered
she unruffled Pipes) when there is more fail than
ballaft aboard, and the pilot quits the helm in de-
fpair? What fignifies oacor two broken voyages,
fo Jong-as our-timbers are ftrong, and our veffel
n good trim : if (he lofes upon one tack, mayhap
fhe may guin upon another 3 and I'll be damn’d,
if one day or other we don’t fetch up our lee-
way : as for the mstter of pruvifion, you have
ftarted a pretty goed flock of money imto my
hold, and you are welcome to hoift it up again
when you wool i”’

Here Tom was interrupted by the arrival of
Mr. Crabtree, who feeing Peregrine with a piftol
in his hand, and fuch wild diforder in his looks,
his head, hands and mouth befmeﬁred with blood,
and, moreover, fmelling. the gunpowder which
had been burnt, a&tually believed he had either
comumitted, -or was bent upon murder, and, ac-
cordingly, retreated down ftairs with infinite dif
patch; though all his {peed could not. convey

Vou, IV. H him



|

1§§ e AD‘Z’ENTU’I‘{‘Aﬁ‘;S ):af: o

him wntﬁout the reach of Pipes,  who overtaking
him in the paffage, ‘carried ' him back “into: ks
mafter’s apartment, obferving by the way, thit
this was no time to theer off,: when his -confort
ftood in need of his affiftance. - - - : .07
- There was fomething fo ruefu]ly fevere in the
countenance of Cad wallader, thus compelied, that
at any other time, our hero would have- laughed
at his concern; but at prefent, there was no-
thing rifible in his difpofition: he had,’ however,
laid afide his piftol, and endeavoured, though'-in
vain, to compofe hisintcrnaldiﬁurbancc; for He
could not utter one fylluble to the Mifanthrope,
but ftood ftaring at him in filence,” with a moft
delirious afpe&, which did not-tend to difpel the .
dnfmay of his friend, who, after fome récollec-
- tion, ¢ I wonder, (faid he) that 'you have never
“killed your man befofe. Pray, liow- may “You
-have difpofed of the body ! ~Pickle bavifg-re-
covered the faculty of fpeech, ordered his laequey
‘ out of the room, and in a moft incoherent - de-
«tail, made Crabtree acquainted with-the - perﬁ-
dlous conduct of the minifter..
‘T'he confident was very glad to find bis- fcars
" difappointed ;- for he had really concluded, that
fome .life ‘was laft: and perceiving the youth
too much agitated to be treated by him in his
* ufual ftile, he owned that Sir Steady was a rafcal,
encouriged Pickle with the hope of being one day-
. able to make reprxfals uponbirm ; in the mean time,
» offcred him money’ for his immediate occafions,
exhorted him to exert his own qualifications in
rendering himfzlf independent of fuch mifcreants,

- and finally, counfelled him to reprefent his wrongs

to the nobleman whom he had formerly obliged,
with a view of intérefling that peer in his behalf,
©or

-
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or 3t leaft of obtaining a fatnsfa&ory explananou
Trom the mipjfter, that he might, take po prema-
{urc meafures of revenge.
.- Thefe ad;nonmons were fo much mtlder, ‘and
‘more agreeabie than our hero qxpe&ed from the
,fogn;hropc, that they had a very favourable . ef-
fe@ upon his tranfuorts, ‘which gradually fub-
: ]j,ded, until he became fo. tra&table, as to promife
_that he would conform to his advice ; in confe-
quence of which, he next morning waited upon
his, lordthip, . wha received him very politely, as
»ufpal and with great patience beard his com-
‘glamt, which, by the bye, he could not repeat
.without fome hafty ebullitions of paffionate re-
fentment. . This peer, after having gently difap-
proved of the letter of cxpoﬁulatton, which had
—produced fuch ‘unfortunate effes, kindly under-
800k to. recommeud his cafe to the minifter, and
AQually puformed ‘his, promife that fame day,
-when Sir Steady informed him, to his utter afto-
pifhment, that the poor young gentleman was
difordered in his brain, fo"that he could not pof-
ﬁbly be provided for in a place of importance,
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